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TO. 
The.PEOP LE of my Charge. 


T is none of the leaft or moſt Inconſiderable 

| Arguments to evince and prove the Digni- 
ty and Preciouſneſs of the Sonl of Man; that 
Almighty God has bren pleaſed to Inſtitute 

a Sacred ani Divine Office in his Church, 

on purpoſe for the Berefit and Advantage of it : 
And to - appoint a_ dijtin® Order of Men (his 
Miniſters I mean) nhoſe whole Emplry and Con- 
term it is peculiarly to Watch- over the Sonls of 
his People, and to be arcountib'e to him for the 
ſame. In this delightful Service of God and of 
your Sonls I have nov worn out more than three 
Apprenticeſhips among #t ſome of you, Endeavouie 
iro with my utmoit Care and Di lince to excite 
the Careleſs and Uncrncerned Sinners cn the one 
hand; and to direft th: Weak and Doubting Chri- 

| ian on the o'hty hand to the Prattice of their 
reſpeftive "Duties : For it 1s hard to ſay, from 
which Religion ſuffers mo#, nhether from the 
wavzt of Zeal in ſome, or from the Miftakes of 
Zeal in others. Beſides my Public: Advices to 
you in God's Houſe, your Conſciences can Witneſs 
for me, that I have taken ſome Pains (and if 
God continues my Health, I reſole to take much 
A 2 more} 


To the People 


more ) in the Datyof Private Inſpetion 1nd Mz. 
piſterial Conference with you , in your own Hou- 
ſes, in order to your Preparation fer that Vene- 
rable Ordinance of the Loras- Supper , which to the 

reat Scandal of our moſt Holy Rel'gion, is ſo 
{hamefully neglefied by Multitudes of Perſons pro- 
fe ffing Chriftianity, of all Perſwaſions amongſt 
us: Exhorting you alſo to ſet up Religion and 
the Worſhip of God in joar private Families, that 


God may Dwell where you Dwell. But the Anſwer of 


many of you has been this, We want Abilities ; 
We are willing, but n0t able to Perform thoſe Du- 
ties, without ſome Aſſiſtance : In great Charity 
therefore to thoſe of you who want ſuch a Help as 
this, and are willing to make Uſe of it, 1 put this 
ſmall Paper into your Fland, which I'entreat you 
fo accept, both as ar Inſtance of my Duty, and as 
4 Monitor of your Own. 


Know aſſuredly, Sirs, it will be the Portion of 


many of God's Miniſters at the Great Day (1 pray 
GGnd it may never be mine) to be called forth as 
Witneſſes againſt their own People, when Almigh- 
ty God will thus interrogate us in the Preſexce of 
Men and Angels; Did you not Admoniſh this 
People of the Sin and Danger of a reſolute Impe- 
ety ? Did you not warn them of their Neglet# of 
Srcraments ani Holy Duti:'s, Publickly, Private- 
ly, Perſonally ? Muſt we not plainly and faithfully 
d:clare that all oir melting Entreaties and paſ- 
fionate Importunities could never prevail with you 
ts part with your Sins ; "but you would chooſe rather 
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of my Charge. 
to gratifie your Lnſts than to obey your Reaſon ? 
Ther will our Lord ſay unto us, I pronounce you 
pure and Innocent from the Blood of theſe Mex ; 
Oh joyful Word to us ! But to Sinners.will he ſay, 
Tour DeſtrutFiow be upon your own Heads ; what 
could I or my Miniſters have done more for you that 
has mot been done? therefore Depart ye Curſed 
into Everlaſting Miſery . O dol: ful Word to them! 
God grant that your and my Fars may n.v2r hear 
tt. 

Beloved, it is your Commend 1tion and my Com- 


fort, that when in this wanton Age a Spirit of 


Giddineſs has prſjeſt the Minas of many, that they 
are toſſed too and fro with every Wind if Dotrine, 
trying all things indeed, but holsing faſt nothing : 
Ton have been inanim(ns inthis part 'f 10ur Daty, 
keeping cloſe to the Publick -ſſemblies, and conti- 
nuing ſtedfaſt in the Apoſtle's DcErine, and Chri- 
tian Fell wſhip, and in Breaking of Bred and in 
rayers. 

But know, tht the beſt Communion and beſt Re« 
ligion in the World, the holieſt Doftrine and the 
pureſt Wor (pip, will be of no Awail to Impure Wor- 
ſbipoers and Impure | ivers : God grant therefore 
that you aud I miy Olive our ſelves to ſuch an 
Eminent ani Fx-mblary Piety of Conv:1ſation, 
in all the fevera! Taſtarces of our Duty, as ma 
render the Unſpitt:d Religion of the Holy Jeſus 
Venerable to the Worid! And may Almizhty Gol, 
who ſometimes delights to ao great things by weak 
means, be pleaſed to' ſucceed theſ: well deſirn'd 

A 3 Enaeavours 


To the People, ec. 
Endeavoyrs of mine, in oraty t0 your Advantage, 
that ſo in God's Houſe ard in your Own alſo, the 
moſt ſolemn Aits ard Exerciſes of Religious Wor- 
ſhip, may be performed by you, with ſuch a be» 
coming gravity and Gucerity of Devotion, that the 
Name of our Holy Lord may be glorified, your 
Sowls comforted with the ſenſe of Pardon and 
Peace here, and everliſtingly r:freſhed with Joys 
unſpeakable and full of Glory, hereafter ; {0 
Prayeth 


Your Aﬀectionate Miniſter, 


Dedham , 
7993. 


Wilkam Burhkitt. 
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CHAP. L 


Containing Dotirinal Inftruttions for the right In- 
forming of the Tudgment. 


Othing concerns Mankind' in general fo 
much as the Salvation of their Souls : 
This is the one thing Needful, and that 
which they are obliged above all thing; to mind and 
regard : But it concerns Poor Men eſpecially to ſe- 
cure the Salvation of their never.dying Souls, left 
they be Miſerable in both Worlds ; for they taſting 
but little of the Cumtforts and Sweetnefs of this Life, 
had need take Care above others, that they miſs not 
the Conſolations and Happineſs of the next. 

Now in Order to every Man's Salvation hereafter, 
three things are indiſpenſibly neceſſary here ; name- 
ly, a right Knowledge, a right Faith, and a kigh- 
teous Life. Knowledge is the Foundation of our 
Faich, and Faith the Foundation of our Obedience, 
and Obedience the Condition of our Happineſs; for 


although a Man aiay know the Will of God and 
| A 4 not 
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not do it, ge he can never do it acceptably and not 
know it. A wilfully Tgnorant Man can neither Serve 
God, nor be Saved by him. ny 

Towards the *ttaining of this Knowledge and Be- 
lief, which is ſo abſolutely Neceffary to Salvation, 
the great things required are, an Humble Senſe of 
our own Ignorance, a Teachable Diſpoſition and 
Readineſs of Mind to receive Inſtruction, accompa- 
nied with an Earneſt Invocation and fervent Calling 


upon God tor the Promiſed Illuminations of his Ho- - 


ly Spirit. More particularly the Chief and Funda- 
menta! Principles of our Religion, neceſſary to be 
Known and Believed by all Perſons in Order totheir 
Everlaſting Salvaticn, are theſe Four. I. Concern- 
ing God. II. Concerning Man, III. Concerning 
Jos Chriſt, the Mediator between God and Man. 
IV. Concerning the Way and Means to obtain Sal- 
vation by Chriſt, the only Mediator. 


I. Concerning G O D, 


Tt is neceſſary to Know and Believe the following 
Severals : Namely, 

That God is an Infinite, Inviſible and Immortal! 
Spirit, without Bodily Parts or Paſſions, Almighty, 
All- knowing, every Where preſent, moſt Wiſe and 
Holy, moſt Juſt and Righteous, moſt Good and 
Gracious: The following Scriptures will '"Contirm 
your Belief of the Truth of this, viz. St. Fohn 4. 
24. Ged 1s a Spirit : St. Luke 24. 39. 4 Spirit hath 
wot Fleſh and Bones: Exod. 34 6, 7. The Lord paſſed 
by and proclaimed his Name, the Lird God gracious and 
merciful , long-ſuffering, abundant im Goodneſs, and 
Truth. 

2. That there is but one true andever-living God, 
who being One in Nature, is yet Three in Perſon, 
namely the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, 
each Perſon having his proper Part and Office in 
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for informing the Judgment. Z 
the Salvation of loſt Sinners, namely the Father as 
the Original and Fountain of it, the Son as the Ma- 
nager and Tranfafter of it, and the Holy Ghoſt as 
the Applier and Sealer of it: See the following 
Scriptures, Deut. 6. 4. The Lord thy God is one Lord : 
1 John F. 7, There are three that bear Record in Hea- 
wen, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe 
Three are One : St. John 15. 26. But when the Comfor- 
ter is come, whom I will ſend unto you from the Father, 
even the Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth from the Fa- 
ther, he ſhall Teftifie of me : Ephel. 4. 30, Grieve not 
the Holy Spirit of God, whereby you are ſealed unto the 
Day of Redemption. 

2- Thatthisever-living and only living Lord God, 
by his Almighty Power and Infinite Wiidom, Crea- 
ted the World and all things therein out of nothing, 
and by his effe&tual Providence doth ſuſtain and pre- 
ſerve them in being ; and doth likewiſe govern and 
diſpoſe of all thingsto his own Glory : Nehemiah 9. 
w. 6. Thou art Lord alone who haſt made the Heavens 
and the Heaven of Heavens, with all their Hoſt, the 
Earth and all things that are therein, and tbou pre/erveſt 
them all, 


IT. Concerning Man. 


We are to Know and Belicve, 

1. Thik Almighty God Created Man ( Adam) af- 
ter his own Image, which Conſiſted in Knowledge, 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, giving him an Ho- 
ly Law for the Rule of his Obedience, with Power 
to keep it, and a Promiſe of Life upon Condition of 
keeping it ; ſee Gen. 1. 27. So God created Man in his 
own Image, in the Image of God created he bim : Ecclel. 
7. 29. This only have I found, that God made Man Uy- 
right. 

— That Man ( Adam) being Created in an Holy 
vtae, yet ina mutable Condition, and under a po - 
: __  biliry: 
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bility of falling, being tempted by Satan, and left 
to the freedom of his own Will, did actually fall 
from his Eſtate of Innocency and Integrity, into a 
State of Sin and Miſery : Gen. 3. 6. Sind when the 
Werian ſaw that the Tree was good for Food, and plea- 
fant to the Eye, ſhe took thereof and did Eat, and gave 
alſo unto ber Husband and be did Eat: Ecclel. 7. 29. 
God baih made Man upright, but he hath found cut many 
Inventions 

2. "That by reafon of Man's Fall, - his Nature is 
wholy Corrupted with Origina? Sin, which is the 
&:ed and Root of all other Sins, derived upon us by 
Natuial Generation, whereby we are diſabled to 
that which is ſpiritually Good, and inclined to that 
which is Evil and ſinful; Gen. 5. 3. And Adam begat 
a Sen m his own likeneſs, after his Image: Pal. 1. F. 
Behold I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſin did my Mo- 
ther concerve me : Rom. 8. v.8. So then they that are in 
the fleſh cannot pleaſe God. 

4- Thatevery Man doth further fall into manifold 
AQual Sins in the daily Courſe of his Lite, tranſgreſ- 
ſing every one of God's hoiy Commandments, ci- 
ther in Thought, Word or Deed; fce Ecclef. 7. w. 
2%. There is nit a juſt Man upon Earth, that dceth 
good and ftnneth 70t > Rom. 3. V. 1 0. 23. There FI; 
rot one Tiphieous mar, 19 not one, for all have ſmned and 
come ſhort of the plery of God. 

5. Thatthe Puniſhment due to every Sin is Death 
and Hell; all Mileries Temporal , Spiritual and 
Etertal: Rem, 6 23. The Wapes of Sm #s Death : 
2 1 het. 1.9. They (hall be puniſhed with everlaſting 
Deftruttion from the Preſence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his Power. | 

6. That Almighty God pitying the deplorable 
Miſery of our fallen Eſtate, has found out a Way 
and appointed a Means for our Deliverance from 
the lower and Puniſhment of Sin by a Mediator and 
Redeemer ; 
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for informing the Judgment. n 
Redeemer : Titus 3. V. 4,5, 6. After that the Kindneſs 
and Love of God our Saviour towards Man appeared ; 
according to bis Mercy be ſaved us, by the waſhing of Re- 
generation and Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 


ITE. Concerning Chriſt the Mediator between 
| God and Man. 


Weought to Know and Believe 

1. That Jeſus Chriſt che Eternal Son of God, the 
ſecond Perſon in the Trinity, is the only Redeemer 
of loſt Man, and the only Mediator betwixt God 
and Man, from whom alone we are to expedt I ife 
and Salvation : 1 Tim. 2.5. There is one God and one 
Mediator betwixt God and Man, the Man Chriſt Feſus : 
Ads 4. 12. Neither is there Salvation in any other, for 
there is no other Name given under Heaven by whom we 
muſt be ſaved. 

2. That Jeius Chriſt our Redeemer was both God 
and Man, having two Natures in one Perſon, a Di- 
ving Nature as he was God, and an humane Nature 
as Man ; in which Humane Nature he ſuffered for 
Sinners, and in his Divine Nature fatished the Ju» 
ſtice of God tor Sin : Aﬀs 20. 28. Feed the Charch of 
God woich he bath purchaſed with his own Blood: Heb. 
10.V.10. By the which Will we are ſanflified thro the 
off ering of the Body of TFeſus Chriſt once for all. 

2. That Chriſt our Redeemer having taken upon 
him our Nature, lived here upon Earth about three 
and thirty Years, and did in our ſtead and for our 
o1N give full SatisfaQion to the Juſtice of his Father, 
by enduring moſt grievous Torments in his Soul, 
and by undergoing moſt painful Sufferings in Body, 
was Cruciftied, Dyed and was Buryed, and by his 
Death did Conquer Sin and Satan, Death and Hell ; 
Read the 26th. and 27th. Chapters of St. Matthew, 
which give a large Account of our Saviour's Suffer- 


ings. 
7 4+ That 
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4. That Jeſus Chriſt on the third Day Aroſe a- 
gain from the Dead, with the fame Body in which 
he ſuffered, with which Body alſo he Aſcended into 
Heaven, and ſiteth there at the Right Hand of hi; 
Father to interceed for us, and by his Interceflion in 
Heaven, making Application of that Redemption 
which he wroughton Earth, from whenceart the End 
ot the World he ſhall come againto Judge both Men 
and Devils, and todetermine their Final and Eternal 
State ; ſee Rom. 8. v. 34. Who is he that Condemucth, 
#t is Chrift that d)ed, yea rather that is riſen again, who is 
even at the Right Hand of God, who alſo maketh Inter- 
ceſſien for us: St. Matth. 13. v. 41, 42. The Son of 
Man ſhall [end forth bis Angels, and they ſhall gather cut 
of his Kingdom all things which offend, and them that do 
Iniquity, and ſhall calf them into a Furnace of Fire, where 


ſhall be wailirg and weeping, &Cc. 


IV. Concerning the Way and Means to obtain 
Selvation by Chriſt. 


7. That the way and means appointed by God for 
the Sinners Salvation thro? Jeſus Chriſt the ivedeemer, 
1s by Faith, Repentance, and ſincere Obedience : SO 
daith the Apoſtle, Eph. 2. 8, By Grace ye are {aved thro? 
Faith. Acts 11. 18. Then hath God allo to the Gentiles 
granted YEpONLance uno life 5 Heb. $-'V.9. Chriſt became 
e2e Author of Eternal Salvation to them that obey him. 

2, That faving Fa'th is a Grace of the Holy >pirit, 
wrought in us by the Miniſtry of the Word : 
Whereby we Co in our Underſtandings Afſent to the 
Do&rine of the Goipel as true, and wich our Wills 
embrace it as good © And according tothar Revelation, 
dodepend upon the merits of Chriſt atone for pardon 
of Sin, and eternal Life, on ſuch Conditions as che 
Goſpel has aſſured them upon, Rom. 10. wv. 10. 
With ths heart man belizveth unto Righteouſneſs : v5, John, 
6. V, 68, 69. Iebelieve andare ſure that thou art Ka 
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for informing the Judgment. 7 
the Son of the living God; to whom ſhall we go, thou haſt 
the words of Eternal I ife ? 

2. That true Repentance conſiſts in an hearty 
Trouble and Sorrow for Sin paſt: In an humble Ac- 
knowledgment and penitential Conteffion of Sin both 
paſt and preſent, but chiefly in ſuch ſtedfaſt Purpoſes 
and Reſolutions againſt Sin for the time to come, as 
do produce Actual Reformation and Amendment of 
Life. 2 Cor. 7. 11. Ye ſorrowed after a Godly fort, what 
carefulneſs did it work in you, yea what indignation, yea 
what fear, yea what wehement deſire, yea what revenge | 
Ifa. 55. 7. Let the Wicked forſake his way and turn, &C. 

4. That Repentance being a real Change and Re- 
formation of our Lives, to defer it to a fick Bed and a 
dying Hour, puts the Soul upon a mighty hazard, it 
being then impoflible to know the truth of our Re- 
pentance, when we want time and opportunity to 
make tryal of the ſincerity of it. St. Mat. 3. 8. Brin 
forth therefore fruits meet for Repentance. Ila. 55. 6: 
Seek yenow the Lord whilſt he may be found, and call up* 
on him whilſt he is near. 2 Cor. 6. 2. Behold now is the 
accepted time. 

5. That Sincere Obedience conliſts in a conformi 
of Heart and Life oo the Word and Will of G 
from an unfeigned Love to God, and a fincere De- 
light in keeping his Commandments. Pſal. 40. 8. 
1 delight to do thy will, oh my God, yea thy Law is with= 
in my heart. Acts 24. 16. Herein do 1 exerciſe my ſelf, 
to keep always a Conſcience void of offence towards God, 
and towards all men. 

6. That theObedience of the beſt of Chriſtians in 
this Life when at the beſt, 'is but imperfec,” attend- 
ed with much weakneſs, and accompanied with ma- 
mfold Imperfe&ions : which yet upon our humble 
acknowledgment, God will garciouſly pardon, and 
for Chriſt's ſake mercifully accept. Fob 9g. v.20. If 1 
ft ifie my ſelf, my own mouth ſhall condemn me ; If IT fay 1 

| am 
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am perfett, it hall alſo prove me perverſe. 2 Chr. 30. 18, 
I9, 20. The good Lord pardon every one that prepareth his 
heart to ſeek God; tho he be not cleanſed according to the 
purification of the Santtuary. And the Lord hearkened 
ro Hezekiah and healed the People. | 

7. That no Obedience is fincere but that which 15s 
Univerſal, and cauſes us to have an abiding reſpect 
unto all God's Commandments to obey them, andto 
all Chriſt's Inſticutions to obſerve and follow them : 
Plal. T1 19. 9. Then ſhall nor be aſhamed when I have re- 
fpe&# unto all thy Commandments. St, Mat. 28. 20. Teach- 
ng them to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 have commanded 

ou. 

8. Thatthe great Commands of God, are to Love 
him with all vur Hearts, with all our Souls, with all our 
Strength, and to lowe our Neighbour as our ſelves. Matth. 
22. 37, 38. Thou ſhalt lowe the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, 8c. This is the firſt and great Commandment, and 
the ſecond is like unto it ; Thou ſhalt lowe thy Neighbour as 
thy fel 

9. That the great Inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt under 
the Goſpel, are his Word and Sacraments, ro w:t, 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, which he Commands 
all his Diſciples and Followers moſt Religiouſly ro 
Celebrate until his coming . again unto Judgment. 
St. Mat. 28. ult. Go teach ail Nations, Baptiz,ing them, 
SC. And lo 1 am with you always even unto the end of the 
world. 1 Cor. 11. 26. As oft as ye. eat this Bread, 
and drink this "up, ye do ſhew the Loras death till he come. 

10. That Baptiſm is a Holy Inſtitution of our Savi- 
our's, for the benefit of Believers and their Seed : 
Wherein by the outward waſhing with Water in the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, it ſigni- 
hes the Spiritual waſhing of the Soul by the Blood and 
Spiric of Chriſt, from the guilt and filth of Sin. Eph. 


F- 25. 26. Chriſt loved bis Church and gave himſelf for 
it, that he might ſanfifie and cleanſe it, by the waſhing of 
at 


Water and the Word. I 1. 
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11. That the Lord's Supper is an holy Ordinance, 
wherein by Bread broken'and Wine poured out, the 
death of Chrift is ſhewed forth, and all the Penefics 
of his death are Repreſented, Applied, and Sealed 
unto Worthy Receivers. 1 Cer. 10. 16. The Cup of 
Bl:ſſmg which we bleſs is it not the Communion of the Blood 
of Chriſt, &C. 

12. That the end of this Ordinance is to be a 
Memorial of Chriſt's Death : To ftrengthen our Faith 
in him : To encreaſe our Communion with him : 
To be a Spiritual Banquet wherein we feed upon him, 
in order to our Spiritual. nouriſhment and Growth 
in Grace: '1 Cor. 11. 26. As oft as ye eat this Bread 
and drink this Cup, ye ſnew forth the Lords death till he 
come. 

13. That all ſuch as are truly penitent for Sin paſt, 
and holly reſolved againſt Sin, and for a new life for 
the time to come, tho? their Gracei be weak, their 
Doubts many, and their Fears great, yet ought they 
often to come to this Heavenly Banquet for Spiritual 
Strength and inward Comfort. St. fohn 6. 51. I am 
the living Bread which came down from Heaven, if any 
man eat of this Rread he ſhall live for ever. 

14. That it is the Duty of every one who would 
be a Worthy Receiver of the Lord's Supper, to pre- 
pare himſelt thercunto by previous Examination, and 
to make proof of his Knowledge, Faith and Charity, 
and fo to eat* of this* Bread and drink of this Cup. 
See 1 Cor. 11. 28. But let a Man examine himſelf, and 
ſo let him eat of that Bread and drink of that Cup. 

15- That the danger of UnworthyRefuſing, is cer- 
tainly as great as the danger of Unworthy Receiv- 
ing: the negies of Duty are as dangerous and dam- 
nable as the Ads of Sin, and Sins of Omiflion are 
certainly damning as well as Sins of Commitkion. 


| St+ 4at. 3. 10. Every Tree that bringeth not forth goed 
| fruit is cut down and caſt into the fire, 


1s, That 
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16. That God hath appointed a time in which he 
will Judge all Perſons as well for their omiflions of 
Good, as for their commiſſions of Evil, and every one 
ſhall receive an unalterable Sentence according to 
his Works. Rev. 20. 12. I ſaw the Dead ftanding bes 
fore God, and the Dead were Fudged according to their 
Works. 

I7- That thoſe who have here done Good, ſhall 
be abſolved, and accepted, and ſhall inherit a King- 
dom of Glory prepared for them where they ſhall 
both ſee andreſemble their Bleſſed Saviour, in perfeR 
Holineſs and endleſs Happineſs. 

18. That ſuch as have done Evil and dyed in their 
Impenicency, ſhall ſuffer an everlaſting Impriſon- ? 
ment with Devils and damned Spirits, in BlacknefsF j 
of Darkneſs for ever: Undergoing the perpetualfj 7 

| 
A 


gnawing of the Worm that dyeth not, and the ex- ; 
treme Torments of the Fire which never ſhall be quen- 
ched. St. Fohn5. 28. Marvel not at this, for the Howl ,, 
is coming mm which all that are m the Graves ſhall bear hit }, 
woice, and they ſhall come forth, they that hawve done good un- 
ro the Reſurretion of Life, and they that have done evilyi ; 


wnto the Reſurrettion of Danmation. 3 
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Containing Praftical Direftions for the General ® 
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T. Direction. For the Right Ordering of Our Thoughts. 24 
ns Ergo ſum; T Think, theretore I am; 15afj | 
prime Concluſion with the Modern and Inge-ſh,f 
nuous Philoſopher. Thinking is the ſureft Prootþy 
and Evidence of Being : I cannot ſo certainly con-fhs 
clude I Am, becauſe I Walk, I Drink, I See and Rear a) 


becauſe the Senſes are oft-times deceived, but it - by 
. ur 


bts. 


- 154 
nge- 


roc 


COnN- 
Leal; 
] be 
ſurs 


Praitical Direftions, &c. 


If 
ſure I Think, I am fure I Am, becauſe Thinking is 


an Operation that flows from Being. Now as bare 
Thinking is an Argument of meer Being, ſo Well- 
Thinking is an Evidence of Well-Peing ; for fays 
the Wiſe-man, Prov. 23. » 7. As a Man Thinketh 
in his Heart, [o is he. | 

Therefore in Order to the right Governing of thy 
daily Thoughts, Obſerve the tollowing Rules. 

1. Think frequently with thy elf, that as chy Pulſe 
will be continually beating, fo thy Thoughts will be 
always working to thy -Dying Hour, and therefore 
had need be well imployed. 

2- Think often what a World of Sin a Man may. 
be guilty of in his Thoughts, Atheiſm , Blaſphemy , 
Idolatry, Adultery, Murder, and what not ? and 
Believe thy ſelf to beno lefs Accountable to God for 
the Sin of thy Thoughts, than of thy Words and 
Actions, Ercleſ. 12. 14. God ſhail bring every ſecret 
thing into Fudgment, whether it be Good, or whether it 
be Evil. 

3, Think often what a Glorious Theme and Sub- 
jet for thy Thoughts God has provided and laid 
beforethee ; as himſelf in his Attributes, his Son in 
his Natures, Life and Actions, his Hoiy Spirit in all 
Its gracious Operations, his Word and Promiſes; 
his Works of Creation, Prefervation and Redempti- 
on, &c. Aſtronomy does but Serveipgh a Dun, hill, 
in compariſon of what Chriſtianity Contemplates ; 
Stars are but dirty Clodds compared with that Gio- 
ry which lyes within the reach of the Chriſtian's 
Thoughts. | 

4. Think every Morning what good Offices thow 


haſt to do that Day, and ſo Think all the Day as if 
all thy Thoughts were written on thy Forehead for 


he whole World to read ther, and fo Act every 


pay 25 1t thou had(ſt a Thouſand Eyes upon thee, 


B 


Þ 1hink 
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F- Think thy own Condition to be certainly the 
beſt, becauſe the Wiſdom of God ſees it beſt for 
thee; if thou haſt not as much as others, yer thou 
haſt that which 1s Appointed for thee : In Heaven 
our Reward ſhall be, not according to the good 
things we have received here, but according to the 
good Works which we have done here. At the Reck- 
oning Day he will be accounted the wiſeſt Man that 
Þas laid out his Time in good Duties, and his Trea- 
ſure in good Works. 

6. Think Contentment to be the trueſt Riches , 
and Covetouſneſs the greateſt Poverty. He is not 
Rich that his much, but he that has enough ; that 
Man is Poor who Covets more, and yet wants a 
Heart to enjoy what he has already. 


7. Think it no part of thy Buſineſs curiouſly to Þ 


Search into other Mens Lives, but narrowly to ine | 


ſpe& the Errors of thine own : Ir is much better to 
amend one Fault in our felves than to find out an 
hundred Faults in another. 

8. Think ic a greater Vertue to forgive one Inju- 
ry than to do many Kindneſfes, becaufe it is harder 
and more againſt Nature, 

' 9. Think him no True Friend whom one Injury 
can make thine Enemy. He muſt have no Friends 
that will have a Friend with no Faults. 

10. Take a View of thy Thoughts every Night, as 
the Maſter does of his Servants Work every Day, 
and fo think (if potiible) of all things now, as thou 
wilt think of them when paſling into Eternity. 


IT. Dire&ion," For the right Ordering of our Words. 


Speech is a very Noble and Advantageous Benefit 
to Man, by which he excells the whole Creation : 
Our 'Tongue is our glory, the Index and Expreſſer 
of our Mind and "Thoughts, the Inftrument of. our 


Creator”s Praiſe ; and there is no Subjeet fo _— 
an 


for the gemeral Courſe of Life. 
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© | and honourable for the Tongue of Man to be im- 
'T | ployed about, as the Word and Works of God : 
a ? . : 
There is a great Difficulty in governing of the 
4 Tongue, it being a proud and active Member, and 
therefore the Scripture places much of Religion in 
= Bridlimg of the Tongue, St. Fames 1. 26. 
- It is the great Wiſdom of a Van to know both 
at } when and what to ſpeak, and alſo how and when 
i || co be filent; for a Man may Sin both Ways, by 
over-lilence as well as by over-much ſpeaking. Wo 
> » | unto us, if we want a Tongue to Publiſh Gods 
Ot F Truth, to plead God's Cauſe, tro Vindicate God's 
_ Honour, and to found forth God's Praile, 

To Avoid all Extreams, Remember theſe Rules : 
to r. Accuſtom not thy ſelf to ſpeaking over-much 
N- | and before thou ſpeakeſt, Conſider ; let not thy 
to} Tongue run, before Reaſon and Judgment bid it go; 
an Þ if the Heart doth not premeditare, the Tongue muſt 
. | neceſlarily precipitate. 
ju- 2. Letthe Matter of your Speech be both true and 
der Þ profitable : True (logicatly) » an Agreement be- 

twixt the Thing and your Words, without falf- 
uy hood , and True (morally) by an Agreement be- 
nc>F twixt your Tongue and your Heart, without Diſli- 
mulation. 
» BF 3, Speakalways to God with extraordinary Dread 
ay and Caution, and always of him, with a profound 
hou Fl Veneration and Awfulnels of Regard. 

4. Speak of Holy Things frequently, but always 
; | ſeriouſly, yer place not Religion in Talk only, nor 

6 meaſure Goodneſs by good Words ; *tis much eaſier 
oy to Talk like a Saint than to be one. 
or 5. Speak well of all Men *till thou knoweſt other- 
wo , whe, and when thou canſt not ſpeak well, be Si- 
x ent, 


B 2 6. Speak 
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6. Speak not well of any undeſervedly, that'sſor- 
did Flattery : Speak not well of thy ſelf, tho? never 
ſo deſerving, that's Vain-glory ; but Value more a 
good Conſcience than a good Commendation. 

7. Speak not in high Commendation of any Man 
to his Face, nor Cenfure any Man behind his Back 


but if thou knoweſt any thing good of him, tell it | 
unto others, if any thing ill, tell it privately and | 


prudently to himſelf. 

s, Speak not well of thy fel!, tho” others do fo, 
and yet give no Occaſion to others to fpeak other- 
wiſe than well of thee : Neither fpeak thine own 
Praiſes, nor greedily hear them, but when any thing 


relates to thy own Commendation, Watch againſt | 


the Vanity of Self-Applauding 


9g. Speak not Cenſorioully of thy Betters , nor | 


Scornfully of thy Inferiours, nor Boaſtingly of thy 
Self. 

10. Speak always Tiuth, eſpecially when called 
forth to ſpeak it. and abhor Lying as you abhor 
the Devil, who is the Father of Lyes, and the 'Tor- 
menter of Lyars. | 

ir. Swear not falſely before a Magiſtrate, for 
this is an Appcal to God as your Jugde, and an En- 
gagement of God to be your Avenger: Theretore 
whenever you take an Oath, lock that the Cauſe of 
it be neceſlary and weighty, the Manner of it grave 
and folemn, and the End of it honeſt and ſincere. 
12. Swear not raſhly-in your ordinary Diſcourſe, 
for this will render the Truth of all you ſay ſuſpect- 
ed by wiſe Men : He that {wears vainly, ought not 
to be much credited when he ſpeaks truly ; becauſe 
he that Dreads not an Oath, will not Tremble at a 
L ye. 


Hy. Dire&tion. For the Right Ordering of our A& ions. 


Our Actions having a far greater Aptitude that 
O!1r 


for the General Courſe of Life. I; 


our Words, to'make an Impreſſion upon the Minds 
and Manners of Men whom we converſe with, it 
highly concerns us to exerciſe great Watchfulneſs, 
over our ſelves in all. the Actions of humane Life, 
and to he exadtly circumſpect in our daily walking, 
performing our Duty to"God, our Neighbour, 'and 
our ſelves, in ſuch a manner that God may be glori- 
fied, Religion adorned, our Neighbour edified, and 
our own Souls ſaved. In order to that end, the fol- 
lowing Rules may be helpful. (FE 

1. Look carefully that Love to God and Obedi- 
ence to his Commands, be the Principle -and Spring 
from whence thy Actions flow, and that the Glory 
of God and the Salvation of thy Soul be the End to 
which all thy Actions tend ; and that the Word of 
God be thy Rule and Guide in every Enterprize and 
Undertaking. . Gal, 6. 16. As many as 'walk by this 
Rule, peace be on them, and mercy. | 

2. Hrcocarieh and Undertake no Action without 
Advice from Heaven, asking Counſel of God by 
Prayer, He bleſleth or blaſtech our Endeavours, ac- 
cording as we own our dependency upon him, and 
Engagements to him. 

2. Then ſerve the Providence of God in the Uſe 
of all lawful and fit Means for attaining thy Ends in 
all honeſt Undertakings, having firſt recommended 
ther co the Divine Blefling. For know, that the Pro- 
vidence of God ordinazily works in 4 way of concur- 
rence with our EndJeavours : Follow therefore Pro- 
vidence,; but not run before it. | " 

4. Do no Action upon which thou may'ſt not war-' 
rantably pray for God's Blefling : Do nothing tor 
which thou ſhalt need to ask God's Pardon : Ler thy 
hiſt care-be, not to Do an 1ll Action, thy next care 
to Repent of it. 

5. Offend not either Godor thy Neighbour know- 
ingly and deliberately 3 but if- thou talleft by Sur- 
Rad B 3 __ 
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prize, confeſs it, for Coniefhon is ſome part of Sa- 
tisfaction: By denying a little Sin, thou makeſt it 
great ; but by contefling a great Sin to God, thou 
makeſt it as none at all. 

6. Be ſtrictly juſt in all thy Dealings with Man, 
and think not thy ſelf diſcharged from the Dury of 
Righteouſneſs rowards thy Neighbour, by any extra- 
ordinary Mealures of pr2tend2d Zeal and Piety to- 
wards God : For all ſuch Pricences to Piety are but 
Hypocriſie, if Men be not really Honeſt as well as 
ſeemingly Devout. And Diſhoneſty and Unrighte- 


ouſneſs will as certainly ſhut Men out of Heaven, 'as 


Impiety and Prophaneneſs, 1 Cor. 6 9g. 

7. Think it not ſufficient that you do not do an 
il thing, but you muſt not do an hard thing to any, 
but be kind and charitable as well as juſt and honeſt ; 
always endeavouring to do the utmoſt good you can, 
by a Life of univerſal Uſefulneſs. 

8. Deride not any Man's Deformities, but Bleſs 
God that they are not thine. Men ſhall anſwer ar 
God's Bar for their Vicious Habits, but not for their 
Natural Imperfections. 

9. Never forget the Kindneſſes which others do 
for you: Never upbraid others with the Courteſies 
which you do for them. 

10. Be covetous of nothing but of doing Good, 
and Prodigal of nothing but of Good Counſel. 

11. Promiſe nothing which may prejudice thee 
in the performance, but perform what thou haſt-pro- 
miſed, tho? it be to thy real prejudice. A wiſe Man 
meaſures his Promites by his Abilities, but he mea- 
ſures his Performances by his Promiſes. 

12. Always judge of Men by their Converſation 
towards God ; Never, by God's Diſpenſation to- 
wards them. 

13. Let not what is falſly za/Þd of thee, ever 
trouble thee, for an ill Report makes no Body - ill 

| LE all « 
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for the general Courſe of Life. © 17 
Man: be careful to do nothing that deſerves to be 
ill ſpoken of; and then let it never Trouble thee to 
be 1]l ſpoken of undelervedly. 
14. Revenge notan Injury tho' thou could'ſt, yet 
ſhew that thou art able ro-Revenge it if thou would/{t. 
To Revenge a Wrong done unto thee, 1s a greater 
Wrong to thy ſelf than the Injury received by thee. 
Beware when others hurt thee, thac thou hure not 
thy ſelt. | 

15. Unwillingly undertake a Suit of Law, and 
moſt willingly make an end of it. Choole rather to 
by Quietnefs with ſome Loſs, than to gain much by 
Strite and Contention : for going to Law, is one of 
thoſe Lawful things which is very ditficulely managed 
without Sin : *Tisrare, if a Man wrongs not his Soul 
by Righting his Eſtate. 

16. Lookupon Obedience to the Authority which 
God has ſet over you, in all lawful and unforbidden 
things, to be a neceflary and indifpenſable Duty. 
In all ſuch Caſes, it is not for Men of a private Capa- 
city to Diſpute, but to Obey. 
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Containing particular Advices for the well ma-\ 
waging of every Day. 


1. TDEgin and End every Day with God : In the 

Morning when you awake, accultom your 
{elf to Think firſtupon God, and let him have your 
firſt Awaking Thoughts, life up your Hearts roGod 
reverently and thankfully for the Reſt of the Night 
paſt, and let your firſt Diſcourle be agreeable co 
your Thoughts, Pſal. 139. 18. Whin 1 awake I am 


fill with thee, 
B4 2, Spend 
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2, Spend that Time which muſt neceſſarily be al- 
lowed for the Drefling of your ſelves, in fruitful 
Meditation, of the great Mercy of a Nights Reſt, 
and of your renewed I'ime. Think how many ſpent 
that Night in Hell, how many ina Priſon, how ma- 
ny Worried cut that Night in tormenting Pains and 
languiſhing Diſtempers, weary of their Beds and 
tneir Lives together : Think alſo how many Souls 
wee the lait Night iummoned from their Bodies to 
Appear b-tore the Dreadtul 'God, and how ſeon 
vour laft Night may come. 7 | 

3. Let Secret Prayer by your ſelf alone be con 

ſtantly pertormed before the Work of the Day be 
Ungertaken : Ir js much better to go from Prayer to 
Butineſs, than from Buſineſs. to. 'P: ayer, in regard 
ot the Minds Ireedom trom Diſtrating Thoughts : 
Becauſe alſo, if the World gets the-Starc of Religi- 
on in the Morning, *tis hard for: Religion to.Over- 
take the World all the Day after. 
- 4. Let Family-Worſhip be [performed conſtantly 
and leaſfonably, at chat Hour whieh is freelt in re- 
2ard of Interruption, and jook that it be Reverent- 
ly and Spiritually-performed : Call not then for the 
Cuinion when there is more need of the Pillow. 

5- Then fer about and follow the:Labours of your 
Calling wich Diligence and Induſtry : He that ſays, 
Be fervent in Prayer, fays alſo, Be not flothful m Buſi- 
zeſs, Rom. 12. and let the Day be ſpent in your 
Calling wotchtully , watching your Company you 
Converle with, and the Corruption which you find 
ſtirring in you ; but eſpecially Watch againſt thoſe 
Temptations, which the Company: you are with, 
the Place you are in, or the Work and Calling you 
are about, may expoſe you to, or lay you under. 

6. When about your Calling; if alone, improve 


the Time in fruittul Meditation, -and holy Ejacula- 


**ons, or ſhort Prayers, which are no Hinderance at 
| | all 
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the well-mwriazing'of twery Day. r9 
all to your Worldly Buſineſs; if: in Company, in 
ſuch profitable-Diſcourſe- as may- tend to make thy- 
ſelf and others both Wiſer and Better. 

7. In doing your Dity.'in- the -Labours of your 
Calling, humbly depend upon God's Fatherly.Care 
for a-Comfortable Subſiſtence for thy Bf and Fami- 
ly, and Compoſe thy” Mind in all Conditions of 
Life to a quiet and ſteady Dependance on the Divine 
Providence, being anxioufly Careful for nothing, but 
caſting :all-your : Care. upon him: that -Careth - for 
you. ; | 

8. Heedfully. Obſerve all. the Paſſages:of Divine 
Providence daily, both. rtowaids thy felf and 'orhers; 
and! thoſe > Providenrial-'Diſpenſationswhith: thou 
can'ſt not thoroughly Underttand, awfully[Admire. . 

9. In. all Places and in all Companies «remember 
the Preſence of God, \and-walk continually-2s:under' 
the View of his All-ſeeing and Obſerving Eye:: OF- 
ten coniider that God is: every where Prelerit, and 
then you will ſtudy to be every where'Holy: !':. - 

10, Walk every day with-an high Eſteem of the 
preciouſneſs,  ſwittneſs and irrecoverableneſs of your 
Time, and refolve to ſpend it in nothing which you 
dare not Pray for a Blefling upon, in nothing which 
you know muſt be Repenred. of before you :Dye, 
in nothing which you. would nor be found doing it 
Deach ſhould ſurprize you. in the doing of vit. _ | 

ir. Look-every Day to the faithtul Diſcharge of 
the reſpective. Dutics of your ſeveral Relations, as 
Husbands and Wives, Parents and Children, Ma- 
ſters and Sefvants, and remember that much. of the 
Life and. Power of Religion conſiſts in the Gonſct- 
entious Practice of Relative Duties., * it 0 
: 12. Ini the :Evening retire; and: take, a; View -of 
your -Adcions the Day paſt, Examine what good you: 
have either gone or received, and bewait.it ag: Day: 
loſt,” in which you have not either Profited:others 
or Advantaged your ſelf, - CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of Glorifying God in our Natural CAtions, viz. 
in Our Eating, Drinking and Sleeping. 


IJ: is the Advice of the Holy Apoſtle, 1 Cor: ro. 31. 

That whether we Eat or Drink, or whatever we do, to 
ao all to the Glory of Ged ;, plainly implying, that a 
Chriſtian ought to perform his Natural Actions to 
Spiritual Purpoſes, and whilſt he is feeding his Bo- 
dy, muſt have an Eye at his Serving of God ; Eat- 
ing and Drinking to the ſatisfying of. our .Natures, 
and not to the gratilying of our Luſts. '.Our law- 
ful Comforts without Warchfulneſs become our great- 
eſt Snares: The firſt Sin that ever was commuted, 
entered the World by Eating. Our: firſt Parents 
pleaſed their Appetites to their Ruine, which oughe 
to make their Poſtericy afraid of all ſinful Exceſles ; 
t& prevent which, let the following Rules be remem- 
bred and obſerved : 

i. Raiſe not any perplexing Scruples about what 
you aic to Eat and Drink to no purpoſe, but on- 
Iv to your own Vexation. Remember, Chriſt has 
taken away that Diſtin&tion of Meats, (Clean and 
Unclean) which was of old amongſt the Jews, and 
has given us a liberty of feeding upon all the good 
Creatures of God with Temperance and Sobriety, 
X Titm. 4+ 4. Every Creature of God is geod, and nothing 
70 be refuſed, if it be recerved with Thankſgiving : 
Which hints a ſecond Rule : 

2. Look that your Meat and Drink be: bleſt and 
fan&ified to you by Prayer and Thankſpiving : Sit 
not down to your Food as a Beaſt to his Fodder, 


without taking any Notice of the Hand that = 
vides 
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vides it for you. Our Meat doth not Nouriſh us by 
its own Power, but by Divine Appointment, and 
therefore our Bleſſed Saviour, tho' he was Lord of 
the Creatures, yet did not fit down to feed on them 
before he look'd up to Heaven for a Blefling upon 
Z. | them, St. Mark 6. 41. Remember that the Creatures 
on your Table are God s Creatures, and if you Con- 
vert them to your own Uſe without asking God's 
r. | Leave, you are bold Uſurpers. P: 
70 3. Eat and Drink as in the Preſence and View-of” 
a | God: We are mot apt to forget God at our Meals, 
to | feeding our ſelves without fear. Now the Remem- 
o- | brance of God's Eye upon us will Remedy this : 
it- | It is a memorable Expreflion which you have in 
es, | Exod. 18. v. 12. And Aaron and all the Elders of Iſ- 
v-. | rael came to eat Bread with Moſes's Fatber-in-law _ 
it- | God : Where Obſerve (1.) The Greatneſs of their 
d, | Courteſie, (2.} The Graciouſneſs of their Carriage. 
arts | Their Courteſje was great, tho' Fethro was 2 Stran- 
he | ger, and no J/elite, yet the Elders of Irae! konour- 
s ; | ed him wichtheir Company,, and their Carriage was 
n- | gracious, rhey came to eat Bread with him before Gow 
that is, in gloriam & honorem Dei, lays one, to the Ho- 
1at | nour and Glory of God : They received their Suſte- 
"n- | nance as in God's fight, and cauſed their Proviſion 
1as || to tend to God's Praiſe. 
nd 4+ Remember that Reaſon and not Appetite is to 
nd || be our Guide and Rule both for the Quantity and 
od | Quality of our Meat and Drink : Not what Appe- 
ty, | fite likes beſt, but what Reaſon and Judgment tells 
ing | you is beſt, ought tobe received by you. _ Meat and 
g : | Drink have deſtroyed more Thouſands, than ever 
Poyſon did ; becauſe Perſons are not fo fearful of 
nd | theſe as they are of that. If che Brute Creatures at 
Sit | any time cat or drink to any Degree of Excels, it 
er, | to fatisfie their Nature, not to gratifie theig 
ro- | Luſts, But what an Abominable ſhame 1s it for Man, 
des inſteap 
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inſtead of- being governed by Reaſor!to be enſlaved 
by his Luft ; and to have his ſenſit tive Appetite com- 
mand his rational Faculty. 

. Take heed of making thy Table a Snare; either 
to wy ſelf or others. This is done two Ways: 
(1.) When our Meals are Incentives to Sin, ani our 
Food is made Fewel for our Luſts; the Fleſh is 
an Enemy too ſtrong for- us when we take away its 
Armour, and fight againſt it; but much more fo, 
when we ourſelves put Weapons into its Hand, and 
provide it 'Ammuniton to fight againſt us. Row. 13. 
ult. Make ' no proviſion for' the fleſh to” fulfill the tuſts 
thereeſ. (2.) We 'make onr Table 'a Snare when by 
our Importunities we urge- others to Eat and* Drink 
more than they deſire, \or- their Natures will well 
bear. It is unqueſtionably lawful for a Man fſome- 
times to exceed in his Pr oviſions for his Friends, but 
lawful at no time to exceed ithe hounds of Sobriety 
and Moderation himſelf,- or to-fſolicite 'others ſo ro 
doe. The Royal Example of Ahaſuerus'an Heathen 
King, the- Spirit of God has Recorded to the ſhame 
of many that call themſelves Chriſtians : Efth. 1. 
v. 7, 8. When he made x magnificent Feaſt for his 
Princes and: Nobles, he command: that every Man 
Eat and -Drink according to bis own Pleaſure, and 
that none be compeird. 

6. Let every-one labour to underſtand, what is 
moſt conducible to his own -Health, and let that be 
the ordinary meafure of his Diet, both for Quantity, 
Quality and Time. ft isvevery "Man's Duty to ob- 
ſerve the Temper of his ewiv'Body ; and to'under- 
ſtand his particular Conftitution in order to \the 
preſervation of: Life and' Health 3 that 'a healthful 
Body may be :Alfiſtant to a holy Soul-in the Sefvice 
of God. < 

Often conſider wich thy ſelf, what a'ſinning 


Gin) what-a Beaſtly Sin, : arid whar a Deſtroying _ 
the 
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the Sin of Intemperance 4s. ?Tis an In-let to all Sin, 
and for that Reaſon perhaps is not particularly for- 
bidden in any one of .the Commandments, becauſe 
it is contrary to them All: Drunkenneſs may be cal- 
led a breach of every one of the Commandments, 
becauſe it diſpoſes Men to break them All : What Sin 
is it, that a Drunken Man ſtands not ready to com- 
mit? Fornication, Murther, Adultery, Inceſt, what 
not 2 And how doth this Sin transform a Man into 
a Beaſt, and make him the Shame and Reproach of 
Humane Nature ! Of the two, it is much worſe to 
be like a Beaſt than tobe a Beaſt : The Beaſt is what 
God has made it, but the Drunkard is what Sin and 
the Devil has made him : Add to this, that the In- 
temperate Man 1s his own Tormenter, yea his own 
Deſtroyer ; as appears by the many Diſeaſes and un- 
timely Deaths which Surfeiting and Drunkennels dai- 
ly bring upon Men. For as Temperance and $So- 
briety is the Nurſe and Preſerver of Life and Health, 
ſo Exceſs in either is the occaſion of Self-murther, 
'tis like a lingring Poyſon, which tho' it works flow- 
ly, yet it deſtroys ſurely. Conſider laſtly, That In- 
temperance is a Sin which a Man 'cannor preſent- 
ly Repent of, as ſoon as he has committed it: A 
Drunken Man is no more fit to Repent than a Dead 
Man ; and what Affurance has any Man that 
when Drunkenneſs cloſes his Eyes over Night, that 
he ſhall not open them in Hell Flames next Morn- 
ing? How many Thouſands have cloſed their 
Eyes in a Drunken fit, and opened them in another 
World. 

8, Think it neither unlawful nor indecent to 1n- 
termingle innocent and harmleſs Mirth with your 
Eating and Drinking ; but always remember to keep 
within the bounds oi Modeſty, Decency and Sobrie- 
ty. Itis certainly a _melancholly Reflexion, that in 
the thing we call Society and Converſation, BE Gen- 

: . timan 


24 Of Glorifying God 
tleman and the Chriſtian, Mirth and Religion ſhould 
be thought inconſiſtent ; that Men to fly Preciſeneſ; 
muſt run into Debauchery and Prophanene. Can. 
not ſourneſs and morofeneſs be baniſh Converſa- 
tion, but muſt Modeſty and Sobriety be baniſht too? 
Muſt our Entertainments of one another at our Ta- 
bles adminiſter either to Sin or to Sullenneſs <.. Sure- 
ly itis poffible to obſerve the Rules of Converfation 
better without running into either Extream. A Ver- 
tuous and Wiſe Man art his Table may let his Tongue 
looſe in a harmleſs Urbanity, but at the ſame time 
he ſcorns to come within the Verge of a baſe Scur- 
rility. Eph. 4. 29. Let no fithy Communication preceed 
out of your Mouth, but that which is good to the uſe of 
Edifymng. 


As touching Intemperance and Exceſs in Sleep, 
Necetlity Cures moſt of you that are Poor of this 
Evil, and it may be happy for you that it doth ſo, 
for how many Thouſand Hours have ſome that are 
Rich to account for, which were ſpent in a ſinful 
Exceſs of Sleep ? And Oh, how earneſtly will ſuch 
Perſons ſhortly Wiſh for thoſe Hours to ſpend over a- 
gain which were thus Conſumed. 

1. Ler Prudence dire& you about the Meaſure of 
your Sleep, and Piety inſtru&t you to mind the Ends 
of it, which are the repairing of Nature, the re- 
freſhing of the Spirits, the ſupporting of our frail 
Bodics, which continual Labour and Toil would ſoon 
weary and wear out ; but now a moderate Degree of 
Sleep beſt ſerves theſe Ends, namely, to fic us for 
Buſineſs, and enable us to Serve God by an Active 
Obedience. 

2. Often Conſider what a great Time-waſter 
Sleep is, and that there is no part of your Time fo 
totally loſt as that which is Conſumed in Sleep, for 


all that Time a Man's Reaſon 1yes idle and buried, all 


his 
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his Wiſdom and Knowledge is of no Uſe or Advan- 
tage to himſelf or his Neighbour. 

3. Remember how veiy injurious Immoderate 
Sleep is, both to thy Body and Soul : To thy Body, 
in filling that full of Diſeaſes, and making it a've- 
ry Sink of Pernicious Humours: To thy Soul, by 
bringing a ftupitying Dulineſs on its Faculties, and 
thereby rendring it unfit for Holy Services. 

emember alſo the grand Importance of the 
Butineſs of your Souls, which lyes continually upon 
your Hands ; andlet the Conſideration of the great- 
neſs of your Work, rouſe and raiſe you from a Bed 
of Sloth. If you have a Journey to go, or ſome 
extraordinary Buſineſs to do, you can riſe Early at 
a particular time, why not then every Day, when 
you have much greater Buſineſs to do for God and 
your Souls } 

5. Remember that your Morning hours are the 
Flower of your Time, and thac early rifing makes 
at once both the Body healthful and the Soul holy. 
The Morning is the belt time for enjoying God and 
our ſelves, then are our E£pirits treſh, and our Hearts 
free from Worldly Cares. 

6. Believe yourſelf certainly Accountable to God 
for the Time you ſpend in Sleep ; this will make 
you with Holy Hooper, ſparing of your Sleep, more 
ſparing of your Dyet, and moſt ſparing of your 
Time. 
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CHAP. V. 


Of Glorifying God in our Civil Imployments, and 
Laboars of our particular Callings. 


"A Lmighty God has ſent no Man into the World 


D 0 idle, but to ſerve him in the way of an 
honeſt 


— 
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honeſt and induſtrious Diligence: He that ſays, Re- 


member th: Sabbath-day to keep it holy, ſays alſo, Si 
days ſhalt thou labour, either with the Labour of the 
Mind, or of the Body, or with both. Riches and 
a great Eſtate will excuſe none from labouring in 
lome kind or other, in the Service of our Maker ; 
for he that receives moſt Wages, ſurely ought to do 
ſome Work. be: | 

1. Labour to Underſtand and be thoroughly ſen- 
ſible how much you are beholden to God for the 
Benefic of a Calling : Thouſands are now Blefling 


God in Heaven tor the Blefling of a Calling here on 


Earth, by which multitudes of Temptations were 
prevented ; how many Sins doth a I.ife of Idleneſs 
expole unto ? | 

2. Be Diligent and Induſtrious in the way of thy 
Calling, and that from a Principle of Obedience to 
the Divine Command : He that ſays, Be fervent mn 
Prayer, ſays alſo, Be not ſlotbful in Buſineſs. An idle 
Man has no Pattern or Preſident either in Hell or 
Heaven : Not in Hell, for the Devils are diligent 
about their Deeds of Darkneſs : Not in Heaven, for 
the Angels are continually imployed, either in Be- 
holding God's Beauty, or in Executing God's Com- 
mands. 

3. If thou art called to the meaneſt and moſt 
faborious Calling, that of an Husband-man, mur- 
mur not at it, becauſe it is Wearifome to the Fleſh, 
but eye the Command of God, and in Obedience 
thereunto, be diligent in thy place, and then thou 
glorifieft God as truly when digging in thy Field, 
as the Miniſter in his Pulpit, or the Prince upon his 
Throne, TIT 

4- Be ſtritly Juſt and exaatly Rightequs in the 
way of thy Calling, and with a generous Diſdain 
and reſolute Contempt abhorr the gerting of Rich- 


es by Unrighteouſneſs : Curſed Gain is no ow. 
ow 
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Rich on Farth. and to roar in 


How fad 1s it to 
Heit tor Unrighteous Riches tle that chunrs and 
over-reaches, he that ticks and defrands his Netgh- 
bours, 1s as fure to go to Hell, without Repentance 
and Reſlirution, as the prophaneſt 5wea er or Lrun- 
kacd in a Town. 1 Cor. 6. 9. K Y; | 
wir1ig ater Us ſnat] not mnerit the Ring drm of Gee: 2 

5- Be very. careful that thy paiticular Caliing as 
a private Perſon, do not j1croach upon thy Ge: .c- 
ral Calling as a Chriſtian : The World is 4 great de- 
yourer of precious Time, ic robs the Soul of ma- 
ny an Hour which ſnould be ſpent in Communion 
with Gcd, and in corimuning with our own Hearts. 
How many ae fo taken up with their Trade on 
Earth, that they forget to converſe with Heaven : 
Verity there 15 a Holy part in every Mans Time, 
which the daity Exerciſes of Religion call for, and 
which it 15 our daily Duty to keep inviolable from 
the Sacrilegious Hands of an encroaching World. 

6. Labour alter an heavenly frame of Spitic in the 
Management of thy Larchly Fufine(s ; and take heed 
tiat thy Worldly Imployments do not blunt the 
edge of thy ſpiritual AﬀeRionrs, but- eadcavour to 
tcep thy Heart cloſe with God when thy Hand is 
employed in the Labours of thy Calling. A faiths 
tul and Loving Pu:band, when ke has been abroad 
al Day in Varieties of Company, vet when he comes 
home at Night he Drings hs Aﬀections with hira as 
mure to his Wits, as wacn be went forti in the 
Morning from he: ; 2 15 inwardly pleaſed, 
mar he is got Hom aitother Company, to enjoy hers: 
Thus doth a neaveniy-minded Chrittien afrer he has 
hent ſome time amidſt his wo: id:y .bavinedls in the 
Labours of his Calling; he deſires encavours 
Obring his whole Heart to God with him, when ac 
Nizht he returns. into his Preience © wait vpon tim ; 
yea, he ſtrives to keep his Heart with God all the 


Day 


; , WV 2» . . þ + +; 
C11 / Wii. # i&f 4+ & LiJE 


® 
. 


7 42-1 
) 4 
Ka 
= 


PO 
«S4 1%.4 


—w a 


23 Of Glorifhing God in Civil Imployments. 


day long, by often lifting it up to God, in Holy 
Thoughts and Pious Ejaculations, which are an Help 
rather than an Hinderance to Worldly Buſineſs. 

7. Eye God in every Providence thou meetelt with 
in thy Calling : Doſt thou meet with any diſappoint- 
ment, ſee and be ſenſible of God's Hand in it. All 
that are diligent are not thriving in this World: 
There are Myſteries of Providence as well as My- 
ſteries of Faith, which we can never fathom. Dot 
thou meet with a Blefling ? Own God 1n all that 
good Succeſs thou findeſt in thy Imployment ; fay 
with Holy Facch, Gen. 23. 11. The Lord hath dealt 


graciouſly with me, and I have enough, When God at 


any time ſends thee in Profit, let ic be thy care to 
ſend him back Praiſe : For nothing is 1o Acceptable 
wo God as 2 Grateful Mind. 

8, Watch daily againſt the Sin of thy Calling, as 
allo againft the Sin of thy Conſtitution ; and what- 
ever 'Temptations thou meeteſt with from either , 
cry mightily to Heaven for Power to reſiſt them 
knowing that thou never yieldeſt to a Temptation, 
but the Spirit withdraws in Tears, and the Devil 
goes away in Triumph. 

9. Having uſed faithful Diligence in thy lawful 
Calling, perplex not thy Thuughts about the Ifſue 
and Succeſs of thy Endeavours ; but labour to com- 
poſe thy Mind in all Conditions of Life to a quiet 
and ſteady Dependance on God's Providence, being 
anxiouſly careful tor nothing. There is a threefold 
Care which the Scripture takes notice of : Namely, 
A Care of the Head, a Care of the Hand, and a Care 
of the Heart, A Care of the Head, and that 15a 
Care of Providence and prudential Forecaſt, this 1s 
commendable. A Care of the Hand, and that 1s 4 


care of Diligence and Induſtry ; this is profitable.| 


Bufthen there is the Care of the Heart, which 1s a 


Care of Difftidence and Diſtruſt, a Care of AnxITY 
an 
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and Perturbation of Mind. This is Culpable and 
exceeding Sinful. See St. Marth, 6, 31, 32, 33, 
$7 Reſolve it in thy Mind to be chearful and 
contented with thy Portion (little or much) which 
God as a Blefling upon thy Endeayours, allots un- 
to thee : not content becauie thou can'ſt not have ic 
otherwiſe, but from an Approbation of Divine Ap- 
pointment. Neceflity was the Heathens School. 
maſter to teach Contentment, but Faith muſt be the 
Chriſtians. Phil. 4. 11. 14. I have learnt, ſays the 
Holy Apoſtle, (not at the Feet of Gamalie/, but in 
the School of Chriſt,) both how to be abaſed and how 
to abound, how to be full and how to be empty ;, yea 1 know 
'n whatſocver fate 1 am, therewith to be content, How 
are fome Chriſtians Minds like Muſical Inſtruments, 
quite out of Tune, with every Change of Weather. 


-| But it is an even Compoſcdnels of Mind in all Con- 


ditions of Life, that gtorifies God, and is Advanta- 
gious to our ſelves. 1 Tim. 6. 16. Godlineſs with 
Contentment is great Gain. Not Godlmeſs with an Eſtate, 
but Godlineſs with Contentment, 


— 
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]* being impoſlible for the Mind of Man to be al- 
ways intent upon Buſineſs, and tor the Pody to 
be exerciſed in continual Labours, the Wiſdom of 
God has therefore adjudged ſome Diverſion and Re- 
creation, (the better to fit both Body and Mind for 


| the Service of their Maker,” co be both neediul and 


expedient, ſuch is the Conftirution of our Bodies 
and the Complexion of our Minds, that neither of 
C 2 _ them 
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them can endure a conſtant Toyl without ſome Re- 
laxation, and delightful Diverſion. As a Bow, if 
always bent, will prove flu2giſh and unferviceable, | 
in like manner will a Chriſtian's Mind it always in-| 
tent upon the beſt things ; the Arrow of Devotion 
will ſoon {iag , and tiy but ſlowly towards Heaven. | 
A wif: and good Man perhaps conld wilh that hisÞ 
Boy ncededno fuch Diverſion, but tinding his Bo- 
ay jade 0d tire, he is forced to give way to Rea- 
ſon, and Ict Religion choole ſuch Recreations as are 
healthtul, ſhort, recreative and proper, to refreſh 
both Mind and Pody ; to which purpoſe the follow- 
ing Cautions may be Neceſfary : 

- 1. Look that your Recreations be lawful, andÞP 
ſuch as have nothing of Sin in them : We mult notÞ 
to Recreate our ſelves, do any thing which is diſho- | 2 
nourable to God, or injurious to our Neighbour, asÞ| fi 
they do who Droil upon things that are Sacred ,ÞÞ 
and who make Back-biting Gifcourte their Recrea-| !! 
tiO0N. 1 

2. Look that your Recreativns aniwer the End 
and Pefien of their ficit Inftiturion ; not to paſÞÞ 
Time away, which we ought above all things to Stu- | 
dy to redeem and improve. Surely no Man needs F 
wo contrive how to drive away his Time, which Fn 
flies ſo iz{t of ir {elf, and is fo impoſiible to reco-| E 
ver: Bur the rrue End of Recreation is the retreſh-|| ti 
ing of the Mind , and recreating of the Body, tof 1 
make them both the firter for the Service of God in tc 
the Duties of our general and particular Callings. I! 
Therctoic b, 

3. Fe careful that your Recreations be ſhort and | v 
diverting, ſuch as may fit you for Buſineſs, rather | C 
than 10H you of your Time. He that makes Recte- 
ation his Bulinefs, will think Bufine(s a Toyle. Theft 
End of Recreation is to fic us for Buſineſs, not to be] at 
ic {cif a Bulineſs to ns, | th 


| 4. Take 
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4. Take Care that Covetoulſnels have nothing to 
do in your Recreations : Let vour End be meerly 
to Recreate your ſelf, not to Win Money, for that 


one of Covetouſneſs, and a greedy Defire oft Win- 


et ld » . 
tunz, if thou happen to Loſe. Covetouſnefs will 


| occation thy Cheating and Couzening. and Anger o0c- 
| calion thy Swearing and Curling; and thus thou 


nakeſt that which 1s lawful in it felt, unlawful to 
thee, by making itan Occaiion of Sin to thee. 
5. Let not your Recreations he Coſtly and Ex- 


 penſive : Some Perſons have 1pent more in n_ 
 vainly, than would Buiid and Endow an Hoſpital, 


and maintain many Familics comfortably, Itttle con- 
ſidering that they are only God's Stewards, and muſt 
be ſeverely Accountable to him tor every Inch of 


their Time, and every Penny 1n their Purſe, which 


is conſumed in Sin and Van:ty. 

6. Take heed that your Sports and Recreations 
2 not Cruel : ie ought not to refreſh our ſelves 
with Spectacles of Cruelty, in ſeeing eicher Men or 
Beaſts needlefly Tormenting each other ; That En- 
mity which is amoneg the Creatures is certainly the 
Effect of our Sin. What a Heart then has that Van 
that can take Delight in {ceing the dumb Creatures 
Torment one anv.her 2 Is 1t not enough for thee 
to behold the Antipathics which thy Sin has put 1nto 
the Natures of the © reartures , but thou muſt bar- 
barouly make thy {21 Merry with their Miſeries, 
who :in their kind) are far more ſerviceable to tlic 
Creator than thy 1cit 2 ; 

7. Remember (younz2 Men) that God's Eye ts in 
the midſt of you, when in the mid{t of your Sports 
and Recreations, tiierefore be wite and moderate 'n 
the purſuit of them : Do all things as in God's i14z'1t, 
and you will do every thing to God's Gio:y. | 
G4 
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ſpeft ought to be had to God in all we do, not in 
our Vocations only, but in our Recreations allo ; | 
and the Remembrance of God's all-ſeeing Eye upon | 
us, will have an Univerſal Influence upon all our 
Actions. | 

8. Take an extraordinary Care that your Recrea- | 
tions do not engroſs too much of your Precious | 
Time, which was given for Nobler Purpoſes Oh} 
how ſadly do ſome Young Men addict themſelves to 
a Life of Pleaſure, Eaſe and Voluptuouſneſs, un- 
worthily waſting the Flower of their Youth, the 
Strength of their Body, the Vigour of their Minds, 
drowning in a brutiſh Senſuality, the fair and good- 
ly Hopes of a Vertuous Education, together with 
the Honour of their Families , the Expectation of 
their Country, and the Improvement of their Parts : 
as if Almighty God had placed them on the Earth, 
as Leviathan 1n the Sea, only to take their Sport and 
Paſtime therein ; ſuch Perſons being Lowers of Plea- 
ſure more than Lovers of God, are certainly in a moſt | 
deplorable State. 

9. But above all, take heed of making the Lords- 
Day your Day of Sports and Recreation : This js a 
Crime of a tremendous Guilt. Woe be to that Man 
which diſturbs God's Holy Reſt with his unholy 
Sports. God's Holy Day cails for Holy Delights, 
Ila. 58. 13. Not doing thy pleaſure on my huly Day. 
Thou that art a poor Man, and ſtealeſt Time from 
thy Family for Unneceitary Recreations on the Week- 
Jay, this is Theft : But to ſteal Time from thy Ma- 
ker and Redeemer on his Day, is Sacriledge ; of the 
two, it is better to Plough than to Play, to Dig than 
to Dance, upon the Lord's-Day. 
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Of Glorifying God in our Religious Duties. 


noured by us in our Religious Duties, than in 
all the Actions of our Lives beſides, it concerns us 
to be exa&tly Careful how we manage our Deport- 
ment in his Preſence, when we Worlkip at Is Foot- 
ſtool, and Bow before his Mercy-ſeat. If it bea Sin 
not to Aim at the Glory of God when Eating and 
Drinking at our own Table, much more fo when 
Eating and Drinking at his Table, when we are per- 
forming the moſt tremendous Ags and Exerciſes of 
Religion, How ſuperſtitionſly Devour were the 
Old Heathens, in the Service of their Dumb Idols ? 
they thought nothing too good for their lalſe Gods, 


' for whom the worſt was not bad enongh, the Wor- 


ſhipper being better than the God he Worlhipped : 
When they were going to Offer their Sacrifices, their 
Prieſts cryed out in the Audience ct the People , 
Procul ! Oh procul eſte prophaniz Depart all you that 
are Impure and Prophane from the Holy Sacrifices 
of the Gods, Oh were they ſo choice and chary 
in the Service of their dunghill Deitics, and ſhall not 
we exerciſe a more extraordinary Drezd and Cau- 
tion in the Religious Service of the living and true 
God : Therefore to prevent ſintiul Miſcarriages jn 
Holy Duties, the following Advices may be neceffa- 


ry : 

4 Labour to entertain in thy Mind awful Appre- 
henſfions, and ſuitable Conceptions of the Majetty of 
that God whom thou art addre{ling thy ſe}t unto : 
Conceive of him in thy Mind as a God of fuch in- 


comprehenſible Greatneſs and Majeſty, of ſuch tran- 
C 4 {cendent 
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cerd; 2nt Holineſs and Purity, 
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LY WELYY 


t {uct Sanctity and 
that ec Cannot behold Iniquitv in any of 
his Worihionpers, Without the greateſt Abhorrency 
and Dete {: ation 2 and for ena 
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ave;ie) it Concerns us to ex2'ciie a ' Prepar: wory 
Care, to Diring Cur Hearts into, and keep them in 
fach a holy, hamble, joytul, thankful Frame and 


Polture, that God may have the Giory, and We 
the Comtort of all our Religious Addrelles ro him, 
and Arcendances upon him, 1n the way of his Ordi- 
1AtICCsS. 

. Keep a Watchiul Lye upon thy Heart, when 
ls 1 art enzaged in any Religious Duty : Never are 
our Hears fo. apt to wander as at ſuch a time, and 
therotore they | CQUITC A Irrong Guard. How very 
Evwartd 15 the cart Oo Duty | how nat (12) ally dead 
and dull in Ducy ! Hay ſoon weary of Duty ! how 
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35 
4. Make Conſcience of Glorifying God in all Re- 


ligions Duties, one as well as another : Partiality 
is hateful to God in the Duties of Religion, which 
have all a Divine Stamp upon them. Many Com- 
lain of their deadneſs in Prayer, and dulneſs un- 


| der the Word, who never came to the Sacrament 
| Wonder not at it; God will not meet thee in one 

Pre-| 
\ muſt not limit and bind the Holy Spirit to this or 


Ordinance if thou negle&eft him in another. We 


that Dutv, but wait upon him in all. Almighty 
God is pleaſed to Communicate himſelf with great 
Varicty to his Children, at one time 1n this Ordt- 


| nance, at another time in that, on purpoſe to keep 


up the Eſteem of all in our Hearts, and to engage us 
to attendupon all conſcientiouſly in the whole Courſe 
of our Lives. 

5. Look that in all thy Religious Duties thou ſer- 
veſt God with an Holy Alacrity, with a Spiritual 
Delight and Joy. Joy ſuits no Perſon fo well & a 
Chriſtian, and at no Seaſon ſo weil as when wait- 
ing upon God in Religious Duties : We have a Pro- 
miſe of it, Ju, 12. v 3- With Fey ſhall ye draw 
[ater out of the Wells of Salvation: &nd we have al- 
ſo a Fromiſe made unto it, 1/a. 64. 5. Thu meeteſt 
bim that reſciccth, and worketh Righteouſneſs 5 that 15, 
Thou Accepreſt him. 

6. I ook that thy End in Attending upon Religi- 
ous Dut es be the ſame with God's End in Appoint- 
ing of them: Namely, Fr/f?, that by them we 
jthould pay our Homage to him as our Sovereign 
Tord: And, Sccn!y, That thorough them he may 
Communicate his Spiritual Blefiings into his Peoples 
Bofoms. 

7. Above all take Care that thou doſt not blot 
thy Holy and Religious Duties by a wicked and 
Unholy Lite : If thou intendeſt to foul thy Hands 
with Sins black Woik on the Week-day , it is 1n 
| Yall 
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vain for thee to waſh them with Prayer on theſj; 
Lord's-day. A little ſeeming Zeal at thy Devotionſ 


in the Church, will not gild over the Weeks Miſ. 


carriages in thy Shop, nor attone for thy Pride and 
N_, for thy Deceit aud Fraud, for thy Riot and 
Excels. 


CH: AF. VL 
Of Glorifying God in Publick Worſhip. 


T is Confeſs'd by all Perſons who have any Senſc 

. of God and Religion upon their Minds, that they 
were made to ſerve and glorifie their great Creator, 
by a coulrant Acknowledgment of his Soveraignty 
over them, and their continual Dependency upon 
him : Now much of the Honour of God and the 
Credit of Religion depends upon the due Perfor- 
mance of his Publick Worſhip ; this Gloriftes God 
much more than any Private Addrefles from the Fa: 
mily or the Cloſet, both as it creates a greater Vene- 
ration and Eſteem of God, in the Minds of Mien, 
and alſo becauſe Publick and Solemn Adorations are 
the moſt Iljuſtrious Teſtimonies we can render to 
God of our Homage to him : Beſides, how reafona- 
ble is it, that we ſhould own the God whom we ſerve 
in the Face of the World. 

Not but that a Chriſtian honours God highly, and 
ſerves him acceptably by his Family-Duties and Clo- 
{ct-Devotions : But we do much more Glorifie him 
by our Publick Addreſſes. Then we Honour God 
Eminently, when welet others ſee conſpicuouſly the 
high Eſteem we have of his Excellencies, and cauſe 
the Voice of his Praiſe to be heard amongſt Men: 


The Honour that is dons to Perſons amongſt Men 
is 
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1 thefjs not done in ſecret, but is always a Publick thing. 
Dt1Onf Honour me before the Elders of my People, ſaid Saul to 
Samuel; in like manner we give unto the Lord the 
and Honour due unto his Name, when others are Wit- 
* andfneſſes of the Efteem which we have of his Diving 
Perfeftions, by our Reverend Acknowledgment of 
him in his Publick Worſhip. To excite you there- 
—— [fore to a diligent and daily Attendance upon God in 
his Publick Worſhip, as you have Opportunity, Con- 
ſider, (1.) That Publick Worſhip Glorifies God 
moſt. (2.) He Accepts it beſt. 

1. Publick Worſhip Glorifies God moſt, becauſe 
hereby a Senſe of God and Religion is beſt kept up 
enſeh nd preſerved in the World, which otherwiſe would 
MeyFbe in danger of being loſt. If the Publick Afſem- 
or, F flies fall, Religion cannot long ftand ; the Wor- 
SY ſhip of God in our Cloſets will not do this, becauſe 
PONF it is unſeen. What we do alone, no Body ſees, 
the (nor 5s it intended that they ſhould) and therefore 
10r-F that cannot induce others to the ſame way of Glo- 
God ritying God : But when Men ſee a Body of Chri- 
Fa-f tans aſſembled together in an humble manner, with 
-NC-F Pious Devotion and ſubmiffive Reverence , with 
'cNF bended Knees, and Eyes lifted up to Heaven, pay- 
UE ing their Solemn Acknowledgments to the Author 
Oh of their Peing, this ſtrikes Men with a certain Awe, 
NF and ſupports the Belief both of God's Exiſtence and 
TVeF Beneficence alfo in the Minds of Men : As for In- 
ſtance, when we ſce a great Multitude of poor Peo- 
and ple conſtantly waiting at the Gates of an tiouſe, we 
ÞIo- preſently conclude that ſome great and good Man 
um } dwells there, whom the Poor wait upon : Thus 
590 | oth the Publick Worſhip of Pious Chriſtians ſpread 
the | the Fame of God's extraordinary Goodneſs, far and 
near; whereas when few or none tread in the Courts 
©: | of his Houſe, (which were built to contain a Mul- 


titude of Worſhippers, and to repreſent the incon- 
ceiveable 
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c2ivable Greatneſs of that God who is therein Wor- 
ſmipped) this very much damps the Senſe of God and 
Religion in the World, and repreſents him after a 
poor an contemptibic Faſhion. Oh how ke oh 
avle then is it, ctharthe Worſhip of ſuch a ſuperexcel- 
lent and tranſcendent Being, as God is, ſhould be 
confined to our Clofers and Private Houfes, when it 
is much more futable and agreeable to his Nature 
that we Magmitie and Praite him as openly and a; 
Pabiickiy as poſſibly we can, that ſy we may not 
ſeem to Worſhip fome litie petty Deity, but the 
Almighty and Univerſal Lord of Heaven and 
Earth. 

2, As Publick Worſhip g'orifie: God moſt, fo he 
accepts it heft, tor there is nothing that AImigh ity 
God more dc lig hts in, than in the joint Pr ayers and 
Praiſes of his Peopl Ee, fab. 87.2 f he Lord Ieveth 
the gatrs of Sion more than all the dwe!lmgs of Zacob : 
No doubt the Pravers ich wel Men put up to 
Almighty G od from under their Private Roofs, are 
very acceptable ro fiiim ; but if a Chriſtian's ſingle 
Voice in Þ $5 be fo ſweet, what is the Churches 
Quire, the oi! P; avecrs | of a multitude of good 
Men in C Ss c topecher, A Father is glad to tec 


any one of 115 < bikes” at hi3 Houſe, and makes 

him Weicome when he Vile: him, but when they 

meet all canethur there, then is the Feaft and ſplen- 
Y; 


did Entertain, ery the Publick Prayets « and 
Praiſes of God's Children are the Emblems of Hea- 
ven, and a Dcvout Soul win joining in tte Pub- 
lick Afemblics, locks npon- himielr as in the very 
Suburbs of Heaven, ir being the neareſt approach 
that he can make to that glorified Society on this fide 
Glory. 

In order to your prr__y Attendance upon God 
in his Publick Worſhip, let the following Lirectr 
ons be Obſerved by you : 


1, Come 
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1, Come always at the Peginning of Publick 
Worſhip, and tarry conftanely *ull all is ended, 
neicher coming Jate, nor running away early, be- 
fore the Blefling be given, which many careleſs Peo- 
le rudely do, as if they were as glad to get out 
of God's Houſe 25 out of a Prifon. "Thoſe two Pi- 
ous and. Uleful Men, whoſe Memories you of this 
place have ſuch a deferved Veneration for, Mr. Re- 
gers, Jometimes your Miniſter, and Mr. Hilderſham, 
the one in his Expoſition of St. Peter, and the other 
in his Lectures on St. Fehr, do give frequent Ad- 
vice to their People, not only to come at the Be- 
ginning, but before the Beginning of Publick Wor- 
ſhip: ** It becoming the People, ſay they, to wait 
&« for the Miniſter, rather than the Miniſter to ſtay 
& for the People. Think not then that you are 
time enough at Church it you get to the Sermon, 
tho? you mils the Prayers, for they Prepare you for 
the Word, and Sandtifie the Word unto you. It is 
not the way to profit by one Ordinance, to Neg- 
lect another, 

2. Enter the publick Aſſemblies awfully and re- 
verently 3 preſume not to come into the Houfe of 
God, as you Cointo a Play-houfe, or Dancing-School, 
laughing and toving, nor to go out of it as ſuch; 
but labour for a lively and vigorous ſenſe of God 
imprefsd upon your Minds, and to get your Hearts 
pofleſt with the Conſideration of the infinite Ma- 
jeſty and glorious Excellency of that God whom you 
are Addrefhing your ſelves unto. 

3. When preſent in the publick Aſſemblies, joyn 
uniformly with the Congregation in all the parts 
of God's Worſhip : It makes much for the Comeli- 
nels and Reverence of God's Worſhip, that all things 
be done.in order; when the Congregation prays , 
bears, kneels, and {ings together, as 1 the whole Con- 


£:cgation Were but one Man, 
"'4e I.cok 
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4. Look that the Intention of your Mind, and|are 
the Reverence of your Body, do always accompa-ſ the 
ny each other in the Publick Worſhip of God, par-| Co 
ticularly in Prayer, look that your Soul aſcend withf the 
every Petition that 15 put up at the Throne of Grace} « 
and let the Poſture of thy Body declare the Vene-| Du 
ration of thy Soul. To that end, Always Kneel atpri 
Prayer, it with any conveniency you can. Thi ent 
oe of Kneeling, ar ſometimes of lying pro-Þanc 

rate upon the Face in Prayer, was conſtantly uſed anc 
in the Jewiſh Church, and the Chriſtian Churchſſbor 
was never acquainted with any other Poſture, exceptſof 
only betwixt Eafter and Whiſontide, when in Me-JDa 
mory of Chriſt's Reſurre&ion they were wont toſthe 
ſtand. As for ſuch amongſt us who Rudely it atffor 
Prayer, it ſhews, that their Minds are not poſleſtÞ Gr: 
with an awful ſenſe of that vaſt and infinite diſtance] Aln 
and diſproportion that is betwixt God and them,þciol 
Sitting, no where appears in Scripture to have beenſthy 
uſed as a Praying Poſture: As =» that one Text mir 
2 Sam. 7. v.18. that David ſat before the Lord anddo 
ſaid, &c. it may as well be read, David abode, or Go 
fayed before the Lord, and fo is rendered 1 Saw. 1.Þby 
22. Nor is it with me ſuppoicable , that DawdJmet 
would preſent his Supplications to Ang GodJmo! 
in ſuch a ſaucy manner as he would not ſuffer oneſtun: 
of his own Subjects to preſent a | etition to him-Jthe 
felf. A Prince would not like an irreverent Beha-fgen: 
viour from his Servant in his Bed- Chamber, whereſſtenc 
none beſides himſelf is Witneſs to it z much lefsons 
would he bear it in his Preſence-Chamber, where] 1 
he fitsupon his Throne before a Multitude of his Sub-to | 
jects. out 

5. Therefore to compoſe the Frame of your Mind, Pray 
and to regulate the Behaviour of your Body, whillt p 
you are attending upon Almighty God in his publickſfres 


-Ordinances, often remember the ſeveral Eyes that|ſom 
ars 
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nd} areupon you, and taking notice of you : Namely, 
pa-l the All-ſeeing Eye of God, the Obſerving Eye of 
ar-| Conſcience, the Vipilant Eye of the World, and 
ith} the Malignant Eye of Sathan. 
cel 6. Never Attend upon Almighty God in publick 
ne-| Duties, before you have waited upon him in your 
af private Devotions: Enter your Cloſet before you 
hid enter into . God?s Houſe, and there, firſt, conſider 
ro-fand then pray. Conſider with thy ſelf the weight 
red and importance of thoſe Duties which thou art a- 
ch[[bout to engage in : Conſider the worth and value 
pr of an Cppnnanicy for thy Soul which thou art that 
fe. Day intruſted with ; but eſpecially refle& often upon 
tothe ſtritneſs: of that Account which is to be given, 
af for the long enjoyment of the plentiful Means of 
eftÞ Grace afforded to thee. Next bow thy Knees to 
ice] Almighty God in Prayer, humbly implore his gra- 
m.þcious Preſence with thee, and Afliitance of thee, in 
enjthy private Preparations, and in thy publick Ad- 
-xt] miniſtrations alſo. Remember, that as thou canft 
»d1do nothing of thy ſelf at the Ordinance without 
or God's Afliſtance, ſo God will do nothing for thee 
1.4by the Ordinance without thy Endeavours : The re- 
v4} membrance of the former will ſtir thee up to a 
od more fervent Supplication for, and a more impor- 
neftunate Expectation of, Help from Heaven : And 
m-Ithe conſideration of the latter will excite our Dili- 
14-fgence and Care both in our Preparation for, and At- 
zregtendance upon, all the Sacred and ſolemn Inſtituti- 
efsons of Almighty God. 
ere] Take therefore the Throne of Grace in thy way 
1b-Jto hear the Word of Grace, and never go forth 
out of thine own Houſe without Preparation and 
1d, |Prayer, to the Houſe of God. And let ſuch of you 
iIſtÞas plead to me want of Ability to expreſs your De- 
ckjlires to God, make uſe of the following Prayer, or 
zatſlome other compoſed to your Hand ; both 1n your 
To Cloſer 
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Clolet alone, and alſo in your Family, changing 


only the Perſon, according as you pray by your (ett 
alone, or together with your Houinold. 


A Prayer to be uſed on the Lords-Day Morning, 
or at any other time, before we go forth to 
Publick Worſhip. 


H Almighty and moſt Glorious Lord God 1 who 

art greatly to be fe: wwed in the Aſſembl:e; of thy 
Saints, and to be had in Reverence of all them that are 
round about Thee. Alths* thou art infinitely exalted 
above all the Prayers and Praiſes, above all the Adoration 
and Acknow ledgments of thy Creatures, yet ſuch is thy 
aſtoniſning Kinane/s and Condeſcention, as not only to n= 
dulge us a Liberty of Acceſs unto Thee, but alſo to ac- 
count thy ſelf bighty honoured by us, when we come into 


thy Preſence, to celcbrate thy Praiſes, and to revew onr Ae-| 


quaintance and Communion with I hee in the publick Dus 
ties and Exerciſes of thy IWorſſup and Serz In a bum- 
ble ſenſe of our unworthineſs , in a ire oF Compliance 
with our Dut 'y, and in a thankful Acknowledament 0f Our 
Priviledge, we deſire to po forth this Day, to Worſhip 

ar thy FootſFool, and to pay our Vows in the great Comgre- 


gation. God Almight y pardon fO Us all the Errors of © CUTE 


Life paſt, and ſuffer _ not to ſtand this Day as a Par- 
titzon-wall betwixt thy Majeſty and our Souls, to hinder 
either the Alcent of eur Prayers up to God, the Deſcent 
of thy Grace and Mercy upon Us. Help Us ſeriouſly to 
conſuder, now our Faces are towards thy Hiuje , w hoſe 
Word it is we are gowg forth to bear, whoſe. work it 1s 
we are about, and unto whom we muſt all render a 
ffrict, and for ought we know a very udacn Account, 
for all Opportumitzes and Sekſons of Grace we are entruſt- 

ed with, 


Let us hear that Word of thine which ſhall be wo 
Y84d 
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read or preach:d this Day unto us, and receive it alſo as 
a Meſſage (ext from Heaven unto us, to guide us mm the 
Way that leads thither : Oh let us love thy Precepts, trem- 
ble at thy Threatnings, hope tn thy Promiſes. Let us, and 
all that ſhall joyn with us, hear thy Word without pre- 
judice, entertam thy Truths without Partiality, and obey 
from the Heart that Ferm of DoGrine which ſhall be de- 
luered to us. | 

Sncceed with thy Bleſſing the Labours of all thy Mi- 
niſters and Ambaſjadcurs this Day ; eſpecially be with thy 
Servant whom thou haſt ſet as a Watchman over this 
Place and People, that he may [peak as the Oracles of God, 
and deliver thy Meſſage plainly and perſwaſively, that it 
may become effeftual for the informing of our Fudsments, 
for the renewing of owr Natures, for the Reforming of our 
Lives, and for the eternal Salvation of every one of our 
recious and Immortal Souls in the day of the Lord Feſas, 
who hath both directed and cemmanded us when we pray 
7 {zy, Our Father, &c. 


7. As foon as the Publick Ordinances are over, 
retire and withdraw thy ſelf from the World, and 


"Þ: much in the preſenc Meditation of what thou 


aſt heard. If thou art a ſingle Perſon, call th 
elf to an Account, it thou haſt a Family call thy 
Houſhold to give an Account of what they have 
eard that Day ; and endeavour thy ſelf (according 
0 thy Duty) to be their Remembrancers, by Re- 
eating to them, either by the Strength of thy Me- 
ory, or by the help of thy Pen, the chief Heads 
t Diſcourſe which were inlifted upon, for the In- 
orming of their Judgments, and directing of their 
Tactice, This was the pious Practice of your Fore- 
thers, and if ever Religion recovers ics decayed 
trength,it muſt be by the Help and Encouragement 
{Family-Governours, who holilyRefolve, tha whar- 
er others do, they and theirs will ſerve ghe Lord. 

D 8, Con- 
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8. Conclude and end the day of Publick Worſhip 
with Family Prayer and a Pſalm of Praiſe ; bewail. 
ing the miſcarriages of your Hearts jn holy Duties, 
imploring Forgiveneſs of the Iniquities of your Ho. 
ly Things, and the Acceptation of your Sacrifice and 
Service 1n and thorough our great High-Prieft and 


Worthy Mediator ; and if thy perſonal Abilities} - 
failthee, make ule of the following Words to expreſ; 
thy Deſires to God by. : 
A Prayer to be uſed on the Lord"s-Day Evening p 
or at any other time, after we have Attendy -: 
ed upon Almighty God in his Publick Wor <- 
ſhip. of 

E1 


M2 Glorious and Hily Lord God ! Ie thy 72) 1 
unworthy Servants humbly preſent our ſelves thi 08 
Evening at the Foot-ſtool of thy Throne of Grace an 


Mercy, to offer up unto thy Majeſty, the God of ou 
Alercies, our Evening-Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thank 1 
p $U1p 3 ft, or all that Abundant Grace and Goodnels whit A) 
WE have experienced from Thee 19 the 2hole courle | all 


our Lives. We bleſs Thee for n:r Creation » that [hi the 
madeſt us Reaſonavie Creatures, capable of knowimsg, ſo 
wing, and enjoymy Thee, our great Creator. IWe magni} 44 
T bee for our Preſervation, tha! by the lame Omm1pote 
Power which created us at firſt out of Nutmeg, Th fe 
haſt inſtained us to this moment im Life and Bemy, | 
Health and Strength, when ſo many are either gone douf 29 
zo the Chambers of the Grave, or confined to Bedi] O74 
Languiſhins and Weakneſs, weary of their Beds and the ſ11 
Lis together. Oh cur God ! how does the Health aj 8'*# 
Ea'e of ene day deſerve the Thankfulneſs of our why 194% 

ive; But above all, we adore Thee for Thine inef #4 
mab.e Love in our Redewption by the Son of Thy Lov ana 
rhe Holy Jeſus: IWe thank Thee, that he lived exemp( 2% 
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. | rily, thas he died meritoriouſly, that he aroſe again wicto- 
 rouſly, that be aſcended into Heaven Triumphantly, and 
there interceeds prevalently at the right Hand of his Fa- 


_ ther and our Father, of his God and our God : For all 
bf the mualuable Fruit, and Benefi:cs of this our Dear Re- 
n 


deemer's Undertaking for us, we Luud Thee, we Bleſs 
nd Thee, we Magnifie Thee, we Glorifie Thee, we grue Thanks 
euro thee, Holy Father, Heavenly King, Almighty and 
Everlaſting God, moſt bumily beſeechins thee, that as 
Thou baſk veen pieaſed to cali us to the Knowledge of thy 
Son, and ts Believe in him, {y Thiu would encreaſe this 
8h Knowledge, and confirm this Faith in us evermore 5 that 
nd} every one of us that namerh the Name of Chriſt may be 
or} careful to depart from all Iniquity, and may walk wort 
of our Holy Profeſſion, anſwering th: Dignity and Obliga- 
tion of our Chriſtian Name. We Bleſs thee alſo for the 
oh 14:jſion ana Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, to be a Witneſs of 
hl owr Sawiour's Exaltation , and to ſupply the Want of 
an} bis Bodily Preſence. Ie moſt earneſtly beſeech Almigh= 
' onþ fy God that every one of us may be quickened by bis Re- 
nh novation, that we may be Aﬀed by his Influences, and 
hidh Animated in our Devorins by his Afſiſtances : Oh may 
all cur Good Purprſes and Prous Rejolutions, which ars 
[kh the Effect of the Holy Spirits Inſpiration, be perperually 
A chcriſhed m our Mind; by him, which otherwiſe will fade 
gl and wither, will languith and dye ! We can never ſuffici- 
notch erty, O97 Lord, magnifie Thy Mercy «nd Goodneſs, for 
Thil f2e #nvaluable Gifs of Thy Goſvel tous, which has revea- 
nr | /*d unto ws the V/ay of Salvation, and for rhe many Ov- 


> | # mY 
Jah portumttes enjoyed by us of Hearing the Vi/ord of Thy 
ods Grace diſpenſed fo us: Pardon to us cur great Unthank- 


fulneſs for the Continuance of thine Ordinances, and our 
greater Unfruitfulneſs under them. Vi/e Confe's with 
ſhame and ſorrow we have been too Careie|s and Unat- 


WL 


wneff Ferreiue Hearers of Thy Holy Viſora, remembring little, 

7.26 and prattiſing leſs, How often have we turned our Backs 

enmpll 29” thy Holy Table, as if we judged the Love of our 
D 2 


dying 
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dying Redeemer mot worth remembring by us: Or if we 
have not whiily neplecied that Sacred Or 4man ce, we have | 
Not fogrewn 11 the Gr: ACES —_ [ Comf Ort $ of thy "Holy SP1- al 


7it by it, as We might hat TE done. | "& 
Fore! Ve unio us the Sins of this Dayz more- eſpecial as 
ly Pardon to us the Iniquities of our Hely Tye a OE 
unpreparedneſs fur , our buckwardneſs to, our deadnefs | 
and dullneſs m the Performance of thoſe High and Holy | ,, 
Duties we have this day been Er gagirg in 3 let our Per-Þþ p. 
fons and Performances find @ gractons Acceptance with} s, 
Thee, in and thorough -our worthy Mediator ; for his ſake ,1 
receive us and curs into Thy Prote& jon this Night, may ,,, 
we lye down in Thy fear, arife in Thy {ſavaur, and our} .,,, 
Reſt be made refreſhing to us, andwe thereby the better 
enabled to ſerve Thee m our ſeveral Vocations and Cat- At 
lings the Day that 3s approaching. Fatcns Thy Compaſſt I ,., 
ons to the whole World, pity the deplorable Rumes of Man f ,,, 
kind, find forth the Light of Thy Ge/vel into the dark I 
Chomr's of the Earth Fas t peri[h1 for want of Vijen ; Lipes 1 


cially remember thy Church, whereſoever diſper{e 1, or bow. 
ever diſtreſſed ;, be @ nerretual Sphecay and Def erce fo 
that part of Thy Charco hich Thine own right Hand has 
planted, anc 4 bitberv '0 2:17 cakes preſerved 4 in theſe Na- 
trons to 25:1ch 6 ; bel _s tle thank Thee for all toe 
Wonaertul Appearas CCS of Thy Fower and Geodne(s tuards 
us 5 and we veg of God to effabliſh us upon ſuch Formda- 
tions of Righ: one's and Peace, that it may never more 
be in the Fower f our reffleſs Aavyer larics to diſturb 
4s. 

God Almirhiy Guide and Gt ard, Bleſs and Proted 

bine Anointed Servant , our Sovercign Lord Ki ing Will «© 
am, tt His Days on Earth be like the Dazs of Heaven, 
1aany and Happy : ; and afte: a long and ue Reign, 
upon a peaceable and unmoleted Throne, may God Crown T 
Him with the Reward; of a Glorious ms Blljed Im- 


AATEY ity, Fe 


we. atoll. ted 
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Bleſs Him and us in all His Royal Relations, with 
all the Nobility, the Fudges, Magiſtrates, Gentry and 


| Commonalty of this Land ; and grant them all Wiſdom 
| and Grace to Fear God, to Honour the King, and Love 


ir | one another. 


But for the ſake of all, Bleſs all theſe that Adminiſter 
unto Thee in Holy Things, and let all the Governours and 
Paltors of Thy Church, further the Edification of it by 
Soundneſs of Dottrine and Holineſs of Life ; but eſpect- 
ally Bleſs the Miniſtry of Thy Servant in this Town, and 
make it ſucceſsful for the Converſion, Edification and Sal- 
Vat0n of _ all that ſat under it. 

Remember all the Sons and Daughters of Sorrow and 
Aﬀtliction, and diſpenſe Thy Mercies ſuitably to their va- 
rious Neceſſities: Do good to all or Friends, Relations 
and Acquaintanc?, Pardon and Forgive our Enemies 5 and 
&0 more abundantly for HS, OUTS, and all thine, above 
what we are able to ask, or worthy to receive, for Chriſt®s 
lake, in whoſe Natze ard Words we farther call 18p073 


[PEEs 


Our Father, ec. 


4n HYMN or Pſalm of Praiſe for the 
Lord $-Day. 


is is the Day, the Lord's own Day, 
A Day of Holy Reſt. 
O! Teach our Souls to Reft from Sin, 
That Reſt will pleaſe chee Deſt, 


This is the Day, thy Day, Oh Lord: 
On whicii thou didſt Ariſe, 

For Sinners, having made thy ſelf 
A Sinlels Sacrifice. 


Da. 
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Thou, Thon alone, Redeemed haſt, 
Our Souls from deadiy Thrall, 

With no leſs Price than precious Blood, 
The Purchaſe of us all. 


Hadſt thou not dy'd, we had not liv'd, 
But dy'd Eternally ; 

We'll live to him that dy'd for us, 
And Praiſe his Name on high. 


Thou Dy'dit indeed, but roſe again, 
And didſt Aſcend on high, 

That we poor Sinners, loſt and dead, 
Might live Eternally. 


Thy Blood was ſhed inſtead of ours. 
Thy Soul our Guilt did bear, 

Thou took*ſt our Sins, gave us thy felt, 
Thy Love's beyond comparc 


Welcome and Dear unto my Sou! 
Is thy moit- Holy Day, 

But what a Sabbath ſhall T keep 
With thee my Ged, for aye : 

I Come, I Wait, I Hear, IT Pray, 
Thy Footiteps, I od, I trace ; 

T joy to think this is the way 
To lee my Saviour s Face. 


Theſe are my Preparation-Days, 
And when my Soul is Dreſt, 

Theſe Sabbaths ſhall deliver me 
To mine Eternal Reſt. 


CHAP. IX 
Of Gloriſying God in Family-Worſhip. 
: " MI chief Prerogative and Dignity, which h! 


hath to Glory of, is this, that he is the onl 


. 

C 
j* 
vo 
«A 


waY 


nl 
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Creature in the Viſible World, made to Worſhip 


and Enjoy his great Creator. All the Creatures are 
Servants, but Man is only a.Pricit to God, they obe 


| their Maker, he only Worſhips him : This Worthip 


under the Law was Limited to a particular place, 
79 wit, The Tabernacle and the Temple, the Taber- 
nacle was an Ambulatory Temple, and the Tem- 
ple was a ſtanding Tabernacle: into which they 
were of old required to repair ; and where Al- 
miglity God Promiſed to accept them. But under 
the Goſpel, Almizl:y God has declared that it is his 
Will, that Aden pray ever) where, feng up pure Hands, 
without Wrath and Douviing. So then, a Chrilti- 


ans private Houfe is his Chapel ot Eafe, in which 


[mighty God allows kim the Liberty and enjoyns 
him the Duty of Worthipping with his Houſho.d : 


And accordingly we find that Religious Houjholders 


have in all Ages Conſtantly and Confcienciouſly 
performed this Duty. Devout Cornelius, his Fami- 
ly-Religion ſtands upon Record ; A&s to. 2. He fear- 
ed God with all his Horſe 5 that is, he Reverenc'd 
and Worſhip'd him : It is added, that he gave much 
Alms to the Pentle, and prayed to God always. Surel 
he that was fo Charitable at his Door, to refre 
the pinched Bowels ot his poor Neighbours, could 
not be ſo cruel to his Relations Souls within his 
Houſe, as to Lotk up bis Religion in a Cloſet from 
them. 


To Convince you of rhe Equity and Reaſonable- 
neſs of this Duty of Worſhipping God daily, in and 
wich your Familics, Conlider, 

1. The Right which Almighty God has to your 
Family-Worſhip, by vertue of that Relation which 
he ſtands in to your Families. He is the Founder 
of your Families, the continual Preferver of them , 


and a daily Benefactor to them, the very Being of 
D 4 .» your 
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your Families, as ſuch, is from the Lord : He builds 
the Houſe, he ſetteth the Solitary in Families. He 
has founded this Domeſtical Society, ultimately for 
his own Glory, and Subordinately for our Good 
and Comfort. Your Families then are God's by 
a Right of Creation ; and by a Right of Conſerva- 
tion alſo. He made them, and he ſuſtains them : 
We and ours live upon his Bounty, are maintained 
at his Coſt ; *cois bis Flax and his Wool which we dai- 
ly wear, and he giveth us richly all things to enjoy. 
Now if the Ox knoweth his Owner, and the Aſs his 
Maſters Crib, ſhall a Family which Almighty God 
doth hourly ſuſtain and nouriſh, neglect to pay their 
Homage to him, and own their Dependance on 
him ? Conſider, 

2. The Superadded Obligation you lye under to the 
performance of this Duty , both in point of Duty 
and in point of Intereſt. 

In point of Duty: (1.) As you are intruſted by 
Almighty God with the Care and Charge of your 
Children and Servants ailo ; for which reafon every 
Parent and Maſter is conſtituted a Prophet, Prieſt, 
and King, inand unto his Houſhold. As a Prophet 
he is to teach them by Inſtruction and Example. As 
2a Prieſt he isto offer up the daily Sacrifice of Prayer 
and Praiſe for them. And as a King he is to com- 
mand his Children and his Houſho!d after him co keep 
the way of the Lord. 

In point of Intereſt aifo : (.) Have you not many 
Family-Sins to confeſs, and many Family-Wants to 
ſupply 2 Now is there any that can pardon the one, 
or ſupply the other, beſides God ? It thy Children 
want Bread, can'{t thou put it into their Viouths be- 
fore Go. yuts it into thy Hand ? If they want Gra. e, 
can any W.'k it in their Hearts but the God of all 
Grace? In a Vord: Do you not daily receive 
many Family-Mercies from the Hand of Divine 
| | Bounty * 
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Bounty ? and is it not reaſonable that they which eat 
of the ſame Feaſt, ſhou)d joyn in the ſame Song of 
Praiſe to the Founder of it? When you awake in the 
Morning, and find none of your Families dead in 
their Beds, or Buried in the Ruines of their Habitati- 
on, but all of you preſerved from Death and Dan- 
zer. and delivered from the Power and Malice of t- 
vil Spirits, and out of the Hands of unreaſonable and 
wicked Men, is not this a Mercy that deſerves thy cal- 
ling thy Family together jointly to offer up your thank- 
ful Acknowledgments to the God of your Mercics ? 

3. Conſider, That the very Heathens at the great 
Day will ariſe up in Judgment, and condemn all fuch | 
Perſons as live in the negle& of Worſhipping God in 
their Families. For even they had their @:9i Karer- 
ws, their Diy Domeſtici, their Laves and Penates, their 
Houſhold Gods as they calPd them, whom they fa- 
criiced Morning and Evening unto, that they might 
con-iliate their Favour, and be ſucceſsful in their En- 
zerprizes. The Old Heathens were wont to ſay, Now 
we have Sacrificed, let us go to Bed, How many that 
call themſelves Chriſtians fay , New we hawe Supped, 
lt us go to Bed! Oh what ſhall we think of {ich 
Perlons ? Are they Men, or are they Swine? They 
are funk not only below Heathens, but even as low 
25 Brutes, who never look up to the Hand that feeds 
them. 

Now that your Family-Worſhip may be perfor- 
med in an Acceptable and Advantagious manner - 
Ler the following Advices be obſerved by you. 

'. Take care that Family- Worſhip be performed 
conſtantly, and ſeaſonably ; by Family-Worſhip, I 
mean eſpecially Family-Prayer, Reading the Holy 
Scriptures, &'c. Catechizing and Inftructing Chil- 
dren and Servants in the Fundamental Principles 
of Chriſtianity, and praiſing of God in Singing. 
All which Duties the Family-Governour is to take care, 
not 
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not only that they be performed confantly , bur 
ſeaſonably ; at ſuch times as are freeſt in regard of 
Interruption ; particularly, the Morning is the fit- 
teſt Seaſon, when our Spirits are freſh and lively, 
and before a Throng of Worldly Buſineſs crowds 
in upon us: You will find it much better to go 
from Prayer to Buſineſs, than from Buſineſs to 
Prayer, in regard of the freedom of your Minds 
from diſtratting Thoughts. So when the Evening 
comes on, delay not the performance of your Duty 
to an unſeaſonable Hour. Some Maſters call for 
the Cuſhion to go to Prayer, when they are more 
fit for the Pillow and to go to fleep. Burt ſuppoſing 
that this ſhould not be thine own Caſe, thou art 
wakeful thy ſelf, yet thou oughteſt to contider the 
condition of thy poor Servants, who work hard in 
the Dav, and to take heed that thou doſt not ex- 
pole them to the Sin and Temptation of drowſik 

Praying 
2. Look upon it as thy obliged Duty, to Pray 
Morning and Eveningin thy Family ; many Maſters 
pray neither Morning nor Night with their Houſe- 
hoid, ſome pray at Night only, and then fo late 
that a Child is aſleep in one Corner, and a Servant 
In another, and the Maſter himſelf between ſleeping 
and waking ; can ſuch hanging down our Heads, 1n- 
ſtead of lifting up our Hands, be Accepted as an 
Evening Sacrifice Surely we cannot expect it. To 
convince you how reaſonably Almighty God may 
expect from you a Morning as well as an Even 
ing Sacrifice of Prayer and Praiſe : Confider , 
(r.) That under the Law Almighty God required 
thus much, namely both a Morning and Evening 
Sacrifice, which was called the continual Burnt-offer- 
ing. (2.) That we have no reaſon to think or ſup- 
poſe that Almighty God expects leis, but rather! 
more Homage and fpiritual Worſhip from ” now, 
aving 
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having freed us from the burthen of ſuch Ceremo- 
nial Obſervances as they were obliged to. (3.) That 
the often repeated Commands of the Goſpel, which 
require us to pray always, and to pray without 
ceaſing, cannot reaſonably be thought to ſignifie 
leſs than praying as often as the Jews offered Sa- 
crifice, which was Morning and Evening. And this 
may as properly be called a praying continually , 
5 the Morning and Evening Sacriftices under the 
Law s WCETC called a continual Burnt-Offering : 50 
that if you do not pray Morning and Evening , 
you rauſt ſuppoſe that Almighty God will accept of 
is Service under the Goſpel, than he did under the 
Law. 

2. Advice is this, Spend fo much time in Fami- 
ly-Worſhip, and particularly in Prayer, that thoſe 
that joyn with you may be affeted, but not fo 
much time as to be wearied with the Duty. My 
meaning plainly is, be neither coo ſhort, nor yet 
too tedious: To ariſe up from our Knees, before 
our Hearts are affected either with our own Sins, or 
with God's Mercies, is to come away from a Duty 
no better than we went to it: And ſuch an over- 
haſty Brevity argues very little Delight that we 
take in the Duty ; but ſhews that we are very glad 
to get out of God's Preſence as foon as we can. 
And on the other Hand, too much prolixity and 
length in Duty has it Inconveniencies, and makes 
the Duty burthenſfome, and Perſons the more 
backward to the performance of it. Let thy Pru- 
dence then fo guide thee in the management of thy 
Duty, that God may have the Glory, thy ſelf and 
others the Benefit of thy attendance on him in Ho- 
ly Duties. 

4. Labour to preſerve Family-Peace z it you 
would acceptably perform Family-Prayers , agree 


together in Love, that your Prayers be not hin- 
dred, 
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dred. This is certain, that Religion, and the Powþ1 
er of Holineſs can never thrive or proſper in tha" 
Family, where Diſcord and Contention dwells; youſo G 
may as well hope to Live together comfortably In hat 
an Houſe on Fire, as Pray together acceptab| ed 
when your Spirits are inflamed with Paflion, off © 
imbitter'd with Prejudice one againſt another ; nayſ#4" 
verily, the Body mav as well thrive in a Feverſ'e 
as ſich a Family grow in Grace. As the fire in the and 
Bones muſt be quenched, and the Body brought * 
to its natural Temper and Diſpoſition before it can nl 
Thrive and grow Healthy, fo theſe unkindly Hear 1: 
muſt be quench'd in a Family before Religion canfſP'* 
Thrive or Proſper : That Family will be unſuccels-Þ*. 
ful in Praying, that is much ſquabling and brawling,Þ'?! 
ofren contending with and claſhing againſt one ano-Þt 
ther. 

5- Take heed of ſetting up Family-Worſhip inÞ*©! 
oppoſition to Publick Worthip, or to ſuffer the onetoÞ*<* 
interfere with the other: We can fay our PrayersP'- 
(ſay ſome) in the C :himny-corner, what need we go ll, 
co Church to do it ? But at this rate, all ſenſe of God te 
and Religion will be utterly loſt in the World; and s le 
not th? Communion of Saints and the Fellowſhip of 1 
Holy Chriſtians, a Priviledge worth thy prizing * let 
How does the Preſence of Devout Souls fomerimesÞ*! 
fire and inflame our cold Spirits, and cauſe themP'* 
to grow into gre'ter Ardours and Tranſports oiÞ*"c 
Zeal! Thus the Divine Herbert ſweetly expreilcs 
it, 


Though Private Prayer be a brave Deſign, ( 


Yet Publick hath more Promiſes, more Lowe, &C. 


Leave there thy Six and Seven we 
To pray with moſt, for where moſt pray, is Heaven. - , 
2 : 


God 
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God allows you time both for Publick- Worſhip 
owknd Family-Duties, he expeds the joynt pertor- 
thahnance of both from you. Let Piety and Prudence 
youſſo Guide and Dire& you in the management of both, 
/ jnflhat God may be Glorifted, and your Souls improv- 
ablyſkd by both. 

of 6 Let not the ſenſe of thine own Weakneſs, oz 
ant of Gifts and Parts, &c. diſcoutage thee from 
he da'ly performance of this Duty ot Praying in 
and with thy Family z but in Obedience to God 
2 about it in the beſt manner thou art able, and he 
ill pardon thy Weakneſs, and accept thy Sincerity. 
It is not enlarged Parts and Gifts, and Florid Ex- 
preflions, that Almighty God looks at, but an Hum- 


na} 


can ; a 
efc..Þle, Penitent, Broken and Believing Heart : In 
ng, Prayer it 1s not the quaint Note of the Nightingal, 


ur the mourntul Tone of the Dove, that finds the 
eſt acceptance. Study your Sins, your Wants, and 
in{Mercies, and get a fenie of all theſe upon your 
etofffſearts, and you will be able in ſome meaſure to ex- 
rersÞpres your Deſires to Almighty God. Burt if after 
80 l, the want of fuicable Expreſſions do — 
od ffllize from Praying betore others in thy Family, make 
d is fule of ſome of thoke many good Books of Devotion 
) of fwhich are amongſt us: Or it you have none of 
g 2m, and are ſo poor that you cannot purchaſe 
nesffilem, make uſe of the following Words to expreſs 
em your Family- Wants in to Almighty God, Morning 
of {nd Evening. 


A Family Prayer for the Morniag. 


FH Eternal, Ever-Glorieus , Frer-Gracious and 
Merciful Lord our God! Thou filleſt the Hea- 
vens with thy Glory, the Earth with thy Goodneſs, and 
all p/;ces with the Immenſity of thy Preſence, Ie pray 
Thee fill our Hearts with Awful Apprehenſions of thy 
od Great 
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Great and Glorious Majeſty, that whenever we come hel,; 
fore Tree, we may Santifie Thy Name in all our Ry lionh, 


ous Addreſſes to Thee. 


We Holily Admire, and Humbly Adore thy Diwvin 
Goodne(s towards us, im this Invaluable Priviledoe of 0 
Acimiſjion 13 the Throne of Grace, (whica our dear Ri 
deemer has purcnaſed for us,) by Fatth in whoſe Med; 
ation 1 7; that we offer up our Prayers and Supplicatin 
now unto thee, beſeeching Thee for his ſatisfattion ſah 
ro pardon our Intquities, and for his Interceſſion ſake ; 
bear our Prayers. 


It is ob Lord! the ſincere deſire of our Souls this Mo 


ning, to give Glory to Thy Name by a free Penitent 4t 
knowledament and Confeſſion of our Sin and Guilt, whit 
has rendred us All juſtly Iyable and obnoxious to Th 
Wrath and Curſe. 

Particularly, We lament before God, the want of ti 
Orignial Purity and Perfetion of our Natures, the loſs | 
Thy Divine Image which was Inſtampt upon our Souls} 
therr firſt Creation: Oh how have we by our Apoſts 
from God, forfeited .his Favour , and loſs his Likenei 
being by Nature Children of Wrath, becauſe Children i 
Difobedience ! 

Help us alſo to lie low at thy Foot in a Sorrowful ſigh 
and ſenſe of the manifold Actual Tranſgrejſuns and Pri 
vocations of our Lives. 

Humble us grearly for all the Follies and Indecencit 
of our Chi/d-hood, for the Vamties of our Youth, and ti 
fenfulneſs of our Riper Years 3, for our Sims of Jonoran 
and of Knowledge, of Wealneſs and of Wilfulneſs, 0 
Omiſſion and of Commiſſion, againſt Thy Law and again 
Thy Goſpel, againſt the motions of Thy Holy Spirit, an 
rhe Checks of our own Conſciences. IWe lament and vews: 
them all Thy Preſence, they are our Grief and ot 
Shame, and the burthen of our Souls: God Almighty pat 
don them unto us ; blot them cut of Thy Book, bury the 


in ur Saviour's Grave, that they may never ariſe _ 
erth: 
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ve be iither in this World to Shame us, or in the World to come 
cligif:y Condemm us. 
And as we humbly implore thy pardoning Mercy for the 
ron Errors of our Life paſt, ſo we do Importunately beg the 
f ow Aids of Thy Divine Grace to impower us again(t the Do- 
* RY mon of Sin for the time to come ;; let the Grace of God 
Mea which bas appeared to us in Thy Goſpel, Teach every one of 
1:0 us pradtically to deny all Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts, 
ſal md to Live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly in this pre- 
ke ff ſent World. And God Almighty keep it in the purpoſe of 
or Hearts for ever to continue faithful to him, that with 
Mai full purpoſe of Heart we may cleave unto the Lord, that con- 
Af imumng Faithful to the Death, we may lay hold of the Crown 
vic of Life. 
Till Prepare and fit us for Thy whole providential Will and 

Pleaſure. We pray 2 hee Compſe our Minds in all Conditi- 
A ons of Life, to a quiet and ſteady dependance on Thy Good 
Provideiice, that we may be Solicitoujſly careful for no- 
thing, but is every Condition by Prayer and Supplication 
kt us make our Requeſts known to God : Mind us of our 
Mortality, and let us never be forgetful of our latter end ; 
belp us prattically to Underſtand how frail we are, and 
let us wiſely prepare for that great change of ours which 
_ il] Tranſlate every Soul of us into an Unchangeable and 
Everlaſting State. 

Extend Thy Goodneſs and Compaſſions ro the whole 
nc World : Pity the deplorable Ruines of Mankind ; think 
4 10 upon: the dark Corners of the Earth, that periſh for want 
anc of Viſion > and whereever thou haſt a Church plamed , 
» Of perpetually watch over it, and be a proteftion to t : 
am} Continue Thy Loving kindneſs to this Church and Nation 
an to which we belong, pardon our Sins, avert our Tudg- 
ws'y ments, heal our Breaches, compoſe our Unreaſonable Di- 
' Off viſftons : Bleſs our Gowvernours , eſpecially Thy Servant 
parq on the Throne , tet His Reign over us be long and 
OM proſperous : Bleſs all the Governours and Teachers of 
wr thy Church, particularly bim and his Labours who Ad- 
mmiſters 
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miniſters t0 T hee and us in holy things in this Congregation 1 
Let all mm an afflicted Condition be bad in Remembrance l;;q 
God : Give them patience under their Sufferings, advan+:,e; 
rage by them, and inthy good time a happy Iſſue and Deln,i 
liverance out of them, Bleſs all our Relations, Friendij T 
and Acquaintance, Pardon and Forgive our Enemies, and]! 
enable us to forgive them alſo. Ren 
And now 09 Father ! Accept we pray thee, our thankfulSms 
Returns for all the inſtances of thy Goodneſs towards usfhit 
particularly for our Creation, Preſervation and all th(Chr 
Bleſſmgs of this Life : But eſpecially and above all fa / 
thy wonderful Lowe in the Redemption of Mankind by thifCre: 
Son of thy Love, the Holy Feſus : TWe bleſs thee for thiffifir 
means of Grace and for the hope of Glory. We thank tha: 
for all the Comforts and Conveniencies of Life aff orded tiffie 
25, for thy Good Hand of Providence ower us this laft(no: 
Night, and for raiſing us up this Morning to ſee th: 
light of another Day. Stand charged with the particular 
care of every one of us, proſper the labour of our Hand 
and bleſs us in all our lawful Undertaking:, preſerve uh 
from the Evil of Sin, and keep us in perpetrzal Peace and 
Sgfety, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord! In whoſe Name 
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Our Father, &c. ” 

es 
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Ternally Glorious, and Incomprehenſibly Great and of 
Gracious Lord God ! who art infinitely exalted abou but 

all. the Prayers and Praiſes of Glorious Angel: and Glort | 
fied Saints, yet ſuch is the condeſcenſion of 1hy Grace and ea! 
Goodneſs, as not only to invite us into thy Preſence, bat al: | K 
fo to Account thy ſelf howoured by us when we come before att 
Thee, and renew our Acquaintance and Communion with bg 


Thee in the Duties and Exerciſes of Thy IVorſvip and Ser-f be 


VICE» 
We 
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tron We humbly pray, that none of our iniquities may 
ce eÞ;;vide or ſeparate betwixt God and ws , but whertin(4- 
vandeyer we have offended, be Gracicis to ns in the Pardon 
Deland Forgiveneſs of it. 
endl} Pardon Oh Lord unto us Original Gnilt, the He-+itary 
and[1o/;ntion, and Univerſal Depravation of 'ceur Natures, 
Remember not againſt us the Follies of cur Child-hocd, the 

kfullSms of orrr Youth, or the Provecations of our Riper Tears, 
s upfhut according to the multitude of Thy tender Mercies in 
 theRChrift Feſus, blot out our Tranigreſſions. Waſh us thor ugh 
farfhh from cur Wickedneſs, and cleanſe us from all our Sins ; 
' thfCreate in us a clean Heart, 6h God! and renew a Right 
r thefÞpirit within us, purge us with Hiſſop and ſo ſhall we be 
thefſrear, oh waſh ws in the Blood of the Immaculate Lamb, 
ed wffbe Crucified Feſus, and ſo flail we ve whiter than the 
lafWnow. 

thil And God Almighty grant that we may never more 
ularhtturn to the Lowe and Practice of oaw former Sins, but 
ndsroclaim and proſecute an open and Jrreconeileavle War a= 
Je wharf them, yea enable us by Thy Grace to dye daily to 
andfhem, and to live” unto Righteouſneſs and True Holmeſs, 
ami inually mcrtifying all cur Evil ana Corrupt Affettions, 
nd daily proceeding in all Vertues and Godlineſs of 
tving. 

' Guide us ve pray Thee, through al! the difficult Paſ- 
wes of our Lives by the CondudF of thine Unerring Pro- 
Hence, and in all Conaitions of Life, lt Thy Grace bs 
Mndantly ſufficient fe or ts: Leave us not one Moment to 
w {elves 3, leaſt wwe become a Prey to every Temptation : 
oweÞput carry us joyfully through all the Difficulties of Life , 
ori-fud Support us powerfully in and under the Agonies 0 
andWenth. | 
al Keep us ever mind/ul of our latter End , ana from 
forefattering our ſelves with the Hope and Expectation of a 
vichug Continuance of time here in the World : But let 
Cer-f be Bur great Ambition and Deſire nat lo mucty r9 
ve long, as to live ell, to be uſeful and (erwiceavis 
ro 


and 


We 
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7o /Imighty God in cur Place and Gent at, on, Rnowind gi 
that "tis nothing but a ulefal and well ſpent Life J tha: call (i 
renaer our Death Happy, 034 or Relurrefiion Gloricm py 
find [et minke; God mirciiully Hſ1/3 and Succony of al 
118 «ur raft a Fern ak 42 the Flour of ' De ath, and int pr 
P. 7y of Fudgmeni, good Lord, deliver ns +  Rememly fi 


all Thme a!! the I 4 Footy das 00 d i 3 thy Good Pla 
pure HTO «© $447, __ oe the 7, alls of 7eruſa lem, TU WW, 
FAS £71: rd072 of + Satan, and An ichrift, Cars A; 
the Bur: ters of hl Sons Ringdom , and 9rve him if 
Fl. ai hen for his Tai PLACE , the utmoſt par's of th 
Earth for his Poljef Ian. Be favourable and Gracis 
70 theje Nations of England, Scotland and Ireland 
HL imble us for all our proviking Sins, avert our inpe 
Pl ng Judgments, prevent W hat awe fear, remove hi 
2770 Fee ] and in Thy, 092"73 113140 elf blijh rs 1upoy fuch Foun 


7 
ions of Righteou; nefs and Peace, chat it may mee 
F#HLLYEC be 113 the 7 OWer of 01167 re Heſs Adxcrſaries LO © :/Fan M 


— 


Bleſs 6147” (G97 VECrILOUT in and all [ 7a: are in Ant pority 0 
wer 4, both in Church and State, Finecin; ty T hime Amon 
ted Servant on the Throne, Ring William , end gran 

4 / AF, 6.5 Doo 
TDs wder _ 172 wag 'o [21s Conrernt CH WE 7d 

7 BP = Live . WI (, 1 / p / r 

4 F111, AN 4 © 2a eabl, ebay 8&3 QAiv C0! wo bo ant Hi 

15 i F1 pf - Be PP, ew! - af ll y i: »>07F75 7 4 1 BET, alt: x & | of " C-rr08 
6 Af jt, E747 on, © 'D: Clal, ; ang. that G7'C Me, rf UNtro us, l; 
10 Un, - Thy Hand in ' Stckneſs 3 ſandtific, W! 

a) 
PY Te 1 Thy E. of tis }* . C015 ts them, and praw | 
that the l enic of their Weakneſs may add Strength to the 
> atth, and Seriouſne/; to thar ReDentance ; raiſe then u 
*© it be Toy Will, whe! r:ve thein Wiſdom and Grace tt 
lead the Reſidue of their Liues in Thy Fear, aud to Thi, \ 
Gl, '} 5 and Prepare it's per 4) RY Adin ſites, 


Finally we Bleſs and Praiſe Thy Floty Name, for al 
Thy Aercies orb ] to us, for the Source ank Foun 
MP #46 of " them al; the Fl. ly Foſes : 2 For all the 1 g 
abl 


in Family-Worſhip. Gr 


able Fruits and Benefits of his Incarnation, Death, Re- 
ſurreftion and Aſcenſion ; for the preſent mean; of + 500 .; 
wm} and the hopes of future Glory. We Praiſe Tyi.s allo for 
all Temporal Bleſſings, for the uſe of our R eaſon, Or the 
preſervation of our Health and Strength, for 1 by WWatch- 
full Care and Gocd Providence over ts the, Day. 

Pardon to us the Sins of th:s Day, whether im The ugh; 
Word, or Deed, committed againſt Thy Divine Maj 'y: . 
find take us this Night mto Thy Gyre ond ProteFion. give 
us Comfortable Reſt and Repoſe, defend this Habitation 
md all about t, from Fire, from Storm and Tempeſt 
and every jad Accident : Deliver us from the Power nd ; 
Malice of Evil Spirits, and keep us out of the Hand; f 
Evil Men. And when we awake in the Morning, let us 
be ſtill with Thee, and let every one of us in 0uy og / 
Vocations ſerve Thee Faithfully and Panfully fo Our 
dying hour. All which we humbly beg im the Name and 
Mediation of the Infinitely Worthy Jeſus, wha in Com- 


paſſion to our Infirmities has commanded us to [ay, 


J '| Our Father, &c. 


7110) An HYMN, "fs Song of Praiſe fir 


or: the Morning. 

4 

W! ORD, for the Mercies of this Nig! 
ra My humble Thanks I Pay - 


va And unto Thee, I Dedicate 
vY The Firſt-Fruits of the Day. 


1" My God was with me all this Night, 
And gave me ſweet Repoſt ; 
My God did Watch, even whilſt I Sl 
&:: Or I had never Roſe. 


1 3 
oy | He 
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How many groan'd and wiiht ſor Sleep, 
Until they withe for Day : 
V'eary both or their Bed and Life, 
Whiltt 1 fecurely lay, 


Whilft 1 did Sicep, all Dangers Slept, 
No Thieves did me affrighr, 

Thote Evening Wolves, thoſe Beaſts of Prey, 
Diſturbers of the Night. 


No Raging Flames, nor Storms did Rend 
The Houle that I was in : 
I heard no Dreadtul Cries without, 
1 >  W. 
Nor Doleful Groans within. 


What Terrors have I *icap'd this Night, 
Which have on others fell, 

My Body might have Slept its laſt, 
My Soul have watr'd in Hell! l 


0 

Let this Day Praiſe Thee, oh my God, d 

And fo let all my Days, a 

And oh let my Eternal Day 1 

Be thy Eternal Praiſe. lc 

| E 

| An HYMN or Sons of Praiſe for Z 
- « the Evening. v 
el 

NA FX God, my only Help and Hope, [Þ 
7 My itrong and ſure Defence, by 

; 'ForAll the Meicies of this Day ih 
RY, I Bleſs thy Providence. F 
Te £ we in the Day thou wert about D) 
- The Paths wherein 1 tread P: 


- "= © _—_ 3 
» NOV in the Night when I lye down 
-»- thou about my Bed! 


in Family Worſhip. 62 
This Day God was my Sun and Shie!d, 

My Keeper and my Guide, 
His Care was on my Frailty ſhewn, 

His \*2-cies multiply*d. 


Minutes and Mercies multiphed 
{lave made up all this Day, 
Minutes came quick, but Mercies were 
More {wift and free than they. 


New Time, new Favours, and new Joys, 
Do a New Song require, 

*Tiil I ſhall Praiſe thee as I would 
Accept my Heart's Deſire. 


Now tor a Cloſe of this Advice to Farnily-Gover- 


nours, concerning their Performance of Family- Wor- 
ſhip, I jhall only ſubjoin this one Cautionary Direct1- 
on : Take heed of reſting in thy Family-Duties, and 
by no means think it futficient to prove thee a Saint, 
and evidence thee a lincere Chriſtian, becauſe thou 
art frequent in Family-Duties. Alas! a Man may 
ſet up the Worſhip of God in his Houſe, and yet nct 
Enthrone God in his Heart. The Duty it felt 15 
g00d, but the bare Performance of it will not dem-on- 
itrare thee ro be ſo; look therefore how thou daily 
Walkeſt as well as how thon Prayeft. Tf thou mecan- 
eſt to foul thy Hands with Sins black Workin the 
Day, it is grofs Hypocritie to pretend to walh Þei12 
by Prayer in the Morning : *Tis fad to pretend «0 


Religion in the ' Houſe, and to practiſe Deceit and 
Fraud in the Shop. Oh how many begin with God 


by Prayer in the Morning, and keep the Degil Cour 
pany 1n *+1n all the Day atter. * Syd, 


. 


he Negle&t of Family-Duties will certfinly be- 


ſpeak thee a Bad Man : tut the moſt conſtant-Þege 
| formance of them without a Lite ſuitable totheng” = 


"ill neyer prove thee a good Man. \ | 
ys : p | E 5 . CHAP. - 


* 


— 
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UNAF XN 
Of Glorifyin? Gol in Secret Duties; 


Rear is the Condeſcention of Almighty God in 

_T hot ns Communion with his Church 1n their 
Publick Af 2nbiies, when with United Prayers and 
Supplications, they make their Solemneſt Addrefles 
aU ron © Bur C Oh h 10) OO able 15 his Condeſcend- 
ing Love, in "IR !tooping {5 low as to maintain a Holy 

Fellowſhip and {w Set Communion with a ſingle Chri: 
JH 111 W 15 C lofer- Levouons : 15 it not enough that 
in Heaven when we ſhall pat on our Robes of Glo- 
TY, 9 he wiil take us into his Roya) Preſence, and 
Admit us there to the fight and enjoy mCint of his 
Face and Favour, but will he now whileit we are 
clad with Ragsof Mortality, and before our Grave 
Cloaths are thrown off, entertain 115 allo as his 
Friends, and indulzse us the Liberty ' of giving him a 
y itic in the remoceſt Corner of our LHouſe ? Veril 

ch aſtoniſhing Love and ſtupendious Condelcen- 
fo, 3s rather to be admired than expreſſed by us, 
Now there are ſeveral Secret Duties incumbent up- 
en Chriſtians, wiich Almighty God upon our hume 
Þ!c Application to him, will afford us the ſweet In: 
fiverces, the fecret Aids and Altitances of his Ho- 
ty Spiritin the performance of : As namely, 

;. Holy and Devour Meditation, when the Soul 
retires from the World, and in a ſ>rious and ſolemn 
Manner f2:s it felf to think upon God, to contem- 
plate Iis glorious Attributes, to ruminate upon his 
gracious Promiſes, to admire his wonderful Word 
and Works, 


2. Serious Seif-exam ination, by which we make a 
daily 
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daily enquiry into the State of our Souls, and there- 
by arrive at a well-grounded Know!edge of the ſafe- 
ty of our State and Condition, by comparing the 
Frame of our Hearts and the Courſe of our Lives 
with the Holy Rule of God's Commandments, and 
obſerving their ſincere Conformity thereunto. 

2. Secret Prayer and Supplication, which ought 
to be pertormed conftantly and icaſonably twice a 
Day. As foon as thou arifeſt out of thy Bed in the 
Morning, begin the Day with God, and make a moſt 
hearty tender of your felt to his Service 2nd Glory, 
before you ſet about any Worldly Buſineſs, and ne- 
ver think of putting off your Cloaths to lye down 
at Night, before you have commended your ſelves 
and all yours untq his merciiul ProteQion. For your 
Encouragement hygreunto, you have the Practice and 
Example of our Bleftzd Saviour, whom you find ear- 
ly in the Morning, Praying alone, St. ark 1. 25. 
and lare in the Evening, St. Matth, 14. 23- and that 
this was cur Saviour's uſual Practice, may be gather- 


d in 


their 


ave 
his | £d trom St. Luke 22. 39. compared with St. Luke 
naſ2:. 37. Thus Chriſt fanGified this Duty by fis own 
ily | Example, and has by bis Promiſe annexed a Gract- 
2n- | ous Reward to the Haithtul doing of it, St. 47atihs 
us. | 6. 6. | 

p- All this our Bleſted Saviour did when he was here 
m- || on Farth, and nowthat he is Aſcended up into Hea- 
n- | ven, to whar Purpoſe is he appointed our Intercet- 
o- | for there, if we ſend up no Prayers to him to bz pre- 


ſented by him tothe Father. 

ul Beſid:s this, the Senſe of our daily Wants, one 
n | would think ſhould ſufficiently excite us to this Du- 
ty, we ſtanding in continual need of God ; or 1 
is | Fe could be ſuppoſed to want nothing, ver the 5eme 
we have, that we hold All we call Ours by the ower 
Mercy of God, ſhould move us to Acknowledge him, 


a | and to pay our Homage and Adorations it hun. 
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Add to this, that there is no ſuch way to make Al. 


mighty God intirely our Friend, as by commendin 
our ſelves in the Duty of Prayer to him, with a Pt. 
ous Truit in his Mercy, and an intire Devoting 6 
our ſeives to his Service and Glory. But ol; how in- 
exprefiible will be the Comfore of going to God a 
an Acquaintance , when we are going out of thi; 
World, it we can truly ſay, as that -Devout Man, 
Dr. Prefon did, a little before his Death, I ſhall 
change my Place, bur not my Company ; how joy- 
fully may we hope and comfortably expe&, to 20 9 
God when we dye, with whom we held a conftant 
g00d correſponience, and maintained a f{weet fam 
horicy whilft we lived 

[ et theſe Coniiderations briefly hinted to thy 
Thoughts, work in thee a Pious Reſolution to begin 
and end the Lay with God, this will Antidote and 


- 


fortifie thy Soul againſt the Contagion of Si: , and 
the Temptations oft Sinners. Eccleſiaſtical !i{tory 
cells us, that when St. Origen fell into that 4 2ar Sin 
of Offering Incenſe to an 1dol-god, thac Morning he 
went forth b:tore he had performed his Private De- 
votions. We arc never ſafe cither from Sin or Dan- 
gr, but when under the over-Ihadowing Care and 
Providential Wing of God, and Prayer 15 the way 
and means to engage God Almighty's care over us 
and concern ior us; by Prayer we tx our Minds up- 
on him, we lay open our Souls betore him ; we re- 
coinmend our ſelvesunto him, which gives our Minds 
the ſweeteſt and molt ſolid Satisfattion, that whats 
ever Providences befal us, are certainly intended by 
zn unerring Wiidom for our Good, and in Qrder to 
our Happineſs. 


Now in Order to your Glorifying Almighty God 
in Secret Duties, kt the tollowing Directions be ob- 
ſerved, 


1. Pe 
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t. Be ſure that thou arr Private in thy Private Du- 
ties, let it be true Secret Prayer, and not have its 


] Name for nought : Remembe our Saviour's Advice, 


S& Matth. 6. by Entey into thy Cloſet when t bou prayeſt, 
and (hut ry Docr ; ; and De lure to it ar it fo cloſe, that 
no Wind of Vain-Glory may either get our or come 
in. Some Hypocrites oray in Secret , but as they 
| handle tle matrer,they are not Secret in their Clolets ; 
If like the £2 en that goes unto a Private Place to lay her 
g Bo! 
where the is and what ſhe is about; rather than be 
guiity of this Vanity, ſhut the door of thy Lips, a3 
well as of thy Clofer; not bur that 1c is lawful to uſe 
the Voice in Private-Prayer, provided ir be not for 
Oltentation, to be over-heard by others : Yea and 
uſeful alo, as it helps the Attention of the Mind, and 
poTens wand:ing "thoughts; and likewiſz quickens 
he Aﬀections, by raiſmg them up toan higher degree 
uy piten of Fervency. Chriſtian Fradence there- 
fore mult dire& Thee, wh 1at is beſt in this Caſe. 

2. Look that thou. art free and open with Almigk- 
ty God in Priivace Duties, come not to God in Secret, 
and chen conceal thy Secret from him, lay open thy 
very Hearr, and ſpread all thy Secret Sins before 
him, and be ſure to hide nothing from him if thou 
art not free to Contels, never expect that God will 
be faithful to forgive. Pray er is Called in SCripture a 

mouring forth of the Soul to God, becauſe a Graci- 
ons Perſon makes known all its wants and griets oO 
God, and does this with much Freedom of Spirit : 
Verily there is nothing that Almighty God reſents 
more unkindly at his Peoples Hands, than their At- 
temprs to conceal either their S2cret- Sins, or their 
Secret Wants from him ; when he ſtands ready fo gra- 
czouſly to pardon the one, and {0 merciuully to fup- 
ply the other, 


3. Make 


o but by ker Cackling tells all the Bouſe. both. 


> ——__—_ 
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. Make uſe of the moſt Proper and fitting Seaſon 
3; Sdecier-Prayer, and take heed that one Duty doth 
not inrerierc with another, either with Family-Pray: 


Cr Or wit! ah! cx W or{hip; te Be ary OL  Chriſtia- 
nity conlitts in the Harmony ol a Chritti 11 Obedi- 
ence z but the Devi! takes a mighty Pleafure in putting 
Perſons upon fetring the Ordinances of God ar vart 
ance one agun{t another ; look alſo that thy Cloiet 
Devetions do not nterfere > With the Duties of thy 
pariucular Caliing. God allows time for tne Si0Þ, as 
well as for the Cioſet, a; tho art to ſhut ty C Cloſer. 
doors to pray, (7 tO open thy ShOp- Windows for 
work; = it we 28 not faithful in the one, we can 
not expect his Preience in the others. Go then Oh 
Chriſtian Into tay Clolet betore thou go ell mw thy 
Shop, or eliz thou art an Acheift, but when thou halt 
been with God there, attend gel fait! ineb the 
bulinels of thy Cailing, or ciicthou art an Hiypocrite; 
2 that {ays, Be fer, nt 13: t Payer, af fa S, be nt 
Hoaihfal 177 B: ant !s. 


| pn * oo 


2. Take heed that your frequent performance of 
Secret Duties, do not Avgencrate into a cles tor: 
mality 3 What we do very trequently, we are ny 
to do Very Ca letly - "It. 35 CXCEE ding hard, not t 

=cow formal 11 nx taoile WET es Wiich we are daily Com 
veriant in. E Ss avour there ore with your utmoſt 
Care and Diligence to keep bp. £112 ICIYOUr Or Your 
Atte:; ONS 12 YOur daily Ap23 /GAC1NCS tO C: pos. azid in 
order thereunto, I would adv le 1/OU tO pray G!72n, 
ratner than ver y long : 5 tor it 15 dil jicult 0) 'bel LOS FU Tr 
our Praye; s, and nor to flacken our Aﬀetions. Our 
Blefied Saviour hinifelf = fin a praying often 1, yea 
and uling the fame Words in Prayer, St. 443;16. 20. 
44. 

F- Reit not upon it, as an Inzalible Evidence - 
thy < SINCCrity, char thou art found in the practics 


Secret Duties. *Iis as Pollible tor Hypocritie w 
Crecn 
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Icreep into the Cloſet, as for the Frogs ts get int, 
[Pharaoh's Bed-Chamberz a Man may perform SCCTet 
Tay JDuties, and yet indulge himſelf in many Secret Sins 
| But if chou delighteſt Ln learching Duties as well as 
i-ISecret, in the cloſe Examination of thy Heart, in 
the impartial Lrying of thy Ways, in ſerious Medi- 
tation of the 1 { breatnings © of the Word, fo as to de- 
err thee irom ine Practice of all known Sin ; this will 
afford thee a good ground of Hope, that thy Teart 
5 upright 1 God's light, 
6. Let not Buline |: divert tee, let not the ſenſe 
o thy own Weaknels and want of Abilicies « dilcou- 
2ethee from the ame of Secret Duties, clpeci- 
ly from praying daily by thy S2it alone; confel: all 
ty Sins, and lay open all thy Wants before Alimnigh- 
y God in the belt manner thou arr able, and <q: =th- 
on not the acceptance of thy worthlefs Services for 
e ſake of a worthy Mediator; and rather than the 
tnſe of thine own Weakneſs and want of Exprel- 
fion ſhould eempt thee to negtect this Duty, make uſe 
of the following Words. | 


7) 


A Morning Prayer for a Private Perſon, 


H Eternal and £* VOr Ble{ f # 1! 'O7F Tf Fw] 1 Th it it a? * 14 wan (c 4 
; Infuntely Gler Out, "4 / bo &o 32 of thy "Y bd/ | bh 
J; 7 ESE” 
1 Fantly Gracious 3 in all Humility I bow at thy Fynt, ade= 


ring toy Divume Mi j eſty, by whole Power I was UFOHS 38 
into the World, and by whoſe Prot vidence 1 have been pres 
ut ſerved to this Moment. 7 acknowledge my [elf ta bave 
/Ea Pbeen eftranged from Thee, ever from co Womy 3 fer Z 
z 6, brought a ſinful Nature mio the Ii Chan With 12, tremns 


N Deuce all acl t al [rangrejſior ſ h, IT UC 697 15 2; 23A proceed. £% 


: 
of as impure Streams from a pol; uted Fountwi: 09 ord ! 
ol [uumble me, and that greatly, fc: * 77773 Origina, Gaiit, {or ite 
0 Filltes of my Childhcd, 7 tho T; 1m ES 62715 —_ 
cn | — 


| Che earfulneſs, as may be acceprable both to God and Man 


70 Of Glorifying God 
of my Youth, for the Tranſgreſſions and Provecations $15: 
my Ripcr Tears, give me a particular ſight of them ; wart © 
in my Soul an Ingenuous and Godly Sorrow for them ;, fs 
impartial Hatred and Enmity againſt : them: Acce t of . B 
Death and Sufferings of Thy Son, as a full Satisfa@uff " 
to Thy Fuſtice, for all that Wrong T have done to the Hol” © 
neſs of Thy Law, and enable me by Faith to repoſe the wff* * 
tire Truſ* and Con Hence of my Soul on the ſufficiency 
bis Merits ; and Obs let Thy Holy Spirit for the time: 
come, ſo dirett, ee #5 0 =. govern, both my Heart an 
2" ag in the Ways of Thy py Jak and in the Works of Tl 
Commandments, rhat in all my T bought, Words, an | 
Works, Imay ever ſeek Thy Honour and Glory , and eay 
_ my Conver(ation aright, that at Death 1may {ee ti 
alvation of God. Prepare me for a ſick-bed, and fit n l; 


fo a dying Hour, Iet not G:d be a Stranger . Pig mm; c be 


crertce bers '0 me when 1 come to die, bui do thou me 
e:fully afſijÞ a: and ſuccory 27? Lk Wy bit AMements: Itt 
Hour of 4 eat, and in the Nay of Tudgment, '* Good Lon 
deliver me, and conduSt m1 : {afely to thine Ever: oft 
Kingdows. IT Bis Thy SPE Oh I od, for that Gai 
lacs of Fbine, 2: ici bas brou TL eto the Light, (a1 
a160t oer Day, an: how | '0 Prevent me with Th '; Grace, lod al 
rect and AjjiiZ me by 7h IT" ; and G60, 1 Sp:r; 't, that 1 ms 
905 141 this Day into any Sin or I em 7 DEAR > that 1 mis int 
20! | follow mor be = £ uy any lor a; ly and Carnal Luſt s, bi F 
be enabled in ny Place ond Station to perform my Du:y 8c 
Thy Self, and my Neghvour, With ſrc: oC are, Fel ity an 


I bumb!y commend this C 7 Jo and Nation 10 Thy mercifi 
Care and Protetfion, Tet our Gcoacious Ring live | 


=! » 0 y 
{1 by fiaht, and #11le "#5 thy hear, ant let all Hs S4; I] 


geets fear God, Honour His Majeſty, and Lowe one ant v] 


foer. A Ul : ell Th y Miniſters in their hard and difficul 
VVork, and follow their Ea, deavours with Thy Bleſſing, part; 
ricularly i who labours amongſt us im Thy Word and DA}. 
trime, Pity all in an offliftied Condition, Pardon thei 
$191 
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tion; fins, and Supply their Wants. Remember all my Relations 
- wifir Good, requite the Kindneſs of my Friends, Pardon and 
m dougive my Enemies, and enable me to Forgive them alſo. 
of th veſe Mercies with what ever-elſe thou knoweſt to be need} ul 
fair me and all Mankind, I bumbly beg in the Name and 
e HolfVords of my Bleſſed Redeemcr, ſaying as he has Tavght 
the infjie ; Our Father, &c. 


PC) 
1 AnEvening Prayer for a Private Perſon. 

f 11 O/# Holy and ever Bleſſed Lord God | the Father of 
, an  Mercies , the Feuntam of Goodneſs, and the Au- 
Wior of all Grace ; I deſire again this Evening to bow be= 


72ay 
le = 1 . 


';.. Wire thy AMercy-Seat , to Adore and Praiſe thy Glorious 


fy . 

- Wizjeſt;, for thy Gracious Care and Providence over me 
' "Pie day paſt. Pardon unto me (moſt Merciful Father) 
"Þ moſt humbly Beſeech, whatever I have committed or 6- 
1 UN itted this Day contrary to my Reſolutions and Obligations. 
0 Pity my VVeakneſſes, and accept my ſimcere Endeavours to 


8 erve and Glorifie Thee. VVherem I have been wont to 
— ſip, Lord help me to be more V/atchful, where I have been 
i Careleſs and Negligent, let me uſe greater Diligence and Cir- 
" Reumſpetion ; help me more (enſibly to groan under this Bo- 
Js; of Sin, hich I carry about with me, and which ſo 
Pnterrupts me in thy Service, that when I would do Geod, 
BEvil is preſent with me. And oh that the Senſe of that 
FCorrupticn which T find ſtirring in my Soul, may cauſe me 
more earneſtly to implore the help of Thy Bleſſed Spirits 
which alone can enable me to Mortifie all my Evil and Cor- 


rupt &ffeftions, to deny all Unsodlmeſs and VVorldly Luſts, 


- and to live Soberly, Ryophteonſly, and Godly in this preſent 
_ VVorld. Raiſe up my Heart and my Afﬀefions above this 
IVVerld and the things below, and "#4 them upon 7 Self 

and the things that are above; ob help me to Realize the 
1 Things of Eternity and another VV ld to my Mind, and 30 
} [believe ther as certainly as if 1 ſaw them with my Bodily 
hel es” = Wd 


Ks , 
[3] 
8 


72 Of Glorifying God 
Eyes. Flew T O/ Lord and Anſwer *he Supplications an! 


Prayers w ich aſe 'e been put 9p unto Thee by any of Thi 


79:s Dny, on the behalf of this Churc, and Nation. 0 


that Feace Fae FH. 'ppine(s, Iruth and Fuſtice, Religi 
nnd Dot ; 3,3 77 0 | 1b {ie Pl, {174 nongſt us, try all Cons 


77 Ve & 
Secure the *:r{037 of Th; ' 5 u!, King William, tr 
at A; FOTBEDLS of Fel {CNCE, and let tnat Ha 14 be e ft ” EVt 

it bored \p1.:1} be once its ed forth to hurt th 
L ris aroumtd and {cl all {at AYE IN Antherity und: 


S 


COMIC 7 ' went and T t Fice 1 pAr! tially » To thy 
Piwrithion! o IWickeau:{s Ls Vice, aud to the maintt 
FdCC 9 Tip tru R-lig 7: Go, "Unefs. Let all thi 
P3entfer 1 1io Thee 11 [ely Thi gs, enaeaUuuur both by thy 
as of their Docirinc, and the Piety of their Lives, ti 
ws rracny to 4 Love of Holineſs an 2 Relinion, that thi 
may” (ire as-the Stars for Ccuer and ever, Pity all thi 
that ore 1m 0 | worſe Condition than my elf, ! 1pp!y then 
Wants Ot: of Thy abu des. and work im me a read 
of Di P"j::tom to a Ionimi er to toe; 7 Neccſ/ities according f 
my Avillly. Accept my Thankful returns to Thy Majeſ!) 

or al. Toy Oercies, for the Fountain of them all, the Hi 
vo Tejus , fer all the invaluable Benefits of hie Incarnat 
on, Death, and Paſſion, Ry/arrettion, Alcenſ in, and In 
rerceſſ: T7 for the G pot in Heh Spirit, fer the Light 
of 707 Glorious Goſper, for all the Comforts and Convent 
encics of Life « forde { to me, which many Better than my 
Rove depree lf, for Thy 21 atchful C. re and 8 rood Hand 
of Providence over _ ;s D: 779. Receive nie into Thy Pro- 
126 N:ght, fanttifie my Reſ?, and keep me from ſin- 
ning againſt 7 bee upon ty Bed, and let the natural re- 
fe of Fo 2) 7 Boi ly put me in Mend, that Ore long I muſt ſleep 
the Þ. lomof the Grave, and awake no more "Lill the 5dor- 
ming of the Reſurrection, for which ſolemn hour good Lord 
prepare and fit me and al Menkk md, by a renewed frame of 
Heart, ar 1g Religious courſe of Life, for thy Mercies ſake 
mn Chrijt Feſus, who has both lireBed and commanded me 


YW9en [ pray to ſay, Our Father, Co ' A 


Le ad - 


in Sceeret Diaties. 


A (hort Fiymn for the Evenirs, 


Ow from the Altar of my Hear, 
Let Incenſe Flames ariſe ; 
Afifſt me Lord, to offer up 
My Evening Sacrifice. 


Lord Watch and Ward, when TI ſhall flcep, 
1 humoly 'I hee 1mplore ; 

thine Angeis let my Guardians be, 
Both now and evermore. 


into 'Lhy Hands do I commit, 
My Spirit which is thy due ; 

For why, Thou haſt created it, 
Yea didſt Red&cm it too, 


Lord it I live, let me be Thine, 
Thnine allo it I die ; 


Come Lite, come Death, let Heaven be mine, 


Amen, Amen, lay I. 


uw” 


CHA P.: AS 
Of Reading the Holy Scriptures. 


| + E Holy Bible being a Letter wrote unto us by 
tne Finger of Gcd himſelf, what is our Read- 
ing of it, and daily Converſing with it, buta Com- 


muning With the Almighty, 


and making an Enquiry 


after that Revelation of his Will, which his Wiſ- 
dom has been pleaſed to make unto us? How ftu- 
pendious then is the Folly, and Impiety of thoſe, who 
either lay the Bib'e atide as a nezle&ted Book ! or 


elſc read it careleſly, irreverently , 


2 
"2 " 


unattentively, 


with- 
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without an honeſt fimpliicity of Mind, to be guidedWo! 
inſtructed, and directed by it! To prevent the Sinfeac 
and Danger of both which Negle&s, it. will be ourf 2. 
Wiſdom to reſolve with our ſelves, to redeem fomejne « 
ume every Day, either Morning or Evening, orfake 
both, to read in our Cloſets, as well as in our Fami-þth 
lies, ſome part of God's Holy Word. And that weſhike 
may read it. with the greater Profit, refoive we toſerl 
read the Þ:1hic tirough and in Order « which may bile 
done once a 2. car, by reading abour three Ch: 1pter's e-ind 
very Day, rwo out of the Old Teſtament, and one outatic 
of the New In the Diſcharge of which Duty theſſt © 
following DizeAions may be of Uſe and AdvantageMer 
fO us. he | 
1. The fir Preparative to our reading the Holyſſhei: 
SCripture fic ou.d be Prayer; as the Scriptures werehei: 
ditated at firft by the 'Ho! y Spirit, {o do they ſtillFKne 
owe thcir Effects and Influences to the Spints Co-Ope- 
ration, he teacheth his Pcopic to profit ; the Things Poo! 
of the Spirit, the Apoſtle tclls nz, are Spirncually dil- Þird 
cerned, 7'Oor 2. 14. And altho' the natural Man may ſhne 
well ero!gh apprehend the Letter, and Grammati- the 
cal ſenſe of the Scriptures, yet its Power and Ener- he 1 
gy, that perſwaſive force whereby it works upon ſflwa 
Mens Hearts, this1s peculiar to the Spirit, and there- Je \ 
tore without his Aids, the Bible whilſt it lies open 
beiore us, may be as a Book that is Scaled to us. hers 
Whenever therefore thou takeſt the Eible into thy 
Hands, dart up ſuch Ejacuiations as theſe towards 
Heaven, and i IX : Lord open thou mine F JOS, that I may 
fee the 10ndrous things of thy FoWk Bleſſed art thous 
0h Lord, Teach me thy Statutes, Let tby good VVord be 
a Light unto my Feet, and a Lamp unto my Paths. Or- 
der my Steps in thy VVord, and let no Ininuity hawe Doe 
minion over me. Give me Underſtandivg that 1 may walk 
all my days by the Counſel of thy VVord, and in the ena of 


my Days, die in the Comfort "f it, If you read the 
Word 
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edWVord of God without Prayer, you mult expe to 
_ it without Profit. 
Qur A fecond Qualification preparatory to the rcad- 
meſng w the Holy *criptures, is Reverence. When we 
ortake the Bible into our Hands, we thould do it with 
m'-bther Sentiments and Apprehenſions than when we 
wekike a common Book. conttdering that to all that con- 
 tofterſe with it, 'tis either the Savour of Life unto 
beWlife., or of Death unto Death, that is, in the regular 
e-Fnd 112ht uſe of it. *Tis the Inſtrument of our Sal- 
MwtYation, but upon our abuſe of it, 'tis the Promoter 
helbt our Deſtruction. And accordingly we find good 
welMen in all Ages have been wonderlully afteted with 
he Holy Scriptures, and to the inward Reverence of 
dy ſhcir Minds have joyned the onurward Proftrarion of 
ere Fheir Bodies, never reading, the Bible but upon their 
tilKnces, to the great Repi oach and Shame of our 
JC- op! anenefs, who ſnatch 1 p the Bible as we do aPlay- 
185 ®ook, and read it with as little Reverence and Re- 
lif-Fard : Yet with this difference, that we dilmils the 
ay ne much ſooner, and retzin the Impretlions of the 
xi ſther much longer. Now this proceeds in ſome from 
er- flle want of that habitual Reverence which we ſhould 
on Þlways have tothe Word of God ;; and in others from 
e- ſte want of Actual] exciting of that inward Reverence 
en hen they go to read : This is certain, thar where 
us. ere 15 no Revercnce, there can be no Profpect of 
by $Þy genuine and laſting Obedience. 
> 3. A third Requitite to the readingof the Holy 
za) ſcriptures with Profit, is Sincerity ; this is twofold, 
0% Pamely, a Sincerity of the Undc: ſtanding in order 
be Þ Belief, and a Sincerity of the Will in order unto 
Ir Fractice. We muſt come to the Word of God with 
)o* | Preparation of Mind, to embrace indifferent! 
/k Fatever God reveals as the Objed of our Faith, on 
e muſt alſo dire& our Reading to the proper 
r Which the Holy Scriptures were deſigned, name- 
£ Ny 
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ly, the knowing God's Will in Order to the doing © 
it, P{al..'t11 1C-: good Unacr/fanding have all the 
that dy his Commanamenls. 

4 Read the Scriptures with ſpecial Attention 
"Tis Folly and Tizhtnefs not to do fo in the Reading to 
of þumane Authors, but "tis fintul and dangerouJR 
not to do ſo in peruſing of this Divine Book : whaſJw 
greater contempt can be thewn of a Man whom wgjan 
hear ſpeak, it we mind not at all what is ipoken by ar 
him ? This vile Aftront do all thofe put upen Almigh{m: 
ry God, who hear or read his Word, but give it not 
Attention ; the Veitue which God has put into hijied 
V. 01d conſiſts not in the 1 ctters and Syllables of ifiPr: 
whichare no more Sacredthan thoſe of another BookYſtu 
but *cis te ſenſe and meaning which 1s divinely 1 Re 
ſired, and which can never be underſtood by DrowJChi 
tie and Unatenave Readers. ter! 

5. Read the Word of God with particular Applij»pr/ 
c2tion ; this is the proper end of our Attention, lafſ®/s, 
1s therefore when we Read look upon cur ſeives aj8t-! 
{poken to in what we Read ; when we read our N Ver 
viour's Denunciation ro the Fews, Except ye repent lam 
Je ſpall :!l periſn, Luke 13. 5. We are to look upd iſt 
it as tpoken to our ſeives, and to conclude the indi Diſc 
penible Neceflity of our own Repentance. WhaqſLiv« 
we Read that Black Catalogue of Crimes in 1 Caſſſfaind 
4, 10. Which exclude Perſons from the Kinzdom dffliſt 
ftcaven, we are to Believe that the fame Crimes wi 
25 Certainly ſhut Heaven Gates againſt us, as again 
thoſ: ro whom thar Epiſtie was immediately d | 
rected! £0 in all the Precepts of Good Lite, we att 
to taink our felves as nearly and particularly cou 
cern'd as if we had been Chiilt's Auditors on tÞ, : 
ious "OH RAS" s Phage 1d 
Mount. Tnlike manner when we Read the Threa yp 
nings and Promiſes, we are either to Trembi$.. y 

e h 


Ii 


/ ® 


101 
ork 


or Hope, according as we adhere to tho!e ou 
2gainlt which the Lhreatwungs arg Denounced, 
PLtac 


| 
Pre 14 


. 


practiſe thoſe Duties to which the Promiſes are An- 
nexed. 


-onl 6. Read the Word of God with a Refolution 
ingto practiſe what thou Readeſt, otherwiſe all your 
ow Reading ſerves but to encreaſe your Guilt , and 
;ha will Aggravatz your Condemnation. As Chrifti- 
walanicy is not a Speculative Science, but a Practical 
i bY are of Holy Living, fo the ible was not given us 
ig meerly for a Theme of Speculation , but for a Rule 
of Life. Alas! what will it avail us that our Know- 
 hiflledge is right, if our Manners be crooked, and our 
f xfPractice be bad ? We ſhall wiſh another day we had 
ok ſtudied the Alcoran, rather than the Book of Life, 
- inflRead then the Holy Lives and Actions of God's 
Children, not as matters of Hiſtory only, but as Pat- 
terns of Imication, When thou readeſt of Nets 
BYuprightneſs, of Abrahams faithfulneſs, of Meles mecks 
ws, of David's devotion, of Fob's patience, of T:ſi11s 
5 F227! 5 labour to be inwardly indued with the like 
- SVertues, and to be outwardly Adorned with the 
pew lame Graces, Wo unto us if we read the Bible as 
;poHiſtorians only, to furniſh our ſelves with matter of 
ndiDiſcourſe, and not as Chriſtians, to Regulate our 
VhaftLives according to the Precepts and Examples con- 
Cifffained in it ; it will undoubtedly prove the ſaddeſt 
1 (Eliltory that ever we read in all our Lives. 

; Wi 


nf} 7: Let the Word thou Readeſt in the Morning 
” x much upon thy Thoughts all the Day after ; as 
'Y vou haſt opportunity, if alone, either walking or 
- Working, meditate upon what thou haft read; thy 
Kioughts may be butic, and yet thy Hands not 
& idie, thy Heart may be in Heaven, whit thy 
"bid and is at the Plough : how is ic potlib'e to profir by 
cif Word we read, if we never think of it after 
Fe have read ic? David tells us that he had 
Fore nnder/tandine than his Teachers, becauls the _ 
F 2 O 


1 
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l, 
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Fare may iwim: Let not the plainnets of the Seri]... 
offend fome; nor the obſc riry of the SCripllh.., 
ares & cifourihs others. Bur, Th 
[t you meet with any diftcu'tos in. ©crptur,.. 
V/Rich over-match you, Note tnein 00w;n, 1”, opound con: 
tem tO your Minitters, and cra'e their lielp, ga. 
order to the right Underſtanding of them ; you needÞx;... 
not doubt of an eafie Acceis, and an hearty Web took 
come upon this Errand to your Spiricual Guide$iÞ},,.; 
only be iwe that you come to Learn, ard not 0 
Cavilz to have your Judgments informed, and Fly to 
your Conſciences latistied ; not to have any itcl 0l iy 
Vain Curiolity gratitied. Our Biciled Saviour tho. 
willing to ſatistie hisDiiciples concerning hisDoctriins "Ou 
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Of Reating the Holy Scriptures Daily. 9g 


vet when they came to him with Nice and Curions 
Queſtions he choſe apr to Chaſtiſe chart Humour 
ax «— > %, —- ! C| Ti 1 f; 
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10. If by trec ont comnrer's with the Bicited Br 
tie you nave got the Scriptures at your Tongue:s- 
md, take heed thac you never furniſh our a Jett in 

rpture Attire, nor in a jocular hnmour make ey 
bohe a and irreverent Applications of Scr: PTUTE e Phraics 
Oh what an impious Liberty have 
ome Mea in tnis Age taken, to lay ticir Scenes of 
R1d:Coious Atirth in the Bible, ro Rally in the $1- 
cea Dialect, and to play the Butfoo 15 with the moit 
Y:10us 1 —_ in the W or 'd! they bring forth SCriP- 
wre indced in Diicourfe, but ic is as the Phil:/t:ns 
;nly tomake them (port, Thele 
Men ere long will fnd Ai'mighty God in Earneſt, tho' 
they be in Jeit, and tnat he that has Magaified his 
WORD above all things, will not abc it, chat any 
Man fhould make it Viiz and Conremprivble, 
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Crit ig It the 1 heme of [115 g1ady | Marth, and | rophans S 
Droilery. It is Repo >rtea of our Jul b. K Kdward 6t11 


That when in his Counci!-Chamber, a Paper that 
was call'd for, ha PPen d to lie out of reach. the Perlon 
concern d to produce it, took a bible that lay by, and 
tandinz upon it, he reacht down the Paper; the 
King obſerving w what was done. frowned upon tim, 
took the Bib) 0 into his Hands and wes it, la wing It Up 
ain : Of this Action of the King's lerme m ake this 
Application, how much it concerns all Men, not on- 
I © avitain tnemſcives from every Action that i005 
Alike a ——_ of the Holy Scriptures, bur alſo when 
they obſerve it in others, to diſcountenance the in- 
"Alolence, wy both by Wo: *q and Action give Icli- 
MOrLy 
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& Of Hearing the Wore Preached. 


mony of the Veneration they have for that Holy 
L:o0k which they ſee others detpiſe. 
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CHAP. A. 
Of Fearing the Word Preached. 


UR f'lefſed Saviour belvp Conſtitated and Ap. 
pointed by his Father to be the SUPreme Pro- 
phet and Teacher of his Church, when here on Earth, 
he diſcharged rhis Othce Perſonally, going himſelf 
into all Cities and Villages, Teaching and Preaching the 
Kmgdom of God, St 11a k 6. Now he is Aſcended 
into Heaven, he Teaches 1s Church Viniſterially, 
by his ] {[inifters and Amballadors, whom he has en- 
joyned in his Name, and by Authority derived from 
him, to Teach bis People to owſerve all things what- 
le Ver be has commanded Tem , St Matih. 20«. V; 20. 
At the ſame time laving his People under a itridt In- 
rundion and Obligation alſo, rv take heed that thy 
hear, Matth. 11.15. To take beed (Mark 4. 24) what 
they Lear, and to take hed how they brar, Luke 8 8. 18, 
Where obſerve, that as there is a Law injoyning Hear- 
ing, fothere 15alfo a Rule to Modify the Act of hear: 
Ing . And indeed, it we conlider the Majeſty and 
Authority of the Perſon ſpeaking to us in the Word, 
how dceply we are concerned in what we hear, the 
contrary Effects that the Word has upon its Hear ers, 
the Paucity and fewnels of thoſe whom the Word 
works Savingly upon, and the Shortneſs and Uncer- 
tainty of the time which we have to hear the Word 
1n, {ſuch Conſiderations cannot but excite our Care, 
and cauſe us to take heed how we Hear. 


Now that you may hear the Word Preach'd "ts 
rhe 


loly 
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the greate!t Profit, the following Dire&ions may be 
of uſe and Advantage to you. 

. Hear the Word of God Precpared!y : Conſider 
le loudly with thy ſelf whoſe Word itis that thou art 
going forth to Hear; the Word of the Great and Ho- 
ly God, by w ich. you muſt be Judged, 1 The. 2. 
12. Fix your End and Aim right in going forth to 
kear the Word, and that wil! have a ſpecial Ini! UCnCe 
upon your Hearing'; come not to the Good Word ot 
God with an evil frame of Heart : Either with Pride, 
Prejudice, or Patton : Butlay afide all Filthinefs, and 
Srperfiuity of Nanghtineſ:, that you may Receive with 

Ieekne!s the Ingrafted Wierd which is able to ſave your 
Souls Put eſpecially take the Throne of Grace in your 

way to hear the Word of Grace. The Word. works 
not as a Natura! Agent by any Inherent Quality of. 
its own, but as a Moral Inſt: ument in God's Hand : 
Now as itis God that fſers the Word on work, ſfoitis 
Prayer thit fers God on work. Say therefore with 


Daw? d, Lerd 4 epen thei mine Fres that I may ſee the Won 
el: rous things of 0, thy Lews 32; on » to. underiFand be way 
of thy Precents. A: nd if thou wantelt Words to E _xprets 
thy Deſires UPON ti 15S OCca: on, make ufc or ee f0! -t. 
going Prayer, mentioned 7 age FF, £6, Oc: 

2, Hear the Word Arteniins ly ; fix thy Mind up- 


on, and apply t ny Thoughts unto, wh at is Ipoken :; 
luffer not Vain Thoughts, or Drowiie Neztigence, to 
hindFtr your Attent! On: Por it thews a vile eftcem 
that we have of the Word of God, when we -p» 
place ordinarily to wandering Thovents , 3nd 4 
Drowlſie Eye in the hearing of it. *Tis faid of 1, /3a, 
Hicks T6. 14. That the Lerd opened her H eart th a [7 
ittended to the Word which was ſpoken of Pa : (3n- 
ſerve, Firit her Heart was opzned, then her E ar; 
from whence I gather, that the great reaton of Per- 
fons not attending co the Miniltry of the Wor, 
Is a detect in their Hearts ; where the Heart is open, 
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"A y eve 'K Vit! . l Mgt! dogs it a} Que 151 Men, (H 
wield air eat LATTE ac the hearing of 4. NN C\YSs 
Pook. 1 Wit \ielage irom God 15s dclivered 
9 them; even a ileliage ot- Tie or cath. | 
: 
ar the ord of God Reranitivels ; Labour to 
Remember and hoid faitwhatc thou hcareſt, To this 
kick L To .- « o eth. tl } Pp a” © { 15 OE gi / re 
ETC boned 70h Fa THI 6 hich are {t ken, þ: Wi al any 
tine wo (nonid tes them flip. Many complain of the 


weakneſs of their Memory , they cannot Remem: 
227 the Word as tney Cefire ; let ſuch take the fol- 
owins Advice, <; Lanour for a full and clear Un- 
:1ng of tie matter delivered : The clearer 
Appreiicniion wo have of Tratks in our Underſtand- 
ing, the firmer 1:prietiton wii they, make upon Our 
Memories : {grorance 15 one of the preateſt hinde- 
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1 0; orgt 19; Wird, Ve allo find it true by 
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common Ciwivatcn, that Paiage IN a SErmMon 15 
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4 Hear 58 Good Word of God Appiyingiy : 
make a narticuiar and cloſe & pPitcacion of the } hs 
TOY lea! oſt O > thy own Soul. Ir is obſervable, chat 
the Word of God is cowpatred in Scripture to fuch 

things 
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tings as do require a cloſe and immediate Appli- 
cation 3 as to Seed, which brings forth no Increaſe 
as it ties in the Chamber, but when caſt into the 
Furrows of tne Field; to Bread, which nouriſhes 
not When ſtanding upon the Table, but when Ap- 
ried to the Stom: ork to R, in, which Fructifies not 
when hanging #1 {tz Clou ds, 2: when drunk in by 
the thirſty Earth, '3 bis was the Reaſon why 
St. Peter's Sermon inct With Geh Succels : why to 
many Thouſand Souls were Converted by it. Every 
Hearer Applied what was fpoken to himſelf : _ 


{ard, Men and Brethren what (6: all we do. AR5 2 


v7, Application 1 is not only the Liie ot Preaching: 
Jt t of Hearing alſo. 


ticar the Word of God Beliewims!) * All 
$a 1 rt of *uccels which the Prcac #1 jiNg of };o Word 


ets with, proceeds from Unbelict ; Heb. 4. 2. 7ve 
UV a Feat be, 4 4; d Nut P oft, P07 be; ny  FH7XC G1 W! { aitth {73 
them that heard it. There is a 6h rela tion bc- 
wwixe Faith and the Word. No Faith without the 
LOW it comes by Hearing, and no profiting by tne 

Word without Faith ; "The Word hohieth boldly, 
and woi keth Miraculouſſy under Faich's Bannei EY 
iS the Power of God wnio Salvat 107, Dut 0&3 iy (OQ Cem 
that believe, Faith in the P recept caufetn Subjecti- 
on : Faith in the Threatnings cauſet! Humikatio: 1: 
Faith 12 the Promiles worke: h Contolation : Were 
te 1 hreatnings and Promiſes whichare daily Preach- 
ed, duly Believed, what a mighty influence would 
Wey have upon the Lives of Men | The Threatn! ngs 
would affright us from Sin, and the Promiſes alluie 
us to Duty. 

6. Hear the Word of God Meeky : Take heed of 
Anger and Paſlion either againſt the Meztiage or 
McKcngers of God; many Sinners arc Angry when 
the Word reproves them for their Sins, and 


Threatens tham fartheir Abomiaations, 2 Chron. 15. 
10. 
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$4 Of Flexring the Word Preached. 

Tok Ala W.s wroth with the Prophet, put him 1m Pri(n, 
and 175i a rage win him. If fuch Rage was found 
m a Good and Ho'y Man, »hoje Heart 2s perfert 
with the ford his God, what Fury and Indignation 
may we coICeive oit-t mes to boilin a Wicksd Van's 
ret, when his Sins are Diſcovered, Reptoved, 
::Temned and Fhreatn?d, by the Miniſtry of 


to recurve with mutkneſs the wngrafied Werds Ch. 1. 
21. Contide! 0! Smners! How unreaſonable and 
unjuſt thy Anger and Diſpleaſure is, when thy Sans 
are Reproved by the AMiniftry of the \\ ord; either 
thou mu'it be Anzry with te Mettenger, or with 
him that ſend, the Mctace; io be Angry with the 
Meilenger 1 unr?lonabl.. E157 Gol wil Reprove 
him, 1t he Neg'et to Reprove (2 5 thy Flood {hall 
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_—— te We » _ C 1 TY Wi «as ad 
bc tid of thy Faules 2 If you fv that this Preach- 


ng ot tne Ferrors and Threammings of the Law, 8 


wy 
! - \ 44 p i « 1 * 6 * Ta » oF: f 
the i2ady way © dive Yen io Deſpair : 1 Reply, 
”— * IM . . ys. k y © 'S Is 
Fhac *tis nor tlie Hearing bur he Rejecting of Re- 


proof thar iavys ei on 50 Leſpair : etcr received 
our Saviour's Rep 00! and Rene:ned, juias i ejected 
Chritt's Reproot, and thar drives him to Deſpair, 
&n nevrtto the Halter; he aunt and banged him{e:f, 
oft. Matth. 27. I. 

7. Above all, Hear the Word of God Pra#ficalh, 
When the Miniſter's Duty 1s done, the Hearers 
Work begins: He hcareth a Sermon belt, who pra- 
Qiſeth it moſt, This Pradtical hearing of the Word 
will Evidence thee to be an Underſtanding Hearer, 
P/al. 111. ult, 4 good Underſtanding have all they that 
av thy Commandments. It will Evidence thee to be 
a Retentiye Hearer, becauſe this practiting 1s the 


end of our Remembring ; it will Evidence thee 


a 
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2 Believing Hearer 3 who Pelieved Moſes his Wor 
concerning the Plague of Hail, but they that made 
their Cattle flee our of the Fic'd into their Houſes 2 
Who are they that Believe the Threatnings of the 
Word, but ſuch as upon the Denunciation of the 
Threatnings do fly from the wrath to come * Oh Chri- 
ſtan ! do not only hear and Admire, but hear and 
Amend ; obey from the Heart the Form of Doctrine 
delivercd to thee, and then thou art Flefſed in thy 
Deed. To excite thee hereunto, conlider, Firſt, 
That this Practical hearing of the \\ ord Glorifies 
the Word, and God inthe Word above all : to come 
to the Word without any Deſire or Detign to Clorifie 
God by it, is the heighth of Prophanenefs, to pre- 
tend and not to do it, is the depth of Rypocrifſie. 
The Apoſtle beges Prayer, 2 The. 3. 1. That the 
Word of the Lord may have a free courſe , and be Gle- 
rifed : When is God Glorited, but when his Word 
is Believed . Entercained, - Fractiſed and Oheycd ? 
Conſider alſo , That it thou art a Doucr of God's 
Will, he will be a Doer of thine ; he will make as 
much of thy Prayers, as thou doſt of liis Coni- 
mands; Fcuhn 9. 31. It any Man be a Frſhupper of 
God, and doth his WII, him he heareth. What a Prt- 
viledge is this, to have God's Far ſet to all we 
asK ! 

8, Be careful to take an Account of thy ſelf af- 
ter thou haſt heard the Word Preached. God 
has indued Man with a Noble Faculty of Selt-Re- 
lieftion, he has a Power of calling himſelf to att 
Account for the ſeveral Actions performed by him. 
Now when a Chriftian after hearing of the Word 
Preach'd, is- found in the Exerciſe of this Duty, Fre- 
quently and Faithfully interrogating his own teart, 
Ww/4t he has heard, and how he has heard, it is a good 
Evidence of his Sincerity ; both becauſe, Firlt, lt 
15 a ſecret Duty ; And Secondly, A ſearching De 
C: -74 | | "NF 
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This is not the Hypocrite's Walk, who detires not to 
{earch himſelf, nor that the Word ſhould fearch him, 
{2 is for taking all upon 'Iruft, and nothing upon 
Tryal. And having calle d thy teif to an account 
i: Secret, how thou "bafſt heard the Wo: din Publick, 
what Benetit thou received if, and what Afiiſtance 
thou enjoyed'it ; Call likewiſe thy Fandly (11 thou 


4 'd . _— D 4 > ++ IM \ a % hs ama / = 

$1451 a1\ unde; 0721 ( hars = C8, &'\ - LIES an Ac. 
/ La ny @ "= } . \ = 3 

Count what they hav: heard. and how they under- 


frand, endeavouring to iniorm their Jucgments a- 
righr as to the Nature of thoſe Divine Truths they 
have heard, and praying with them and for them, 
according < the Directions given betore , Chapter 8, 
E' , 
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Concerning the Lord's Supper, 


pe - Sacrament of the Lord's Supper being one 
of the mo'e Tremendous Myiteries of the Chri- 


\ CLI21IOUS res: Pp; he muſt be unthankful co Chriſt, 
<] Unuitk ts hinte! E 33. Ty 40c by) nor War! {vr attend 15 


c 1 


ont in folac: ed an Homage. Fre refor 2, thatl may 
Aftiſt you 11 a Fanhful \ Cparation for this Ordi- 
Nalco, and exciic YOu £0 THC IreQuUc: it Partic Patio i 
of it, I {hail bricfiy diſpatch the toilowing Severals. 


[ {hall acquaint you with the Nature of this Cr- 
C1nNance. 
2: Inform you of the Eds of ics Inſtiution. 
3. Lay betore you, the Obligations which are up- 
on you to frequent it, 
4. Anſwer the ſeveral Pleas made by many far the 


Pre ol it, 
5. What 
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HHHA4N IKC1,2105] , and the oy aap(oir Act and Exercile Oi 
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Of Receiving the Lord's Supper. $- 


. What Preparation is neceilarv to fit you for it. 
What Directions may be nicful to affiſt you in 
It. 
, How we ouzjiit to manage our Deportment and 
Be havicwih alter It. 


;. Concerning the Nature of this Ordinance. 
Know, that tie Lord's Supper it 6 a Spiritual Feaſt, 
appointed for a Solemn Remembrance of Chriſt's 
Death, and to be a Seal of that Covenant which God 
has made with us ith Chrilt : The Ute then of this Or- 
dinatice is two told. (1.) To be a Solemn Remem- 
brance of the Perſon and Paſlion of our Holy Lord, 
ro Excite us thankfully to call to Mind all that Chriſt 
hach done and ſuffered tor our good and in our ſtead ; 
in 0:derto the inflaming of our Anceions with Love 
unto his Peiion, and age \\ :!'s with Refointion to o- 
bey his Precepts. (2.) ?Tis a Scalot the New Cove- 
nant, or Covenant of Grace, which God bas made 
with us in Chriſt; in which Covenant he has atlu- 
red vs of Pardon of Sin, and Eternal Life, upon 
the Conditions of Faith and Repentance. Almighty 
God S$2ls to us 1: tne S4Craments, and allures us that 
he for his part wii! make good his ] Ontes : ; and we 
Sral on our part to him, that we will endeavour (by 
lis Grace enabling) © o perfor rm the Conditions. *'i hs 
isthe Genuine Nature of the | ord] S SUPP* T- 

2, Now as touchins the Ends ot tais Infticution, 
and the ſpecial Reaſons and Pu: P9s. {OF W RICH IT Was 
ordained by our Saviour, th. v arc {uct, 4 thele : £6 
The renewing of lat Solem: Covenant with (od, 
which we entred into at our Fay. nr; waen by the 
Picty of our Pa cents, we were Dedicatedto the Lord, 

and cook an Oath of Fidelity unto Chritt the Captain 
of our Salvation, to become his Faithful Soldiers and 


Servants unto our Lives end. Now becauſe our In- 
I{rIitigs arg many, and our Corenant-Breachs <tQ3 
frequent, 
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frequent, that we may not want a merciful oppor- 
tunicy to bewail our Backſl:dings, and to renew our 
Covenant, this Ordinance was appointed. (2.) Ano- 
ther end is to Rem2mbezr the Love of our dying Re- 
deemer, 1 /:ying down his Life for us: St. Luke 22, 19, 
This do in Remembrance of me, Jn Remembrance of 
my Bloody Suifzrings. in Remembrance of my Bit- 
ter Death and Paflion. (3.) Uo Seal up unto us 
the Pardon of our Sins and the Aſlurance of Ever- 
laſting Life : St Marth. 26. 28, This is my Blood of 
the New Teſtament, which is (hed for many for the Re 
miſſin of Sins. Chriſt affures us of Pardon on his 
part, if we perform the Conditions of Faith and Re. 
pentance on our part. {(4.) Another end of this Or- 
dinance is to fortife the Soul with Power to reſiſt 
Sit, and to get Victory over it, yea to mortthe and 
fubdius ic: That our Sou's being as Gyants retreiht 
with this Spiritutl Wine, allthe Enemies of our Sal- 
vation may fail before us, and we may be more than 
Conquerours over them. (F.) The laſt but not 
the lea't end of Chit in Appointing this Ordi- 
nance, was {or the Uniting all the Profeſlors of his 
H ly Religion together in the ſtriteſt Bond of Love 
and Charity, 1 Cr. 19. 17. We being many are one 


Brea1, an1one Roy, for we are all partakers of that one' 


Brea, That is, As many grains of Wheat united 
together in ons Mall. or Lump, do make one Loaf 
of Bread, ſo Chriſtians though many, by the Death 
of their Saviour, and by partaking of bis Supper, 
are Spiritually incorporated into one Myſtical Bo- 
dy, and jhould labour tobe of one Heart and of one 
Mind, 

3. Next let us conſider the Obligations which he 
upon Chriſtians to Attend upon Chriſt in this O1d1- 
nance ; now theſe are eſpecially two, namely, an 
Odligation of Duty, and of Intereſt. 

Firſt, Welis under an Obligation to frequent this 

Qrcdinance, 
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Ordinance, in Point of Duty and Obedience to our 
Saviour's Command, eſpecially if we confider what 
Kind of Command it is, namely the Command of a 
Sovereign, the Command of a Saviour, the Command 
of a dying Saviour : "Is a Command of Love, a 
gracious Command, Eat and Live. ?Tis a Pleaſant, 
Fatie, and Honourable Command ; what more plea- 
ſant than a Fealt 2 what more ealie than to come to a 
Feaſt ? what more Honourable than to Feaſt with a 
King, yea, with the KING of K:ngs? In a Word, 
75 ſuch a Command, the due Obſervation whereof, 
will kelp us to kecp the reſt of God's Command- 
nents better; it will be an eit:cacious means to make 
you always do well ; Finally, is a Plain, Poſitve, 
Expres Command, from which nothing can dif- 
charge us but a Countermand from Heaven, which 
we mult never expect, or an impoflibility of doing 
it for want of Opportunity, which we cannot vlead. 

Secondly, We lie under a Super-added Obligation 
to the practice of this Duty from a Tye of Intcreſt. 
For by a due approach to our Lord's Table , our 
Baptiſmal Vow is Renewed, our weak Faith ſtrength- 
ened, our languiſhing Love inflam'd, our defires ak 
ter Chriſt enlarged ; our ſorrow for Sin heigatned, 
freſh Power azainſt and Victory over Sin obtained, 
our. preſent Joy and Comforts mullupfed and our 
uture Hope, of Beaven a&anced. Oh bow une 
kind then are they to their Saviour. and -,1 cruel to 
their own Souls, who live ci] their LU .vs 11tre ne2- 
lect of this Engaging, Uuucing, Oaickning, Con- 
firming Ordinance o! the Lo! "> Supper ! whom 
a1 the melting Entreaties, and I'afltonate Importuni- 
ties of the Miniſters of Chriſt could never prevail up- 
Cn, tothe Pratice of this moſt Reaſonable and moſi 
dvantagious Duty. 

4. But let us hear the ſeveral Pleas and Pre- 
ences which ſo many Thouſands of Perſons, though 

- profeiing 
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protefling Chriſtianicy, do make for this notorious 
neglect of Tnelr dying Lord's Command. 

b es, or Fxcalſe > made by lome, is the cxtraors 
dinary Dread = Solemnity of the O dinance ; theſe 
put their Saviour off with a Complen nent, telling 
tim, mat the Priviledge 15to00 great, the Digniry too 
high, and the Ordinance too lol man Tor tem to ap= 
Proach L!1}TO, 

Anfrer : This ts a good Reaſon why you ſhould an- 
proach t] the Ordinance wich P eparation and Care, but 
noArzumen tac allw! 1y YOU ſhould turn Y Our backupon 
it: Acat a Ning fhou'd invite and command you to 
Pay 24/72Y4urce at Corr! Upon his Perton, and y 0. 1V cry 
gravely al him, that is too high an Honour for Fer- 
ſons of your Rank, you will therefore ont of Reve- 
rence to hi 5 Perſon violate is Precent, and at Once 
Atiront 1115 Authority and Contemn 1115 ; Ki ndnefs, 
Snow then, that tic Reverence whiz Ch1 « our Saviour 
expects to his Holy Infticutions, is a Re\ erence of O- 
bedience : that M: at ap a dac fenſe upon his Mind of 
the Solemnicy of the Sacrament, who is careful to 
roach it with all the humility and tenſe of Une 
worthineG whicn becomes Polluted Dtit and Aſhes ; 
hut fuch 42 5 12! "Iticious fort of Reverence as makes 
Men afraid oi doing their Luty, is diſkonouring to 
God and g& zULMICNtal to themie!ves. 

2, Plea. 1; thacot Unworthinels : We are unwor- 
ty to Come, and theretore 2/raid to come: For he that 
eateth uw Art Wy ents his own damnaticu ; therefore we 
wil be of t2 {at-!tids, and prevent coming Unwor- 

ty by ke CP" away, and not coming at all. 

Anhver (1.) There is a ewotold Worthineſs in re- 

rence to the Sacrament : A Worthinels of Merit, 
a 2 Wortiinel: of Meecneſs ; it by being worthy 
you mean the former, a Wo; hineſs of Merit, by 


& Uuch you delerve to be Entertained at Chriſt's 'L a- 


vie ; un that ſenile, nocoaly the Holieſt Saint on 


Carti, 
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Earth, but the higheſt Angel in Heaven, is unworthy 
f chis Priviledge : But then there is a Worthineſ of 


ſcetneſs, which imports ſuch a fitneſs and prepa- 
ration of Soul as the Goſpel requires and Chriſt will 
accept. A Beggar is not worthy of your Alms , 
et you would not account it REumility but Pride in 
im to refuſe your Alms (when Entreated to accept 
hem) upon prerence of being unworthy of them. 

he Truth is, an humble ſenie of our unworthine|s 
in God's Account our greateſt Worthineſs. 


(2.) Whereas thou pleaſeſt thy felf that thou art 
n the ſafeſt fide, by keeping away from the Ordi- 
ance, this is a manifeſt miſtake ; becauſe the Guilt 
nd Danger of unworthy Refuſing, is certainly a 
reat Or greater, than the Danger of unworthy Re- 
iving : For not to come ar all, 1s a bold Aﬀeront 
0 the Authority of Chriſt, a mighty Contempt of 
he Love of Chriſt ; *tis the caſting off the Proje(- 
on of Chriſtianity, *tis a Renouncing of the Com- 
1nion of Szints, and a quitting all claim and inte- 
ſt in the Covenant of Grace: Did they in the 
ofpel who made light of ChrifPs Invitation to the 
arriage Supper, elcape any betcer than he that came 
ithout the Y/edding Gor;zent ? Were they not both 
eftroyed, they for their Difobedience, and he for 
ls Diſreſpe e 

3. Plea, Is that of Untfitneſs and Unpreparednefs : 
{y Conſcience tells me, ſays the Sinner, that I am 
ntic to corae tothis Ordinance, and therefore I had 
ater ſtay away. 

Anſwer (1;) Whole fault is it that thou art un- 
t? it muſt be either Goa's fault or thy own : ca it 
hou, dart thou fay *tis God's fanlt, when he 1s 
ling both to Afiſt thee and Accepr thee, wher 
e ofters thee lis Afliſting Grace, bur thou art nor 
iling to Accept it ? byc what is it that makes ___ 
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unkte? 15 it not {ome Sin that You are not willing to 
part With? d-cs not Conſcience tell you that you 
live a bad Life, that there are ſome ſentual Luſts 
wh ch you indulze, and are not willing to part with ? 
£33 15 that which makes you unfit to come, and a- 
tr2id to cone. 

(2.) If you are unft for this Ordinance, you arg th 
nor fic to dye ; vou ?recend you muſt ſtay all the 
Days of yonr Lite, till you are prepared for the ma 
Sacrament, but wiil Dzath ſtay for you till you are fs 
prepared for that? When Death calls, appear you Þof 
muſt at God's Tribunal whether fit or not fr, now Em 
what is it that prepare: you for Death ? is it not the nc 
exerciſe of Repentance and a Holy Lite * this will BG: 
fir you for tie Sacrament, and without this you can ſor 
never be fit for Heaven nor hop? to come tnere. W 

(3.) Speak ſincerely, Did you ever go about to He 
make your {e't fit? Didft thou ever ſpend a Day in ſil 
ty Cloſet, in ſearching for, and finding out thy ; 
Sins, in Confefling and Yewailing of them, in refol- ye 
ving againſt them, in Praying earneſtly to God tor 
he Aid of his Grace to enable you to Mortifie and 
Subducthom ? Did you ever repair to your Minilfer, 
and detire his Aﬀtftance in fitting you for the Ordi- 
nance ? it not, which is certainly the very caſe of 
many, Good God ! what horrid Hypocritie 15 this, 
0 offer irasa Reaſonable excuſe, that thou art unfit, 
when thou did{t never in thy whole Life once at- 
£mpt or endeavour to make thy felt fit ! Unfit thou 
art not only for the Sacrament, but for every holy 
Duty alſo; unfic to Pray, untit to Hear, and untit, 
thou wilt be for ever, without thy own Endeavours 
to make thy ſelf fit: For Almighty God never] 
wrought a Miracle to maintain Sloth. If thou fſfayelſt 
thou canit do nathing without God ; I Reply, That 
God will do nothing without thee; uſe a Faithful 
Endeavour to prepare thy {elf and thy God will boy 
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alliſt thee and accept thee alſo ; but ir is great folly to 
think of excuſing one Fault with another. 


4+ Plea, Alas! fay ſome, We are poor ignorant 
Creatures, we were never Book-learnt, and there- 
fore want the Knowledge which is requiſite in a Wor- 
thy Communicant. 


Anſwer (1.) If thou art wholly and grofly Tgno- 
rant in the Fundamentals of Religion, thy Ignorance 
s dangerous and damnable, fuch as will thut thee out 
of Heaven, as well as debar thee from the Sacra- 
ment ; but why doſt thou reſt contented with thy Ig- 
norance 2 Why do you not repair to your Spiritual 
Guides for private Inſtruction 5 who would thank you 
for ſuch an Opportunity oi being Serviceable to you ? 
Will you chooſe rather to carry your Ignorance to 
Hell with you, than make it known to ſuch as are 
riling to Relieve you againft ic? 


But (2/).) It may be thou art not ſo Ignorant as 
thou thinkeſt thy felt 5 Peradventure thou are mt- 
taken in the Meaſures and Degrees of Knowledge 
rhich are Requiſite in a worthy Communicant z it 
thou haſt a Competent Knowledge of the Author, 
the Ule, and End of this Ordinance, it is futhcient, 
ho? thou art not able to diſpute Controverſial Points 
relating to it : If thou underſtandeſt the Author ot 
the Ordinance to be Jeſus Chriſt z; the End of the 
Ordinance, to be a Repreſentation and Comme- 
moration of his Death 3 that the breaking of 218 
Bread repreſents the breaking of his Body upon the Croſs 3 
and the pouring out of the Wine, the Shedding of E:s 
Blood for thy Redemption : If thoy underſtandeſt the 


IUſe of this Ordinance to be, for the Renewing of 


iny Covenant with God which thou Entered't in- 
0 at thy Baptiſm, to Remember the Love of tny 
Uying Saviour, to Seal up unto thy Soul Pardon 
ff Sin, and to Engage thee daily to dye more and 
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niore unto Sin: To Unie Chriſtians together in the 
friteit Bonds of Loveoand Charity : if thou knoweſt 
all this, and endeavourett to Ad ſuitably thereunta, 
I dare aſſure thee, thou haſt the Knowledge of a 
Wority Communicant. And if thou comeſt to the 


- 


acrament wich a deſire to grow more and more in 

by Kknowicde2 ard Onedience, Almighty God will Fj 
4 2 Gi, bs I 
\. Tits 

hard Heart, 1 cannot mourn for Sin ſo much as If n 

would, and weep over it {ov often as I ought, andf j| 

what jhould a Perion under the power of an hard] (| 

Heart do at this Ordinance 7 v 
Anſwer, If thou haſt ſuch a degree of Sorrow as} ,, 


puts thee upon Toathing and leaving oit thy Sins ff a 
to thou can{t not mourn for Sin fo much as other: 

CO, tid as thou wouldeſt do, yet thou mayſt beaf 
true Penitent. Know, that anorhers degree of Sor-ſf e 
row 15 not the Standard to meaſure thine by 3 all arch] by 
19t Sinpers alike, ard for that Reaſon the Sorrow off 9 
all Perſons will ror be alike; fome Mens Sins havell 
been Infamous and Notorious, their Lives tainted 2. 
with hainous Crimes; now their Sins looking ghalt-N R 


ly upon their Confciences, no wonder it chey af ex 


bour under ſuch Agonies of Mind, fach Horrors and} }; 


Terrors of Conſcience, and meet with fuch meltingÞ ys 
SOTrOWS a5 others are Stranzers to and un2cquainte! 

with. Put perhaps God has Eicit thee with a. Pow] (x 
Education and his Reſtraining Grace has kept the] c; 
from thoſe prefumptuous Acts ot Sin which other] & 
have been guilty of, and conſequentiy thou art a Stran $j 
ger to their Violent Exprefitons of Grief and Sor-ſ px 
row 3 yer at the ſame time thou haſt ſuch a convin-ſ pe 
Cing Sight of Sin as cauſes thee tohate it, to forſake itÞ ar 
and to loath thy ſelf by reafon of it: And tho) thoil g 
doft not mourn ſo much as thou wouldſt, yet thou be 
mourneſt that thou canſt mourn no more, Know foi th 


thy 
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thy Comfort, that thou art not under the Power of 


an hard Heart : Thoudoſt not wholly wan: che Grace 
of Repentance, but oughteſt to come co this Orgi- 
nance for the encreaſing of thy God!y” Sorrow for 
Sin, believing and expecting that the ſigh: of a Bro- 
ken Bleeding Saviour will tend to the turcther break- 
ing of thy Leart, and encreaſing thy Godly Sor- 
row tor S1n. 

6. Pretended Exculc for not coming to thy Sacra» 
ment, 1s the danger of Relapling : I tear, lay ſome, 
if I come, and afterwards fall into any known $in, 
that Almighty God will never pardon ir, but my Sin 
will be like the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 2b:ich ſha/l 
rever be forgiven, therefore we judge it faiclt ro ftay 
away. 

Anſwer : It muſt be acknowledged, that to Sin 
wiltally and deliberately, atter we have been at this 
engaging Ordinance, 1s a great Aggravation of Sin, 
but not fuch as to render it unpardonable, but alter 
our Fall we may be Recovered by Repentance ; Be- 
cauſe we have an Advocate with the Father ,, 1 Joon 2. 
2, Doubtieſs the Primitive Chriſtians, who probably 
Received the Lord's Supper every Day , certainty 
every Lord's Day, did occaiionally iall into many vo- 
luntary and deliberate Acts of Sin, but far 1 ir £, 0M 
us to think that their Sins were unpardonao's. 

(213.) Know, that Almighty God, tho he requires 
(ater you have beetr-at his Holy Table) your utmoſr 
care to avoid Sin, and to ſhip Femrtations, yer hs 
doth not expe that you ſhould live wholly iree £ om 
din whilſt you continue in this morral Stare z he cx= 
peds a Holy Life after the Sacrament, but not an An- 
gelical Life; the Liie of a Saint, bir not the Life of 
an Angel ; a Lifeof purity, not a Lit: of perfeRi- 
on; he expects wethould be tincere,not tat we ihould 
be ſileſs : Could Men live wholly free from Sin airer 
they have been at the Sacrament, then they need* 
3 ng* 
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not Receive it more than once in their whole Lives, 
but the Sacrament being an appointed Means to en- 
able us inore and more againſt Sin, andto get Vidtory 
over it, our Duty is, to have frequent recourſe to it, 
notwithſtanding our Relapſes into Sin, after we have 
humbly implored Pardon for them. 
>. Plea, is this: I dare not come becauſe I. La- 
bour under fo many Fears and Doubts as to my own 
ſincerity ; had I an aſſurance of my ſtate of Grace, I 
might venture to come, but I have heard, no Man 
ought to come to this Ordinance that wants Afſu- 
Tance. | 
An{rer: There are Two ſorts of Doubtings; ſome 
that proczed from want of Faith, others which pro- 
ceed from weakneſs of Faith. As to the former, 
ſome Men there are whoſe Coniciences tell them, 
that they are either open Sinners, or cloſe Hypo- 
crites: theſe Men have grcat reaſon to doubt of their 
Condition, for it is certainly very bad, and very dan- 
gerous, not one Moment longer to be Reſted in. 
Bur then there are Doubtings which ariſe from weak- 
neſs of Faith, St. 1Zatih. 14. 31. Oh thou of Iutle 
Faith, wherefore didj# thou douvt ? Now the Ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper 1s the proper Remedy for the 
Reliet and Cure of theſe doubrings; and the longer 
we keep trom this Ordinance, the ſtronger will cur 
Fears grow, and the more wilt our Doubts encreaſe ; 
andwhereas thou haſt heard that none ſhould approach 
that want a {ull Aflurance of their Grace ; this is a 
great miltake, for the Sacrament being a Sealing Or- 
dinance, is the great Means of procuring a full Afſſu- 
rance of Faithz which it a Man has already, there 
15s noneed of going to the Sacrament for it. No Man 
will go to th? I-/urmg Office to ſecure an Eſtate which 
he has in his own Polleffion, and Apprehands to be 
out of the reach of Danger. 


8. Excuſc 
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8. Excuſe is this: Ifeenot (ſay ſome) much good 
rotten by this Ordinance, many that come to the 
Sacrament, lead as bad Lives as thoſe that never 
come ; and if it does them no good, we are ſure | 
does them hurt, and they had berter never come there. 

Anbrer, (1.) Allowing what thou fſayeſt to be a 
ſad Trach, why ſhouldi thon draw ſuch-a wicked 
Concluſion from it ? becauſe ſome Men are choake 
with their Meat thro” ther ownaNegligence, witthou 
therefore refolve never to Eat more *7 Some Men Eat 
and Drink Unworthily, and Ciſhonour their Saviour ; 
is this a ſufficient Reaſon why thou ſhouldit difobey 
him 2 Surely thon art to walk by Rule, not by Exam- 
ple ; and oughteſt rather to Eye thy Saviour”'s Com- 
mn than thy Neighbours micarriage. 

But (2/9.) How knoweſt thou that fuch whom 
thou halt ſeen fall after the Sacrament, have nor riſen: 
again by Repentance ? I am ſure we have great Rea- 
{on to Believe, that Conſcience is more quick in Re- 
proving ſuch Per {ons, than thoſe that never Receive ; 
for the Remembrance of the Ordinance cannor buft 
{trike a Mans Mind at one time or other : There is 
nore hope of a Man that comes to this Ordinance and 
docs not live ſo well atter it as he ſhould, than of fuch 
2 Man who profanely keeps from it, and caſts of all 

regard to God and Religion; for he certainly Damns 
h :mſetf, to avoid the Danger of Damnation : Fe that 
eats and drinks unworthily, indangers his own Sou! ;, but 
he that to avoid this Danger will not ear nor drink at 
all, doth he not run into a greater Danger ? 

9. Plea, or Pretence is this : I would not have neg- 
lected this Ordinance fo long as I have done, (lay 
ſome) but that I was not in Charity with my Neigh- 
bour, as I confeſs I oughtto be 3 he wronged and Abu- 
{ed me,and1 being at odds with him,lI durſt not come. 

Anſwer : If thy Neighbour has wronged thee, wilt 


thou wrong thy own Soul : 2 becauſe he has hurt the?, 
G 4 wilt * 
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wilt thon hurt hy ſe!f 2 The injury done to thee 1s 
his Sin 3 but thy being in Malice 1s thine own Sin, 
aud thou muit account for it. 

But /21;.) Inquire whzther thine Anger againſt thy 
Neighbour be juſt or unjuſt ; it thy Neighbour has 
done thee Wrong, and perſiſts 1n 1t without Repen- 
tance, thy Anger is juit, it kept within due Bounds, 
that it doth not Tranſport you to Defires of Re- 
yenzee ; and dilpleaſed you may be with your Neigh- 
bour for a real injury, and yet not be indiſpoſed for 
the Sacrament. But if upon Examination you find 
vour Anger was unjuſt, then you ought without de- 
Jay to Repent oi it, and upon your Repentance to 
ha{ten tothe Loris Suppir, where you will meet with 
in:hcient Arguments for the cooling of the Heats of 
your Pattion, and tor Allaying the Boilings of your 
Rage, beholding there ſuch an Iiluſtrious Inſtance of 
Loving Tinemues and Frowmg Inqeries as the World 
was never Acquainted with : So then if thou hateſt 
thy Brother in thy Heart, and Refolveſt to perſiſt in 
that hatred, thou mayeſt tremble ro come to the Sa- 
crament, and thou oughteſt to tremble alſo every 
time thou ſayeſt the Lord's Prayer 5 for therein thou 
dolt diredtly pray againſt thy felt. Labour then for 
a icadineſs ot Mind to forgive thy Neighbour, and 
a wiling Deſire to live quietly and peaceably with 
him, and thou maycſt as fafely come to the Sacia- 
rent as thou mayelt ſ:y thy Prayers. 

10. "The next Excuſe which ſome make, 1s a mul- 
titudeand multiplicity of worldly Buſineſs: We are 
{o incumbred with the Worid (fay they) that we can- 
Not find time to tit our felves as we ought for ſuch a 
Solemnity. 

Anſwer, (1.) Can you find no time to Serve and 
Glorifie that God who gives you all your time? Or 
can you find timetor every thing bur your Soul? 

(2.) Your Eulinels is cither necgilary Buſineſs, or 
needleſs 
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needleſs Buſineſs : If needleſs, why do you not 
throw it off ? for ſuch Buſineſs is your Sin : if it be 
neceſſary Buſineſs, that of your Place and Calling, 
this ought not to hinder you, for ſuch Buſineſs is God's 
Service. Thou art ſerving thy God when indyſtri- 
ouſly following thy Vocation, L 

(3) The more neceilary worldly Buſineſs thon haſt 
upon thy Hand, the greater Reafon thou haſt to fre- 
quent this Ordinance : No Man has more need of the 
Sacrament, than the Man of Buſineſs, becauſe no 
Mans Soul is more in Danger of being loſt in a croud 
of Worldly Buſineſs ; for having fo .much of the 
World upon thy Hand, there is juſt cauſe to fear leſt 
the World get into the Throne of thy Heart, and that 
thy Riches become thy Ruine. In ſhort, that Man 
that plead: Buſineſs tor Negle&ting the Sacrament,doth 
plainly tell Almighty God, that he is not to be ſerved 
but when the World will give leave. 

I1. The next Scruple made by ſome for not com- 
ing to the Lord's Table, is the Unworthineſs of o0- 
thers : they areafraid ſome wicked Men thruſt them- 
{:lves forward, and therefore they keep back. 

Anſwer, (1.) True Humility will Teach a Man to 
ſuſpe& the worſt of himſclf, and to hope the beſt of 
others; but ſuppoſe it be as thou ſuſpe&eſt, can ano- 
ther Man's Sin deprive thee of the Benefit and Comfore 
of the Ordinance ? That when by the Grace of God 
and thy own Endeavours thou arr fit, it ſhould be in 
the power of a Wicked Man to make thee unfit ? 

Ghje&t. But fay ſome, The Preſence of a wicked man 
pollutes the Ordinance. | 

Anſwer. Tf fo : He Pollutes it to himſelf only, be 
cannot pollute it to thee who art no ways Acceſlary 
to his Sin. 

But (21y.) How art thou ſure that the Perſon thon 
luſpeteſt for Wicked, is really ſuch ? has he been bad 


formerly, yet what Aſſurance haſt thou , that = 
125 
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has not ſincerely Repented, and is now come to the 
Sacrament with an honeſt defire to get power a2ainfſt 
his Sins, which formerly got Power over him ? by tis 
coming he makes a Profefhon to do ſo ; and how 
kno'g:\t thou that he 15 not ſincere in what he profef: 
ſes ? Oh but fay you! The Man will certainly re- 
turn again to his former Wickednels : Next Week 
he®lt be Drunk again, and Swear again.. This is more 
than thou or any Man can tell ; for tho? heretotore his 
Temprations were too many, and his Luſts too 
{ſtrong for him. and carried him away againſt his 
Endeavours and Refoiutions 5; but how knoweſt thou 
wit ftrength or Grace the Lord may Communicate 
to him by this Ofdinance? Charity thould teach you 
to hope the beſt, and inſtead of Cenfſuring your 
Neighbours, put you upon pitying their Weaknels, 
and upon praying for them allo, that the Lord will 
Keep them from tuiure backfhidings. 

12. And lait Plea apainſt Communicating 1s this : 
Say forme, We do not like your way of Adminiſtring 
the Ordinance : We are for Chriit's Ordinances in 
Chriit's Order, but we neither like the Garment 
which you wear, nor the Formof Prayer which you 
ule, nor the Geſture of Knceling you preſcribe, 
and therefore we cannot joyn with you. 

Anſwer : ( 4.) As TO Your baving C hrift's Ordinan- 
cesin Chritt's Order, you have the Sacrament ſo with 
US, 4s to the Subltance of the Ordinance and all the 
Eifential Requilites of it : Bur our Saviour never in- 
tended that you ſhould obſerve all che Circumſtances 
rating to that Ordinance which he obſerved : As 
for In{tance, he Celebrated the Sypper in a borrowed 
Chamber, in an Upper Room, in the Evening, only to 
Twelve Perſons, and thoſe Twelve Men , yea 
Twelve Miniſters, and in a Coat without a Seam : To 
keep thus {tritly to Chriſt's Order, in the uſe of this 
Ordinance, I ailure you is ſo far from being a Duty, 
that it will be your din, Þuc 
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But (2/y.) As to the Garment worn by us in the 
Adminiſtration, why ſhould a matter of ſuch indif- 
rency diſcompoſe thy Thoughts at ſuch a Solemn 
time? Took you to your ſelf, that you come Cloath- 
ed with the Weddings Garment of Repentance, Taith, 
Love, and Foy ; and if there be any Evil in Coſours, 
in a White Garment more than a Black one, he that 
wears it, or the Authority rhar injoyns it, jhall An- 
[wer for that and not you. 

(3(y.) As to our uting a Form of Prayer in the Ad- 
miniſtration, know, that all the Reformed Church- 
es throughout the World have done the like ; the 
Church of Geneva not excepted ; for the Spirituality 
of Prayer doth not confiſt in an extemporary fluency 
of Words, but in the Intenticn of the Mind, and 
Devotion of the Soul; if we pray in Faith, with 
Humility, with Holy Fervency, with humble Reſig- 
nation, we certainly pray by the Spirit, tho' with a 
Forma of Words before us; and on the other Hand, it 
we pray without the forementioned Dyſpoittions, our 
Prayers are formal and unacceptable, tho* we pray 
without a Form, Laftly, As to what is ſcrupled a- 
bout Kneeling. (1.) It doth not clearly appear what. 
Geſture our Saviour uſed, when he celebrated this 
Ordinance; the <cripture.is very ſilent about it : from 
whence I infer, that had it been our Saviour's Mind 
we ſhould follow his Example in this Circumſtance, 
we ſhould not have been left in the dark concerning 
it, (2.) Suppoſe it were Sitting, this being but 2 
Circumſtance of the Action, we are no more obliged 
to follow it than the other Circumſtances of Time, 
Place, Habit, &c. (3.) Let it be conſidered, how 
far the Church of England has proteſted againſt all A- 
doration of the Elements ; ſo that they who ſuſpect 
us Kneeling to the Bread and Wine, do ſhew them- 
lelve; to be either groſly ignorant, or greatly malict- 
0:13 3 bug becaule this is the higheſt Ordinance we - 
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eend upon Chriſt in, and we receive the greateſt Be- 
nefits by the Ordinance we are capable of on this 
ſide Glory, even a Pardon Scaled from the King of 
Heaven, (which we would not reczive in any other 
poſture than upon our Knees from an Earthiy Prince) 
and for as much as the Sacrament 1s delivered to us 
with Peayer, we judse it the molt {ſuitable Geſture 
lor {uch a Solemn Ordinance ; and both in Obedi- 
ence to Authority, and alſo from an A& of choice, 
we uſe this Geſture, as a Token of profound Reve- 
rence © our molt endearing Redecmer. 

Thete are all the moſt conſiderable Pleas and Pre- 
tence; which T have met with from Perſons for the 
n-gled of this Duty : if what has been here ſaid tend 
tothe fatisfaRtion of any, and they are willing to Ad- 
arcis themſelves to the Practice of this long neglet- 
ed Duty, I thall nexc Inform them what Preparati- 
on 15 neceifary to ft them tor it. 

5. And here know in General, that the beſt Prepa- 
ration for the Sacrament, is a Holy Lite, a daily 
walking before God in the Holy Path of his Com- 
mandinents, in a uniform Compliance with the Du- 
tizs both of our General and Particular Callings, ex- 
ercifing your ſelves daily in keeping a Conlcence 
void of offence both towards God and towards all 
Men. In ſhort, the habitual devoredneſsoi the Soul 
© God, accompanied with a ſteady Reſolution to 
continue ſtedfaſt in our Obedience to him all our 
Bays, is fuch a Divine Temper as gives us an un- 
doubted Right to the Ordinance, and is the beſt Qua: 
fication for it. Buc more particularly you are to 
underſtand, that beſides our habitual Preparation by 
Rep2ntance and the conſtant Endeavours of a Ho- 

ly Lite, we ought to ſet ſome Time apart for Actual 
Preparation, tho' how much every Perſon ought 
29 allot of his Time for that Work, cannot pre- 
ciſcly be determined ; ſome hays more cauſe "ye it 
ena 
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than others, having long neglected themſelves and 
their Duty : Others have more Leiture and Freedom 
for it. No Man ovght to come to the Sacrament 
without due Care and Preparation ; but God doth 
not expect ſo much time ſhould be {ct apart for So- 
lemn Preparation by a Poor Servant, as he does from 
a Rich Maſter. 


Now 2a Chriſtian's a&ual Preparation for this Or- 
dinance, TI take to contilt in the Practice of theſe 
five following Dnties : Ex-mination, Humiliation, 
Refolurion, Meditation, Prayer and Suppſlicarion. 

1, Examine thy ſelf according to St. Paul's Ad- 
vice, 1 Cor. 11. 28. For we ſtand too near our felves 
to fee our failings without great Obſervation z take 
therefore the Candle of the Word into thy Hand to 
ſearch thy Heart, and examine thy Lite by ; Parti- 
calarly examine, (1.! What Good there 1: an thee, 
what Knowledge todiſcern the Lord's Pody, and to 
underſtand the Mature, Uſe, and End of the Lord $ 
Supper. What Faith to app!y the Merits of his Death 
to thy own Soul 2 Whar t ove to thy Saviour's Per- 
fon, Precepts, Promiles, People ; to every one that 
has the Image of Chriſt vpon him? What Kepen- 
tance and Godly Sorrow doſt thou find in thy Soul tor 
vin 2 What Carecvery Day to mortifie it and to die 
daily more and more unto it ? (2) Examine wnat 
Evilisin Thee, and.has been done by Thee ? freand 
be fenfible oi the ſinfulneſs of thy Nature, of the 
Sins of thy Heart and Lite z of thy Omilſfions of 
Good, and Commiſlions of Evil , of thy Sins a- 
gainſt God and thy Neighbour, in Heart, Word, or 
Deed ; -and tho? it be impoflible upon thy utmolt 
earch to find out all, it will be a good Evidence of thy 
vInCerity that thou art not willing to hide any. 

2, Having by Examination found out thy Sins, 
fall down upon thy Knees in Confeflion and _ 

_— | 1at10n 


| 
| 


- 


DC —_— 


= A ” : MH 
-_ w - | 9 - » v T : 
> ax 4 > 48 Nis, , / - {4 T's - XS<: = p 8 : 4 bd 
- wry =) J # - m__ "2 wa, _— Fx A IN P4 = Y 4 ſ = l : 
EY" ELt hog TEE CET” Eo 3 hs eo 2 VE 
: | ., - £ . : 4 . 4 
— L g 4 " — «i , 2 l ET © =_ - 
x v A " —m , = + $ % 7.4 S; oo . _ _ k TEL * 


Oo ” 4 
FEM 'q 


- * - 
Pa, c 
«v + : "& - 


Ld - 


+ 


> *& 


—- _ Ws 
—_— ST - 
- rh 


"þ 


i504 Of Recerving the Lord s Supper. 


liation before God ; bewalling thy manifold Sins and 
Wickedneſs, which thou from time to time haſt moſt 
gricvouſly committed, by Thought, Word , and 
Deed, againſt his Divine Majeſty. Labour earneſtly 
to Repent, and to be unfeignedly Sorry for theſe thy 
miſdoings ; beg ot God that the remembrance of Sin 
may be bitter to thy Soul, and the burthen of it be 
intollerable z plead with him to forgive Thee all that 
1; paſt, and to give thee his Grace, that thou mayeſ} 
ever hereafter ſerve and pleaſe him in newnels of Life, 
to the Honour and Glory of his Holy Name. This 
done, before thou arifelt from thy Knees, 

3- Renew thy Reſolutions for a Holy Life : Vow 
to be more watchful, more careful and circumſpe& 


* for the time to come ; ſay with Holy David, Pfal. 


I19. Ic6. I have ſworn and will perform, that T will 
keep th } Righteous Fudoments. And be ſure when you 
refoive againſt your Sins, that you reſolve againſt 
al Temptations which lead to Sin; he that refolves 
againſt Drunkennels and Swearing, muſt refolve to a- 
void wicked Company, which draw him to that ex- 
ceſs, and to pais by the Door where he is wont to bc 
drawnin: And take heed of making any Reiolutions 
im your own *trength, but earneſtly implore the 
Grace and Alliſtance of Almighty God : Ohhe ſenſi- 
ble that your. own Strength is ſmall, your Enemy 
ſtrong, your Temptations many, your Danger great z 
if ever you dere to bring your Reſolutions for a bet- 
:er Lileto Perte&tion, look up to Heaven for Auxi- 
fiary Aid from thence, engage God's Strength, which 
will enable thee to do all things, ſo ſaith the Apolſtie, 
Phil. 4. I}. [ can do all things, GC. 

4. Apply thy ſelf next to the Duty -of Meditation, 
particularly Meditate on the Sufferings of thy Savi- 
our : and to help and quicken thy Meditations upon 
them, let me adviſe thee conſtantly to read over the 
Hiſtory of thz2m before a Sacrament, as you on 

them 
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them Recorded in the two Jailt Chapters (bat one) 
ot allthe Evangeliſts: Meditate on his wonderful a- 
baſement in his Incarnation, that the Creator of the 
World thould become a Creature. Meditate on the 
Meannefs and Poverty of his Lite, and that will 
work in thee true Contentment of Mind in thy Poor 
and Low Condition ; but above all, Meditate on his 
unparalie:d Sufterings at his Death, his Patience un- 
der them, and his Readineſs ro Pardon, and Pray for 
his Enemies and Murtherers that were the occaſion of 
them. This wul at once inkindle thy hatred againſt 
Sin, inflame thy Love to Chriſt, and intpire thee 
with a Spirit of Mecknets towards thy greateſt Enc- 
mies, in Imitation of thy dear Saviour, who offer- 
ed up his Blood co God on the behalf of them that 
ſhed it. 

5. Set more than ordinary Time apa:t hefore the 
Sgacrament for Secret Prayer, earneſtly pleading with 
God to make the Sacrament Etfectual, tor the mor- 
ttying of thy Sins, for the ſtrengthning of thy 
Grace, for the quickning of thy Deiwes, for the con- 
firming of thy Reſolutions 3 to make a Soul nouritls- 
ing Meal unto thee, and that thou mayeit Expert- 
ence the Strengthnaing , Comforting, Quickning, 
Afiſting, and Accepting Preſence of Chritt in and 
acthe Ordinance ; and that ſo thou may'ſt be able to 
ſandifie the Name of Chriſt, in the higheſt Act of 
Homage and Adoration to him, ſuitable Feritions for 
ich an occaſion you have many in that excellent 
Book called The Whole Duty of Man ; and in Biſhop 
Patrick's Chriſtian Sacrifice, With many more ; in want 
of which, it thou canſt not of thy ſelf expreſs thy 
DG Oy make uſe of the following Form of 
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A Prayer before the Sacrament. 


© br Eternal and Ewver-Glorious God ! IWho dwelleſt in 
the "bighef Heavens, yet in the humbleſ# and low- 
eft Hearts: In a great ſight of thy Infrure Majeſty, and 
enable Excallincns, as alſo in a deep ſenſe of my 
own vileneſs and unworthineſs, T1 come unto thee, Re- 
ſeeching thee, for the Paſſion of thy dear Son, to Ac- 
cept of me a peer Prodigal, now returning to thee, and 
Proftrating my ſelf at thy Door, who am by Nature a 
Child of Trrath, y Prattice a Child of Diſobedience, and 
therefore liable and obnoxious to t Die Everlaſting Wrath : 
But thou of thine infinite Gooaneſs baſt promiled me thy 
Favour and Frernny in Chriſt, if at the Call and Invi- 
tation cf thy Gr -/pet, I will accept the Merit of his Death, 
and ſubmit to the Authority of his Laws, and Pro- 
c aim and Profecute an oper and irreconcilable War a- 
gain/t all known Sins, the Enemies of thy Glory and 
7he D; Furbers of my Peace. Oh Lord, I heartily lament 
F/ e177 , and from the bottom of my Soul, I renounce them 
all, whether in thought, word or deed committed againſt 
thy Divine Majcj!y , faithfully Covenanting with thee 
for the time to come, not to allow my ſelf m any known 
Sm ; but to uſe all tho e _ which I find p relcrived 
by thee in thy Word, for niy Spiriteal Advanioge and 
for the Death and Deftruttion of all my Corruptious. Oh 
thou God and Father of Heawen , whoſe Thoughts of 
Mercy towards me have been from Everlaſting, 1 
Deaicate my ſelf, Soul, Body and Spirit, to thy Ser- 
wvice ard Glory, as a [nal Return of Duty and Thank- 
fulneſs for thy matchleſ Love, promiſing to (erwe thee 54 
Rigntcorſneſs and irue Holineſs all the Days of way 
Life. Oh thou Boyes Felus' the Precious Lamb 
«+ God , whoſe Sou! was made an Offering fer 
Sin , and who haſt declar'd thy readineſs to _— 
ant 
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and embrace Repenting and Returning Sinners : Recein' 
me Gracioufly who am weary and beavy laden with the 
Purthen of my Sins, and humbly deſire by Faith to Ap- 
roach unto thee I own my ſelf unworthy togather up the 
Crumbs that fail from thy well-ſpread Table, much more 
unworthy to be entertained at it ; but ſeerg ſuch is thy 
condeſcending Grace and Love, to irwvite me to the parti- 
cipation of « thy ſelf , I do here with all humility Accept 
thee for my 'Lord and Saviour, for my King, Prieſt and 
Prophet : Oh permit me to come to thy Holy Table to Rati- 


fe this Engagement ! And oh thou Holy and Good Spirit, 


the Sanrfier and Comforter of thy Church and Children, 
enable me to reſign up my ſelf imtirely to rhe Guidance and 
Dominion of thy Grace, that I may evermore hereafter 
walk in the Spirit, and not fulfil the Lufts of the Fieſh. 
find now that 1 am going to the Hoty Table in obedience tv 
my Lord"s Command, to Commemorate his Dy:ng Love, 
vouchſafe thy Gracious Preſence with me, and render thy 
lf powerfully preſent to my Mind and Thoughts: Oh help 
me rhat I may attend my Lord without Diſfraftion ! Ena- 
bie me togive up my ſelf an holy and acceptable Sacrifice 
to my Redeemer, who has given himſeli a Meritorious 
dacrifice for my Redemption. O5 help me to follow mg 
Ho!y Lord's Example, in all the ſteps of an Imitable Vertue : 
Let me Admire and Imitate his Condeſcending Humility, 
ts Fervent Charity, his Patience under Suffering: his 
readineſs to Forgive Injuries 3 and let the ſame MMmd ever 
te in me which was alſo in Chriſt Feſus 3; that having beers 
6 Welcome Gueſt at thy Table here on Earth, I may here- 
iter be Adjudged worthy to be called to the Supper of the 
lamb, and may Feaſt with my Bleſſed Redeemer in bis 
Everlaſting Kingdom. All which I ask in the Mediation 


ef Teſus Chrift, ſaying : 
Our Father, &c. 
H HA 


L on on PCcerVIKg the Lords Ou per. 
An Hymn before the Sacrament. 


i His Day the L ord of Hoſts In ite b 
J Unto 4 Coitty FE caſt. (c 
I will take care, and will prepar2 

To be a We&! 'Come ( Gueſt. 

But who and whot am I, oh Lord 
Unholy and Unit 

Tio come within thy Doors, or at 
ſhy Table for to fit. 

Awake Kepentance, Fa! ith and Love 

Awake O Every G: ace, 

Jo meet you; ' ord with one ACC0I a 
In his molt toy iJace. 
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Voridly Pittrations ftry behind, 
Below the Mount al.ide. 

Cauitz no Diſturbance 1n my Mind, 
To mate my : aviour chide. 
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Ot co me my Lord, the time draws nig 
hat Is nm tO R eceive, 
S721 id with ny Pard On cen) ed by, 
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Per{wade me to Pelieve. 

Tet nor my Jetus now be Strange 
Nor hide lumictt trom me, 
Bur cauſe a Face to ſhinz upon 
Tre Sout chat lopgs for thee. 
Come Pleted Spirit from abore, 
My Soul do thou Infpire, 

10 come again to my Lord's Board 
Mith Tuineis of ehre. 

Oh let my Entertainment now 
Pe fo Exceeding Sweet, 

That I may long 7 COME a gain, 
And at thy 7 abic nieet. 


6. Having Þ) ® 
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6. Having directed you in your Preparation for 
this Ordinance, next underſtand how you are to 
behave your ſelves at and under it. Firſt th2n, Come 
to the Ordinance with high and raifed E: | :&ations 
to receive great Benefit and Advantage by it, ucth as 
to the Mortifying of thy Sin, and Quickening of thy 
Grace : And whatever Luft it 1s that thou art molt 
Captivated by, and enſlaved to, be it Pride, Pa{lt- 
on, Earthly Mindednefs, &c. let us fet our ſelves a- 
rainſt that Luſt with all our might, and plead with 
God at his Table thus, Lord I come to this Qrdi- 
nance with a fincere Defire and Deſign to get Victo- 
ry over every Luft, bur particularly againſt ——— 
which doth fo often ſolicite and 1mportune me, oh let 
it receive its Death Wound in the Death of my Savi- 
our, and never moleſt or inflave me more. Second=- 
ly, When come to thy Lord's Table, labour to caſt 
al chy Worldly Thoughts and Concerns out of thy 
Head and Heart : And ſtrive to lifr up thy Heart un- 
othe Lord, as thou art exhortced by the Miniſter ; 
ſay unto all unſuicabie Thoughts, as Abraham did un- 
0 his Servants; Gen. 22. F. Abjde you here below , 
whilſt I go and Worſhip the Lord yender (319.) The 
tter to keep all Impertinent and Improper Thoughts 
but of thy Mind, Entertain thy felf with a frequent 
iemembrance of the Death of Chriſt; at the fight of 
Ihe Bread broken and Wine poured our, call to mind at 
Ince the Paſſion of the Son of God, and thy Sins 
(hich expoſed him to ſuch a Painful, Shametul, and 
{curſed Death : Repreſent to the Eye of your Minds 
our Dear Redeemer as hanging upon tke Croſs, 
eeding, Sighing, Groaning, Dying under the in- 
upportable burthen of thy Sins, and his Father's 
rath. (4/3.) When thou perceiveſt the Minilter 
pproaching with the Elements towards thee, pu! 
ay felf in the lowlieſt Poſture of Reverence, and 
. , fy thus betwixt God and thy Soul, How Ziautifid 
wD H 2 erg 
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are the Feet of him that publ:ſheth Salvaticn, and brings 
the proffer of a Saviour to me ! I am unworthy of 
Chriſt, but heis worthy of me andof my Faith: I 
do therefore, Oh Lord ! with all Humility accept 
Thee for my King, Prieſt and Prophet, for my San- 
Aifier and Saviour. (5/y.) When tliou haſt received 
the Bread, ſay to this or the like effet. lord 1 re- 
ceive this Brogen Bread in remembrance of thy broken Bo- 
d; : Oh ftrongthen me with thy Heavenly Grace, that 1 
may continue thine for ever, and daily encreaſe in thy Ho« 
ly Spirit more and move, until T come to thine Everlaſt in 

Kingdom, Amgen. In like manner after rhou halt re- 
ceived the Cup, pray to this puypoſe : Oh 3 God! 
Let my Scul go forth as a Gyant vefreſh:d with the, Spirie 
tual Wine, and let all the Enemies of my Sala: ion fall 
b:fere me, may 1 walk mthbe Strongth of this Spiritual 
Niall all my Days, and in the end of i; Days enjoy the 
full Manifcjt ation of thy Lewve (which 1s better than 
Wine) m thine Everla/ 7 Kingdom, Amen. (6ly.) Im- 
ploy your time whilſt othe.s are Receiving, 117 Me- 
ditation and Prayer ; in meditating upon the Love of 
the Father in ſending, and upon the Love of the Son 

in coming upon this great Errand, to accomplith the 

Work of Redemption for us. Alſo in Praying unto 

Cod for all Mankind in General, for the whole 

C.hurch of God in ſpecial, for that part of it planted 

;n theſe Nations in particular ; Jor al! Chriſtian Kings, 
Princes, and Governours, eſpecially our own ; for 
all our Friends and. Benetaftors, thas God would re- 
quite the Kindnefles they have ſhewn us ; for all our 
Enemics, that God would Pardon the Wrongs and 
Injuries dons to him, to us, and to their own Souls, 
THis being a Feaſt of Love, in which we commemo- 
rate the higheſt Inſtance of Love that ever the World 
was acquainted with z a greater Exprefiion of out 
ove, we canrot ſhew to our Offending Brother, 
t?:414 in 2 readineſs to forgive him, and interceeding 
earneſt) 
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earneſtly for his Soul. Laſtly, As an Expreſſion of 
thy Thankfulneſs to Chriſt tor his Mercy and Com- 
paſſion towards thee, lay hold upon this occaſion to 
ſhew thy Charity to his Members, that thy Prayers 
and thine Alms may be had in Remembrance of 
God; and as thou refreſheſt the Bowels of the Poor, fo 
maylt thou find Mercy oi the Lord in the needful day. 

7. It only now Remains to ſhew, how we ought 
ro behave our ſelves after we have waited upon Chriſt 
at his Holy Table. (r.) Decline if poffible all 
Company immediately alter the Aion ; and re- 
tire inſtantly into ſome Secret Place, and there up- 
on your Knces offer up your Thankſgivings to Al- 
mighty God, for his Rich Mercy and Invaluable 
Goodneſs vouchlated to you in that Ordinance ; en- 
treating him to Pardon all the defects of the whole 
Service, and imploring the Gracious Afiſtances of 
his Holy and Good Spirit, whereby you may be ena- 
bled to walk in the Strength of that Grace, as be- 
cometh thoſe who have received ſuch great Pledges 
of Salvation. {(2.) When you are return'd into 
Company, take heed that the ſpiritual Heat which 
was inkindled in your Sonls by and under the O: di- 
nance, be not quenched by a ſudden falling into 
worldly Conferences, and truitleſs Diſcouries; but 
labour to cheriſh and keep alive that Holy Fire upon 
the Altar of your Hearts, and endeavour by Pray- 
er, Meditation, and Holy Conference, to improve 
It into a Holy Flame. (2.) Spend the Sacrament- 
day in Publick, Private and Secret Duties of Reli- 
gious Worſhip ; particularly in Prayer and Praiſes, 
in After-Examinarion of your ſelves, What Faith, 
what Love , what Humility , what Sincerity was 
found with us when waiting upon your Sav:our at 
his Holy Table ? Take notice aiſo of any deadnels 
of Heart and indiſpoticion of Spirit which thou 
labouredft under , Þbewail ir, and beg pardon of 
11 3 it 
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it for Chrilt's _ who bears the Iniquicies of our 
Holy Things. (4 ) Conclude the Sacrament-day 
with Prayer and » Hymn of Praife. Thus did our 
Saviour after le had kept this Supper with kis Diſci- 
ples, H- ſug an Fiynm, St. Matth. $6. 3< and be- 
takes himſeli ro God in Prayer and the 7-5 at 
their Paſſover did Sing the 113th. F/a/z, with the 
fhve following Pſalms; which they calld the great 
Hal'el.jih. A Chriltian ſhould every Day of his 
Litc giy e Thanks and Pray, bnt efpecially on a Sacra- 
ment-Cay, then thould we Bleſs the Lord with our 
whole Sou!'s, and call upon all that is within usto Bleſs 
his Holy Ivame : fuch Chriſtians as defire to Co this, 
but want fſajzable Word. to expreſs tneir Deſires in, 
mv make uſe of what here followeth. 


A _ after the Sacrament. 


Or ever Blefjed be thy Great, thy Gluricus, and thy 
Ho! y Name, Oh Liurd, for all thy waſpe .akable Fa- 
L01"S OB: | Benefi wouch;aſid to me and to all Mankind ; 
a articularly for thy invaluable Love in giving thy Dear 
Son to die for me inthe $2 Cries and to be my Spiritual 
Fuod ind Sult it ww the Holy $ Sacrament. Lord who am 
" aa what am 1, that thou haſt been ple: gs i admit me 
{21S Lay wits thy Preſcrice, IG YeNeW my C wvenant with 
ret, which I hawe j9. C Flew ana $0 Perver, ls OR before 
thee 1 I L Dave once more lifted wp my Hand to the m-j 
#779 God, and ſworn £llegiance to my Soverengn and my 
Saviour TY: Fo eep 2t 11 the purpole of my Heart for ev to 
CONt 172166 "Ped! af im his Covenant, and lit neither the 
071 11S of a a ft: attering » rid ilar me, mor twe row, 
T re (31 'S, and [errors of 7} Ang Er) I: orld, be eUEr eble t 
erive me [rom my Duty, or hinder me in the way of "wil 
acizg. Hoy Fathcr ! accept I Beſeech thee, of that re- 
ewes Didication which I bave made of my {elf this day 
Yale 
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unto thee, even of my whole fm, oul, Bui, and 
Szirit, to thy Service and Honuur. wnilncwy,, Glory beto 


.* 


thee, Oh Gold the Frher - ' 200m Tj; hall ter: this Day fer- 


ward with an humble E. epect ation, louk 17 >, as my 
F:ther and God in Covman: : Glory beto thee, < } tie 
3%! who baſt lived we, and wathed me from mn, 3s in 


thine « mn Bl, od, and art now become my Cowia 72y 
{% ther and Rederncr : Glory be to thee ; Oh Godii: Ho- 

Cheſt ! 2:50 haſt by the Power of thy Viftorious Gr ce, 
SE te wſtinacy of »23 Heart, _ turned it from 
Sin to Gra. Oh Lord Ged! Onmipotent Father, Son and 
Het; Spartt, Than art now hecome e my Covenant Friend, 
and I thi gh thy Grace am bec: —_ thy Covenant Servant, 
Truly I am thy Scruanut, 1 am tt} Servant, heartily devs 
ted to thy Fear, 

1 by Vas are upun me, Oh God ! Thy Vews are up- 
en me, I wil! rr:der 1 razles unto 1 hee. On tet me ncyuir 
7n0re [fart afzie ſrem my Vows like a broken Bow, but 
£1Ve 310 ſuch a ſtedfe iſt neſs ard ffavility of Mind, (ch 2 
fire 's od fixeane/s of Reſolution, that my after-C:1- 
wer/.:tion may be ſuzabl le both to my pr « kong Profeſſion an 


future E _ :on 5, that ſo I way 4 al; ' Corp: anies, a call 
C 0214111 11 Wall worthy of 11a tial Pail caile d W.:ETO f 'S 


= 


King dont Ha Gl. '». find let 19e fenje of my Redeer3c;”s 
Lows this Day tome, wwflame 7) Fear! 1th a nee Lhe 
iT Charity 01:70 all Mankind, p/ 0022 [ P*. I (79 dl 14 & 's 


ha - 4 , « * « \F * J + . 4 
gord unto, eſpecially r | [ J {2277 £12, Pi is {6 [4 T7” [ny * 'T * 
AY x A ; 'P SS I. FE _—_ = FF r 
Nallons under 11ts A1ajeft} s Cie AHA In{pection, 


may ; nighty God for ever E1, {s; and wc"! 
A1md; of all Chriſtians a drea: bof thy Name, &1 
of their St pericnrs, and an unteis el Char! ity 079 
another, JA.Ail which DMrcies 1 [ bunbl Beg m the Nj... 
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An Fhymn after the Sacrament. 


Ord! any Mercy ſhort of Hell, 
For me it 15 too good ; 
But have I Eat the Fleſh of Chriſt, 
And alfo Drunk his Blood 2? 


Myfterious Depths of End!efs Lo vs 
My Admirations Raiſe. 

Oh God thy Name exalted is 
Above the higheſt Praife. 


My Saviour 's Fleth is Meat indeed, 
His Blood is Drink Dwine ; 

His Graces Drop like Honey-Combs, 
His Comforts Taſte like Wine. 


This Day Chriſt has refreſht my Soul 
With his abundant Grace, 

For which I magnihe his Name, 
Longing to ſee his Face. 


Oh when ſhall! I aſcend on high, 
Moft Holy, Juſt and True, 


To Eat that Bread, and Drink that Wine 


Which is for ever New! 


To Him that fits zpon the Throne, 
And Chriſt the Lamb therefore, 


Pe _ Bletling, *trength, Renown, 


Ard Honour evermo! e, Amzn, 
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Containing an Earneſt Exhortafiow to the Love 
ana Pr.ttice of Univerſal Holineſs. 


rh” Conſideration of our Paptiſmal Vow , re- 
newed and ratified by many Sacramental En- 
gagements at the Holy Table, is certainly one of the 
lttrongeſt Ties thar Chriſtianity lays upon us to oblige 
us to the Love and Practice of Univerſal Holineſs ; 
for molt certain it is, if we relapſe and fall back into 
an evil courſe of Life, if we wilfully return again to 
Folly, we kindle God's Wrath againſt us ; we pro- 
voke him to plague us with divers Diſeaſes, and ſun- 
dry kinds of Death: But it we eſcape theſe, there 
are more diſmal Plagues than theſe that will overtake 
us, fach are hardneſs of Rcart, blindneſs of Mind , 
and a ſeared Conſcience. Theſe are indeed inviſi- 
ble Stroaks, which make not a noiſe, and ſtrike nct 
our Senfes, but verily if we conſider the Effects and 
Conſequences of them, they are more formidable and: 
diſma} than the raging Peſtilence and the loudeſt 
Claps of Thunder. Let us then pioufly Reſolve, as 
we Fear the Wrath of God, and love our own 
Souls, after we have renewed our Covenant with 
God at his Holy Table, to oblige our feives toan E- 
minent and Exemplary Piety of Converſaticn : Let 
us live as thoſe that are Redeemedby the Blood of Je- 
fus, as thoſe that are Sandtified and Sealed by the Spi- 
rit of Jeſus, as thoſe that doexpect an Eternal Fellow- 
ihip and Communion with Jefus in his Heavenly 
Kingdom, 


To 
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To this end it may be very adviſabie, 

r. Ihe next Morning Hor thou haſt been art the 
Sacrament, as foon as thou art up, enter into thy 
Cloſet ; ard beiore the Lord, pioufly and poſitive. 
iy Refoive and Yow to maintain a {ſtrict Watchful- 
neſs and Care over thy Heart, Words and-Ways for 
the time to come. SUCH a Reſolution as this made in 
the Stiergth of God, will work Wonders, becauſe 
God will Afliſt and "leſs it. ?Twill fortific thee a- 
2ainit Teinprations and the {tronge!t Solicitations to 
return to the Love and Practice of Sin and Wicked. 
nels: » ppote ty deareſt Friends and Famitiars , 
fuppoic iy Indalgenc Motlier that Þare thee, nay, 
tuppol- che Wile ot thy Boſom, the Deiight o: thitie 
Eycs, ſhou'? all fet upon thee, yea Entreat and Im- 
portune thee, to Omic fome known Ducy, or to 
Conm.c jome wicked Act, ſuch a Refo!ution as thou 
hatt now made tor a Holy Lite, will Antidote thy 
Soul againit the Poyſon of ſuch a Temptation, and 
put the ſame Reply into thy Mouth as was oun3 in 
Holy , foſeph's, Gen. 39. 9. How cen 1 do tvis great 
FVickednei 's, aud n as, TT Goa 2 

2, Having made this Solemn Vow berwixt God 
and thy own Soul for a Holy Lile, for a Lite juitabic 
to 4 DW SONS Engagement, You Wil und 1t very 
Advant2p-0us to YN iite it down and keep 1t by you, 
thus, Ar {i oh im, andonfich a Day, having re 
newed my Covenant with God at his 340 y Table, 
did with all the Devotion of my Heart and Soul, en- 
tirely ſurrender up my {:1f and all that is mins ro the 
Service and Glory OL : Almighty God, Vowing all F:- 
deliry and (bedience to him, and Kelolving that he 
thall have he full Guiding, Governing and Ditpo- 
ſing of 1ac and mine: And alter every Sacrament 
{ook upon 1t, and conſider fer ontly on it, laying thus 
© thy felf, © Behold, Oh my Soul, tl; Ponds that 

: | &« are 
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a are upon thee, this is thine own At and Deed. 


&« jt is as certainly Recorded in Heaven as it is here 
*© Written on Earth and ſha!l one Day be brought 
Cc 


: __ azain{t thee to thy ys crlaſting Condemnati- 
* ON, if thou dolt not wal k an{werably to the Obli- 

os: Yi of it. Keep it by thee a> a Memorial of 
ad Solemn "Tranſactions 1b52ztwixe God and thy Sol ; 
and behdeethe infinence 1t witl have upon thy Obedi- 
ence in the time of thy Life, it will afford thee no 
{mall Comfort and Aflurance at the Hour of Death, 
and in the Time of Temptation. 

2. Make choice of {ome wiſe and faithful Friend, 
and Engage him by all the Endearments and Ob- 
ligations | of Friendſhip, to be your Monitor and Re- 
membrancer ; this the Apoſtle adviics to, Heb. 10. 23. 
Conſider one 0 701 her, to proveke wnto I ove and to God 
Works. Thierc are two forts of Perſons that will tell 
us of our Faults, our beſt Friends, and our bittereft 
Enemies: Halt thou ſuch an Enemy * make uſe of 
thoſe Rebukes with Ciuiftian Prudence, which he 
Z7vcs in lintul Anger : Art theu bleft with fuch a 
Friend * Bleſs God for him, ct thy Heart cleave 
unto him, and perform a R II Duty of Love 
and Faichfu!neſs towards him, be often Admoniſh- 
ing, Reproving, Reſtoring, Quickning and Confir- 
ming one another ; the Adv antage of fich a Friend- 
ſhip is inexprefſible. 

4. Labour every Day to Ive as in Go@'s fight 
and to walk continually. as under the View and Ob- 
ſervation of his All-leeing Eye, Pſal. 16. $. In all 
Places, and in all Companies endeavour to remem- 
ber the Preſence of God, that he is about thy Path 
by Day, and about thy Bed by Night, and eſpies 
out all thy Ways: Remember that thy God ſecth in 
ſecret, arid that no Darkneſs is an Obſtacle to his 
piercing Eye. Remember that Cod is every where 
preſent, and the:! con wilt Study to be every where 
_ 
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Holy : Tt is not ſufficient that God's Eye fees thee, 
but thou muſt ſee thy felf Seen of God. The Ma- 
fter's Eye upon the Scholar will not Command him 
to his Book, but the Scholar's ſeeing that his Maſter 
ſees him will do it. © Oh my God ! (ſays Pions Bi- 
* ſhop Hall) let me ſee my fzIf Scen of Thee, and 
** T ſhall never dare to Offend Thee. 

5. Have frequent recourſe to your Miniſter, your 
ſpiritual Guide, defire his Advice, and follow his In- 
fſkractions, in order to your Improvement in Know- 
ledge and Advancement ain Piety : Acquaint him with 
thy Reſolutions for Heaven and a Holy Lite, and 
defire him to gire thee the necdtul Directions in or- 
der to it: Lay open thy very Soul unto him, and bz 
not ſhie of acquainting thy {piritual Phyſician with all 
thy Soul-Complaints; hear him as thou wouldft 
hear Chriſt himfelf, whoſe Miniſter he is ; Mark 
what he ſays with the greateſt Care, and follow his 
Inſtructions with the greateſt faithfulneſs : Acquaint 
him from time to time with the State and Condition 
of thy Soul, with thy Temptations and Diſcourage- 
ments, with thy Doubts and Fears, with thy Failings 
and Imperfe&tions, with thy Joys and Sorrows ; his 
Counſels, by the Blefling of God, will preſerve thee 
1n a uniform, even, and {teady Courſe of Well-doing. 
Thy Miniſter is concerned togive thee th? beft Advice 
he can, and Gcod is concerned to make it Effetual 
for thy Good, havin? in his Infinite Wildom ordain- 
ed it for 4hat end. 

6. And above all, look up to Almighty God in 
Prayer, that he wonld make you perfe&, ſtabliſh, 
{trengthen, icrttie you : Give him the intire Praiſe 
of all that Gor'd that 13 wrought in you, or performed 

- by you: Be Thankful ro him for any meaſure of 
Knowledge received in thy Underſtanding, for any 
food Inclinaticns found in thy Will, for any devout 


Aﬀections ſtirring in thy Soul, and intercecd _=_ 
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him, that in mindfulneſs of his Promiſe, as he has 
begun a good Work in thee, he would perte& it unto 
the Day of Jeſus Chriſt, that he would Order thy 
Steps in his Word, and let no Iniquity have domini- 
on over thee ; that he would hold up thy goings in 
his ways, 'till thy Feet take hold of Eternal Life, 
chat thou mayeſt be faichful to the Death, not begin-= 
ning in the Spirit, and making aſad End in the Fleſh 
not being of the Number of thoſe who draw back 
unto Perdition, bur of thoſe who perfeyere in Well- 
doing to the ſaving of their Souls. Amen. 


FINIS. 


Books Printed for Tho. Parkhurſt at the Bible 
and Three Crowns zz Cheaplide. 


Books written by the Reverend Mr. John Howe. 


(Y Thovghtfulneſs for the Marrow, With an Appendir 
concerning the jimmoderate Delire of toreknowing things 
to come. 

2. The Redeeme;'s Tears wept over loſt Souls, in a Treatiſe 
on Zuke 19. 41, 42. With an Appendix, wherein ſomewhat is 
occaſionally diſcourſed concerning the Sin againft the Holy GhoR, 
and how God is ſaid to Willthe Salvation of them that periſh. 

3. Of Charity in reference to other Mens Sins. 

4+ A Calm and Sober Enquiry, concering the Poſſibility of a 
Ty in the Godhead : In Three Letters toa Perſon of Worth. 
Ot 1v0. 

5. A Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Fudith Hamond, late Wife of 
Mr. Geo. Hamond, Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

6. A'Sermon direQing what we are to do, after a firiRt En- 
quiry, whether or no we truly love God ? 


7. & 


pm | — S 
© ne_— = g 
% pe, . 
_ bY - 


4 


Bocks Printed for 


7. A Funeral S>rmon for that Faichfii and Liborious Servant 
of Cirift, Mc, Richard Friircloneh, (xho deceaſed Fuy 4. $0582. 
in the Sixty Fuft Year of his Ave.) 

S. A Fuuecal S2zrmon tor Mrs. Eſther Simp/on, the late Wife 
of Henry Sampſon, Dr. of Phyſick, who diei Nov. 24. 1629. 

9. The Carnwity of Religious Contention, In Two Sermons 
Preach's at the M-rchants LoGure in Broadfireer. 


Evovah our Righteouſneſs 5 or the Juſtification of Beli-vers, 
by the Righteouſnels of. Chriſt only ; in ſeveral Sermons. By 
Samucl Towlins, M, A. 

The Church Carechifn enlarged ard explaiced in an eaſte and 
famil-ar Method, with the Scripture Proofs annexed thereu: to. 

Sermons end D:ſcourſes on ſeveral Divine Subjects. By the 
lite Reverend ani Learied David Clark, B., D. and ſume tine 
Fellow of C{r7 - ! C:r:bridee, With an Epilile of Mr. F. br 
Howe,. and Mr. M:r, Af 41, Fol. 

A Sermon on ;eiio;ing of the Coin, with reference to rhe 
State oi the Nation and the Church there, By a Miniſter oi 
the Ciurcn of En 4s, 

A Paraphraſc on the Vw 7/3 ment, fitted for the uſe of 
Families. Fry Mr. Riba Bixeer, Ottavo 

A N-w Creature ; or 2 ſhort Diicou:ſ-, opening the Nature, 
Propertizs, and Neceliity of the Great Work of the New Crea- 
£;0:;, un0n The: Souls of Men. C&:w0. 

$;irsD-ſprir revived. Bring a Nurration of the Horror an: 
Deſrair &t ime lace Sinners unver the Apprehentons of 

eat): -nt julyment, Whrrein are fuch Unqueſtion: ble Exam- 
pes produc's, ant ſuch Mitters laid down and proved, as may 
ffop the Mouths of the Atheiltica! Softers and Mockers, By 
Thomas Fam s, Minifter of the Goſpel at Aj{bfors in Kerr. 


Tic CTornming Work of Rel aid, and its Ercat things made 
pl-in by their primary Evidences 4nd Demonſtrations : Wheredy 
the m-ancft in the Church may ſoon be made ade to render A 
ration] Accont of their Faith. 

Te preſent Aſp:& of our Times, and of the Extraordinary 
Corjundtion of th:ngs therein ; in a rational View and Proſpect 
of the ſame, as it reſpeAs the publick hazard and atety of Brit- 
rain in this D:y. Thelſz two lalt by Rib, Fieming, Author of 
the Fuifilling of the Scciptures, and Miniſter at Rozrordam 

Enrgland's Alarm: being an Account of God's moſt confile= 
able Diſpenſations of Judgment and Mercy towards theſe Ring- 

21s, for Fourteen Years laft paſt 4, and allo of the {: veral forts 

Sins and Sioners therein « efpeoially the Myrmurers gain 
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1615 Preſent GCorerrment. With an EarneRt Call to ſpeedy Hu- 


niliation, and Supplication, as the chief Means of proſpering 
their Majettles Councils and Preparations. Dedicated to the 
king and Qieen, 

A Difourle concerning Old Age, tending to the T1ftruftior, 
Cautivn and Comfort of Aged Perſons, By Kichard Stect, 
M. A. 

Trading Spiritualized, or. crtain Hea1s, Points or Poſitions, 
on which ſradeſmen (and others) may {O that they would 1) 
enlarge in their Meditations, By W. Bazjraw , Miniſter 0f the 
Goſpel. 

The Rod, cr the Sword; the preſent Dilemma of the Nations 
of England, Scotland, and Irel2nd, Conftdered, Argued, and Im- 
proved ; ina Diſcourſe from Ezeli!, Chap, 21. Ver. 13. 

A Family Aitar Ere&ted to the Honour of the Eternal God : 
Or, a Solemn Eſſay to promote the Worſhip of God in Private 
Houſes : Being ſome Meditat.ons on Genefis 35. 2, 3. 

The Br#t Evtail, or. Dying Parents liveng Hopes jor their ſure 
vrving Chi.dren, grounded upon the Covenant of God's Grace, 
vich Believers and their Seed. Bz ng 2 thort Diſcourſe ypon 
2 Sam. 23. 5, Wheteir. is a Colleation of ſeveral Covenant- 
Promiſes tro ſupport the Faith, and ſome Pleas to dire and 
quicken the Prayers of God's Covenanted People, for their ſar. 
viving Poſtericy, Ruth Written by Ciiver Zeywoe?, Miniſter of 
the Goſpel. 

An A count of the BI-fd Trinity, argued from the Nature and 
PerfeQtion of the Supream Syiris, Corncident with the Scripture 
Doctrine, in all the Ajticles uf the Carhglreb Creeds } together 
with its 1, My9i a, 2. Federal, 3. Pr.tical Uſes in the Chri- 
{tan Re'igion, By William Burrougs. 

The Grand Queftion Reſoly'd, or Infirutions for a Ho!y 
Lifc, 

A Body of P:attica! Divinity, conſiſting of above One Hun» 
(red Sermons on the Letſer Catechiſm of the Reverend Aſſz;m- 
>y of Divines at Weſtmi: ſtr; with a Supplement of ſome Sers 
mons on ſeveral Texts of Scripture. By T50. Warſcn, formers 
iy Miniſter of St. Srephens Walhrook, 

A Diſcourſe of Spirituzl-mindednets. 

Perſon of Chrift, 

On the 13oth. Palm. 

The Doctrine of the Trinity, 

An Humble Teftimony concerning the Goodneſs and Severity 
of God in dealing with finful Churches and Nations. 

A Treatiſe of Temptation. 

Eſticol , or Rules of Felowſhip. Theſe Seyen Jafſt by Fcbn 
Owen, D, D, 
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Books Printed for, &c. 

Heywood's Bapiiſmal Bonds renewed. 

Grotius of Chriſt's Satisfation, in Fnolilh, 

Hurſi's revival of Grace, z. c. on the Sacrament; 

The good of Early Ovedience. 

A Sermon of Qaity: 

The Vition of the Wheels, in Three Sermons. 

Spiritual Wiſdom 1umproved againſt Tempration. 

The Almoft Chriſtian diſcovered. All Five by Mz. Med. 

Conſolation for the Afidted, at the Funeral of Mr. Etward 
Rede, By Tim. Rogers, M. A. 

Calamy's Golly Man's Ark, in Five Sermons ; his Art of Di- 
vine Meditation. 

Redemption of Time, the Wiſdom and Duty of Chriſtians in 
Evil Days. By Fota Wade, Minifter at Hammerimith. 

Intercovriſes of Divine Love betwixt Chrift and h's Church, 
being Sermons on the 1#. and 24. Chapters of the Canricler; or 
the $27, of . Songs. 

Sereral Diſcourſes of Attual Providence : In Three Parts. 
Theſe two taft by F:iln Co:lings, D. D. 

Spiritual S-ng , or Songs of Praiſe to Almighty Gol on feve« 
14] Occaſions, with Thirty Penitential Crys ; with a Poem ally 
of Dives and Li2 rus, 

The MiJjnight Cry, a S:rmon. Theſe two by Fokn 2zlor, 

M r. Corbeen?s Se: t=EM ploy met In Secret, 

A Treatiſe of the Day of Judgment : By Mr. Sat Lee, Mis 
nifter, 

' Hubhanfry Spiritualized, 

A Saint indeed, | 

A Token tor Mourners. All thefe three by Nr. Fotn Flavel, 
Minifter of the Gofp:1. 

Satan fifting. 'or the Oy! of Joy for the Spirit of Sadnels, 

Bhite*: L:tils Book tor Littie Children. 

The Raitt ]-wel of Chriftian Contentment, with tour uſefu! 
Diſcourf's. By Mr. Fer. Burroughs. 

An Earncſt Call to Family Duties, being the Subilance of 
Eighte=n S-rmons, By Sam. Slater, 

Hymns for the Sacrament, compoſed moſtly out of the New 
Teſtament. ; 

Theo!cg ca! Diſcourſes and Sermons on ſeveral Occaions, By 
Fobn Wa'its, D. D. 

The Trueft and Largeft Account of the late Earthquake in F- 
maica, Fune 7. 1652. from a Reverend Divine there, to his 
Friend in Zondon, 

The beſt way to mend the World, by perſwading the Riſing 
Generztion to an Early and Serious Praftice of Piety. Both by 
Semael Peck, Letturer of Ipſwich, 
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